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Life and Writings 
. JOHN LE CLERC. 


To this Preſent Year, MDCCXI. 


T has been the general Cuſtom to write a Man's Life afk 
ter his Deceaſez and ſome have paid this Reſpect to the, 
Memory of their Friends; with univerſal Applauſe, Nor” 
are others wanting, who have ventur d an Eſſay on 
ſome valuable Acquaintance, while Living ; which 

race, not to mention many others, was us'd by that Learn- 

| Gentleman, Mr. Charles Patin, in his. Book call'd Lyceum 

uavinum Printed at Padaa; in the Year 1682. Wheat 

re, ſince I have undertaken to write the Life of a particular 

tend, whom I have had the Happineſs to Know from his 

y Cradle, 1 ſhall be as ſparing of my Praifes as the 

dject will require ; becauſe no Body is more likely to ſuffer | 

his own Panegyric, than He, who ſo well deſerves one; Nut 0 

ce he has labour d under the unjuſt Aſperſions of ſo many 4 

proachful Pens, without any Colout of Reaſon, I think it 4% 

by Duty to defend my Friend, and at the ſame time forbear 4 

Reflections upon his Adyerſarics, For I am well af- | 

rd; that nothing is more diſagreeable to his — tap 

Tranglng. and contentious Diſputations, and that- 

r took Pen in Hand but with ſome Regret, and then not 

d 1nzure the on of any of 

ndicate from Slander and Calumny. It 1 an old 


275 » | , Saying 2! 


f 
4 


—— - + e_—_ 


' 

. 
. 
— 


2 An Account of the Life and Writings © 
ences, but muſt n:ceſſarily fall into them, even again 
2 Nor wil Mr terc take it ill, Saf 
tho I neither can, nor ought to diſſemble my Diſſent from 
t unleſs I had a, Mind. to ra t all Title 0 the, ſa- 

F | 

Tis Fath r. John le Was nod leFneg and 
v Ge c, xl f Bby lic, 
my of Geneva: and at ati a Cou Heller of that Republic, of 
whom the Son has wrote ſomething in the Preface, ta the Sacra 
tin, a Counſellor of the ſaid Republic, a Lady of Excellent 
Qualities, and of ſo ſweet a Tenqper, as gain'd Her the Admi- 
4 be gh Day of March Od S. ich A 
* 1Þ ule a C. „Non Jo | Fas 
pr 0 God athcr, at the Deſire of his Fa &, never- 
mond, (fol what Redfon I know ner) bat defit'd he ſhould be 
Chriften'd FO AN. Some perhaps would from thence con- 


Saying of a rex. Wit Man * That no Body is ſo cautions of 

that I give his Adverſaries no juſt Cauſe to be angry at me, 
ed Rights of Hqrvty and Fri 

and afterwards profeſſor of the Greet Tongue in the Acadc- 

ue ſtionet o Pry 4 4s\Uycle, ag le 8 Mo- 

deer . Ale, the 2 22 Mr Arm G alla 

ration of all who knew Her. He was born in the Year 1657. 

7 
theleſs, his Mothe Id not have his Chriſtian Name Ray- 


clue a gb Omen; but I ſhall not argue at that Rate, when te 
Fm: Writing the Life of one, wiio is by no Means à Favou- 
rer of ſuch Supenſtitions. Hie ws the Second of Three Sons at 
which his Parcuts:had; who are all Living; the Eldeſt is the 
elobratedsMri1Danizlrle (dere, Doctor of Phyſiey and a Coun- 
feltor of the Repithlic of Geneva; a Man very well Known, not 
only to his [Fellbw-Uirizens, ,'butito all Strangers, who ever 
tow Geheve; for lus Learning Prudence, good Manners, and 
Complacency- tie bas writtenin French, The History of Phy- 
fc down to Gs Time, lich was Printetl at Amſterdam 
in 1702. and has becn approved of by the moſt Eminent Phy- 
Keianus. His youngeſt Brother Mr. Francis le Clerr, is, at prefent, 
aud has been furl ſeveral Years, a very Worthy and Iuduſtri- 
ous: Merchant at Leipſicb. Let 2 186014 „ 12006 ed gt 
Mr. Le Gere: whole Life werare Writing, was brought up 
his Parents, as were likewiſe hid; Brothers, with very great 
Tenderneſs and Diligence; for his Father, notwithltanding his 
extraordinary. Practice and Buſineſs, educated his Children ve. 
rytcart fully. Our Friend, at Eight” Years old, wagt to a 
Lain School; in which he apply'd him ſelt to the. gunetal Stu- 
— 2 — l 
D Smecn & h Lib. 3j. e mou ett 976516 1 
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ethers till he was Fiſteen; and with ſo much Succeſa, as 


at n deſerves the Prize for his Diligence in five Fotms. He was 
be, Narce Thirteen, when he took a mighty Inclination to Reading 
ic, chat, aſtet be 3 wih his School- Fellows, 
m would retire. into bis 7, and read Livy very earneſtly 


& it is ttanſlated into French, and could relate what he fe 
rith much cafe. He took ſo, much Delight in Reading, 
at he was never Maſter of the Sports which Boys generals 
y divert themſelves with, and was like wiſe as unskilful in 
Ludicrout Exerciſes of Youth; not thatſhe was of a ſullen 
and. moroſe Temper, but would ſometimes play with thoſe 
of his own ſtanding. He was of ſo excellent a Memory, that 
e never look d upon what his School-Maſters order'd him t 
vet by Heart, till he was juſt ready to go to School, andithen 
he would tecite it in an Inſtant. When he was arriv'd ſo far 
1s to be able to make Verſes, he did it with ſo much caſe, 
hat he would not only. make his own, but thoſe of his School- 
Fellows, who were not: ſo quick at Verſiſying; nor do I in 
the leaſt doubt, that, had not his Stars directed bim to pur- 
chaſe Fame another way, he need not have deſpair'd of gain- 
ing the Afuſes-Fayour, could he have bten; at lei ſure to have 
be courted hem, aud made thoſe lighter Studies dis only Buſt- 
1- nes. But be utterly neglected them, his Mind inclining him 
cn 8 to Things of a higher Conceen/; nor did he ever after 'make 
ou- ¶ any Verſes, but when he had nothing elſe to do, or met with 
0n5 By an Oppottunity of paying à Poetical Complement to other 
the Men's Works. Thus, on Account of that Fziendſup, which 
in- was betwixt hun, and the Right Reverend Dr., Gilbert Burnet 
not Bi/bop of Salisbury, he Tranſlated the Two Sermons, ihe-preach'd 
ver Wi before King Wilkan, ih 168g. into French, to one of Which 
nd be ſubjoin d a ſmalt Poem in Heroics, and tothe other, an 
hy- Epigram in iac Verſe, on: the Liberty of Aren Reſtor d, 
by which the er may perceive that his Wiags did not 
ks and that hit Fade uf Poetry was not altogether 
Ot: 169196 Ho! hen algntbagh! th) NI aer ü 
: Nowmtlen he was come up; to the higher-Farm,, he began 
to ſtuqy iche Greek and Lain;Tongues with greater Accurady 
u and Applicatlon; was ſo familiar with Ttrence ang; Plaines, 
car and turn d them over with ſo much Care, that he made: un 
hie Abridgment i of their, Commentators for his own Ulle. He 
rei spent allo me time in reading Homen, and ſuch Proj Au- 
0 1 thor „as atc;ecremmended tor the caſt W 
tu. of thcis Style; nor was our young Scholar: a little advdntagy 
-b the Achdtance of luis Father, who Mastdlkewiſe a dy 
Tear nean!! n t ee Aue 
"AJ 1-1 From 
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1 An Account of the Life and Writings 
Prom this time he had the Uſe of his Father's Library 


| | , who 
had it of his Brother David, (long fince deceas'>&); very well 
furniſh'd and improv d, with the moſt celebtated Writers, and 
the moſt neat Editions at that tinie extant. Mr. Nicholas Le Gere 

the Father of them both, had for ſome while before provided | 
the beſt Books for his Sons, out of the Library of Henry Stephens, 
with whom; and his Son Paul, he was very intimate. And 


to one of them he lent ſome Money, which he could never get 


again, as Mr. Le Clerc has binted in the Life of ,. Caſaubon. 
in the 19th Volume of his Bibliotheque Choiſe. Hence it w 
that the beſt Editions of the Stepbens's were in the Library an 
Poſſeſſion of that Family; ſome of which Mr. Le Clerc has ill 
by him, which were brought, at no ſmall Expence, from Geneva 
to Amſterdam. Being thus born and educated, as I may fay, 
in the midſt of Books, and excited to Emulation by his Father, 
a Man of variety 'of Learning (to Which he apply'd himſelf till 
he was very old) He has worn out what part of his Life is al- 


ready ſpent, in nothing but reading and writing from his ve- 


Youth: 9715 1 211 a 70 | 
5 Atter he had paſt thro the lower School, when he was go- 
ing into the 16:þ Year of his Age, in 1673, he went upon the 


Study of Philotopby, and was a Hearer of Mr. Robert , a 


ol, and dürſt not tir over the Threſhold ;. but by 


e to make the 
NA. n 


Gentleman of a ſingular way in Teaching, who, on account of 
his Merit, was recall'd from Sammur in Franct, (where he pro- 
Kd Phi loſophy) into his own Country, to read there. At that 
time the Opinions of Des Cartes began to gain Ground in Gene- 
4, by the Means of his Lectures. After which, that excellent Cen: 
.tleman, who was deſign'd by Nature for higher things, was ad- 
vanc'd to Buſineſs in the Republic, and made a Counſellor and 


. 'Syndic of Geneva While our Friend Mr. Ze Clerc was hearing 


him explain updn Logic, he was taken with a violent Bever, 
in the Beginning ot the Year 1674, which confin d him to 
his Bed for ſörty Days. He was now given over by his 
Father, and other $kilful Phyſicians, being Light headed for 
fix Days ſucceſſively ; notwithRanding he had loſt a great Quan» 
'tity of Blood, he neither ſhut his Eyes, nor was his Frenzy a- 
bated; at laſt fome Grains of I Fiperinns being given 
zin Broth, *procur'd bim ſome Sleep; and in the Rnd be grew 
better; till ſeizd with a Tertias Ague; be was once more ob- 
lig d to ſtruggle with this Diſtemper, but that being cur d, he 
recover d Strength; and perfect Health. Vet he mended but 


- 
. 


pave himſelf up” again to Reading: He had: loſtchis uſual 
Pultom r being a- 
etters for ſome Months, yet he atrempted to 
n 6 a TH wig 't, 'write 


2 «7 FC » 


rite ſometling, to paſs away the time, and at laſt was 
Fries er I remember, about that time, he read t 
ingenious Critical Letters, of Tanaqail Faber, which he juſtly 
admird in ſome Places, but in others was not of his Mind; 
on which Account he wrote ſome ſhort critical Diſſertations 
upon bim, which he ſhew'd to his Father, who approv'd of 
hem; but he tore them in his riper Years; tho) I afterwards read 
ſome Emendations in his Ar: Grice, of which f had beard him 
talk at that very time. ards he appiy d himſelf to Na- 
tural Philoſophy, and, if I remember, defended a The Of the - 
| Nature of Matter, while he heard the foremention'd 3 
till nor did ; for two —— —— betake hitnſelf ro 
the Study of Divinity, but ſpent one Yearin Humanity Learning, 
and — ng the Hebrew Tongue, which he learn d from 
the Reverend Mr. James Gallatin, and his own ' Uncle, 
there being no Hebrex Profeſſor. From that time, he'ſacrifie't 
all his Leiſure to the Peruſal of ſuch Books, as would im- 
thoſe Studies ; by which con he gain'd this Advan- 
tage, to be able ever after to undergo" the Fatigue of Reading 
0 ſd much, and fintſhing thoſe Works Which in his more ad- 
be vancd Age be publiſh d to the World; and this he did with 
a an infinite Facility. This Uſe became a ſecond Nature to 


of him, and thoſe La „which give others ſo much Uneaſt- - 
0- WF neſs, furniſh'd him with no ſmall Pleaſure and Satisfaction. 
at Otherwiſe, it is unconceivable, hom he ſhould run tbro'ſoina> 
or ny Fatigues, and write more Books, than ſeveral, * who 
ir would be thought Scholars, ever read. To this may be ad- 
. ded the Strength of his Conſtitution, which, ſince that al- 
id mold fatal Diſtemper, has enjoy'd an uninterrupted State ot 
18 good Health (except ſome flight Touches of an Ague, which 
T, are very unfrequent) for ſeven and thirty Years, t rough the 
0 ) he has 
= for three, 
4 
15 
1 
n 
V 
* 
0 
if 
's 


whole Courſe of which (unleſs upon a Journe 
_ ever been without a fon or a Book in by Hand 
W | \ A508 

In his 19th Year, 1676, he frequented for two Years and 

more, the Lectures of thoſe Reverend Doctors of - Divini- 

ty, Philip Meſftrezat. Francis Turretin, and Lewis Tronchin. 

For ſome Years before he left the Claſſic School, very ſharp Con- 
troverſies aroſe at Geneve concerning Univerſal Grace, as they 

calld it, and of the Extent and Efficacy of Chriſts Death. 
Maſſieur: Meftraziat and Tronchin, with ſome other Paſtors, ſa- 

your'd' that Opinion, which the Profefſors of Saumur (the 

I Scholars of the famous John Cameron) and particularly Mr. 
2 Maſeg Amirauld had defended: but being out-1:umber'd, and 
| der by the Authority of the Helvetic Body, they Fre 

3 | 13 | c'd 


FP. * 


A Ada bf the Lifi aniliVFeotings 
c & to ſa nothing about that Matter. Stephen Lie Aera ho 
—— Counſellor, was bf the ſame Opinion, which 
bis Son afterwards-embrat'd, as coming nigler to the Truth: 

herauſe it was order d, that: whoever were admitted, to 


bo young Men are apt to be duſtourag'd from reading: him. 
Samuel Bocharts two Immortal Works, his Geographia Sacra, 
d on. e gave him abundance of Pleaſure, andin leis 
traction. I ſhall nat mention many other Books, both French 
Latin, which; he read either for his Uſe; or his Divetſion, 
and of which he ſreeſy talk d among bis Friends, aſfitming 
that nothing was mote beneficial to us than to diſeeurſe of our 
mmon Studies, hecauſe what we read is better rooted in our 
Memory by. that Mears, and ſo in a manner becons our 
Qmnuug e eie 5 10 (it tete uu. 
When he had apply d himſelf eh the Theological Exetciſcs, 
wich ate ip uſe at Geneva, and had, loſt his Fa ther before 
in 1676, be had Thoughts of ſeeing France, and went to Ge- 
noble nin the eat 1678, where he lodg'd in the: Houſe of 
they Counſellor Mr. V. Sarr acen de n Pierre, and was Tutor to 
his: Eldeſt Son. There be liv'd a very quiet Life; *which 
was) wing to the ſingular Humanity of the good Temper 
ot the Father; where without any Stipend, or Proſpebt of 
Nevard, werth mentioning, hie gave his Son a clearriIuyſight 
imo the Anciem Authors; but making very g60d«Atvan- 
tage af his Jearned Leiſute, be read carctully ſeveral Writers 
in both Languaget, and was as vigorouſly employ;d in the 
Studiesot Plulolpphy and Thealogy. | He, wrote ſome hings 
_ the Scripture, and particular en tlie E iſele eb the 3 
112 | hich 
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Whicti tho he afterwards threw afide;.: as alſd ſome other / 
Writngs, as being the firſt Prootfs of an unexperienc d 


rr 


ane een Lx Czanc hb 


i udp 

nt, yet were they of ſignal Uſe to him in Holland, when 
he turm d bis Mind to things of a ſublimer Nature; for them it 
as that he found mtl ” improv'd by his former Prabticey» 
ich an Eaſineſs of writing and commenting. The Yearafter: 


Mr. L Clerc aud his Pupil Mr. Sarrazin return d to Genena, bote, 


having a proper Opportunity; he was admitted into Holy Orders, 


and came off withexttgordinary Applauſe im all his Examinati- 
with. P 18 — 


ons; for he as very ready with his Anſtrars ita any 
propos d to him either in Divinity or Phiboſophy. About that 
time he happen d to light on a little Book, ritten by 
Curcellaum his Grand mother's: Brother by the Father's ſide 5 
che Title of t was Quateynio,which our young Divine very eagen- 
ly read. He had oſten heard his Father fay;:that he had an Un- 
ele in Holland, in the College of the Arminians, but that he 
had never read any of His! Books, becauſe at that time the 
were not to be ſold at Gentva; Yet the Works of Gu 
were publiſh d ſome Years before, by that eminent Divine; 
Mr. Philip a Limborth, toward the End of 1674 but they Were 
not eaſy to be had at Gen). A little aſter his Return to Gr 
noble he purchas d that Piece of a Bookſeller at Geneva, and 
read it over in a ſhort time: From whence he began to im- 
bibe tlie Opinions of the Arminia, who ſeemd to him tb 
have a fuller and truet Notioh of thoſe things which were con+ 
troverted between them and other Proteſtanti; and now he was 
ſeriouſly determin'd to leave his Country and France, where ther 
contrary Opinions were more prevailing; and defended wwitia 
greater Warmth and Vigour, than he thought they deſerwid. ] 
le had often read both among the Theologiſts and Philteſos 
phers, that TRUTH was to be preferr'd before all things, to? 
which he was carry d with fo honeſt and open a Diſpoſſtion, 
and grewevery Day more and more inflam d with the Love di 
it, that he was neither able to diſſemble hat be thought} nei- 
ther did hethink it lawful ſo to do. For which reaſon he be- 
liev d it his Duty to proſtſs, on the firſt Opportunity, hat he 
held for Truth. Many Per ſons place the Livings and - Benefis? 
ces, which the Clergy generally ſeek after, on the ſame Foot as 
other Penſions and Salaries; as if they were no! farther deſira- 
ble. than for the Profit they brought along with them, and; 
that where they get the +mott Money, there they are likely to 
find the moſt h But Nu. Le Clero (whether in the urong 
or no, Ithatl:not ö gar yon vie v but the Trabas: 
lone, and having tound-it, as: he thought: he embtacid/ it 4 
. and tit werd to denriſhd, that every — 
"0 YY | would 
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8 An Atronnt of the Life and Writings 
would do the like as far as lies in his Power. We ſhould thief 
quickly ſee an End pf our ſhameful-Divifions, nor would the 
beit of Men be ever forc'd to quit their Country, and Sacrifice 
whatever they hold dear for the ſake of Traub. Now Men are 
often forced to fly from their Native Soil, to leave their Friends 
and Relations behind them, to dwell among Strangers in re- 
mote Countries, purely on Account of their not Thinking the 
ſame with their Country-Men; but this never diſturb'd the Se- 
renity and Conſtancy of Mr. Le Qlere's Mind.. 
Noty He and that hopetul young Gentleman Mr. Sarrazin 
took à Journey to Saamur; formerly a famous Academy of 
France, and - oe rs by thoſe of the Reform'd Religi- 
on, at that Time juft expiring. Here he came, about A.- 
tumn, in 1680. not with a — to or as himſelf in Learn- 
ing (which was there at the loweſt Ebb) but to leatn the 
French Tongue, more accurately, which was ſpoken in that 
Province with much more Purity and Elegance than either at 
Gentva ot Grenoble. In this City, Mr. Le Clerc, began to read 


the Works of Sion Epiſcopins, and was my! can ty with 
his Eloquence, and ſmartneſs of Style. Here likewiſe, he en- : 
ter d on reading the Polyglot Bible, and noted ſeveral Things 
which came into his Mind, comparing them with what he a 
found remarkable elſewhere; and were it not ſor this Labour 
of his, he could not ſo eaſily have attempted his vaſt Work | 
upon the Bible, half of which 1 bave ſeen already. I make N 
this" Obſervation here, that no one might be fo fooliſn as to 7 
imagine it ſprung up, like a Muſbroom, in one Night; and of | 
this his extraordinary Induſtry, his Fellow-Citizens and all Ml © 
who have known him from that Time forward can bear ſuth- Ml © 
cient Witneſs. When he was at Saumur, there came out a fl 
ſmall Tract with this Title, Liberii de Sanfto Amore Ep f 
fiole Theologice; i. e. The Theologicol Epiſtles of Liberius de St; Wl \ 
Amour; in which Piece many Doctrines of the Arminians, and f 
ſome Places of Scripture were explain'd. The Profeſſors of Sau- 
mur underſtood, that n Printed it, and would f. 
fain have put a ſtop to the Preſs; but being finiſh'd, it wasaf- 
terwards ſent into Holland. They, who affitw that \Desborde: Wil © 
was forc'd to leave France on this Account, are miftaken, for — 
he continu'd there a long Time aſter; nor had he been com- ll 
pelld to go away, had there not been found upon him an Edi- ? Y 
tion of a Book written in French, by David Derodon, calld Mt © 
The Tomb of the Maſs. The Profeſſors of Saumur, indeed Wl c* 


made an Enqui er the Authur of the Theological. Epi- 
fies; which were Tometimes ſaid to be one Man's, fometimes 
another's ; | aud by many attributed to Mr. Lz'Clerc: 


\ 


4 -_ 
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ef Mr. Joun LE CrIER c. 9 
Wherefore ſeveral wrote to Geneva about it, but could hear no- 
thing to be depended upon. Some pretended to be acquainted 
with Mr. Le Qerc's way of Writing, and ſeem d perſuaded that 
ſomething of his Wit was viſible in that Work; others ſaid 
there was too much Learning 1n it to be written by one, that 
was not above Four and Twenty Years Old. Some Paſtors 
who liv'd in the Neighbourhood, thought as the Arminiens 
did, but were as fearful to deliver their Sentiments to the reſt, 
as if they had been born under a Spaniſh Inquiſition. Nor in- 
deed” had it been ſafe, even at a Time when the Reformed Re- 
ligion was tolerated in France; fo natural is it to ſome Tem- 
pers to haye no manner of Regard to Humanity and Equity in 
the Cauſe of Religion ; nay, thoſe very Men have none, who 


' deſire, 2936 their Adverſaries ſhouldſhow it to 


themſelves! Various Conjectures being handed about, ſome 
ſaid the Book was Claudius Pajoniuss, a noted Paſtor of a 
Church in Orleans, ſome attributed it to another, but they 
could find no one to fix it upon. I ſhall dwell no longer on 
a matter of ſuch ſmall Moment. I am not Ignorant, that a 
conſiderable Divine of the Confeſſion of St. Auſtin, affirm'd 
in ſome Writing of his, that Mr. Le Clerc had confeſs d to him, 
that he was the Alithor of it; but of this I am certain, that 
his Memory fail'd him, or that he miſunderſtood Mr. Le Clerc's 
Words; tho there is no Reaſon he ſhould be aſham'd of it, 
eſpecially, if we conſider what Age he muſt be when it was 
written. He began now to write to Philip 2 Limborch, to 
know whether any of the Poſterity of Stephen Curcelleus were 
Living; and in this Letter he open d his Mind to him in rela- 
tion to Arminianiſm, which he agreed to. From him he re- 
ceiv'd very Civil Letters, and from thenceforward to this Time, 
they have cultivated a ſtrict Friendſhip and Correſpondence 
with one another. In the Year 168. in Auumn, he return'd 
from Saumur to Grenoble, with an Intention not to ſtay many 
Months in that City. In which liv'd ſeveral Gentlemen of 
ſingular Humanity and Underflanding in Civil Affairs; bu 
as it is the Seat of the Parliament of the Province, it 
full of Noiſe and Law-ſuitsz few or no Learned Men reſort thi- 
ther, or ſuch only as inquire after nothing but News, accord- 
ing to the Condition of Times and Places. Yet Mr. Le Clerc, 
not to be Idle, conversd with thoſe few he found, as well Pa. 
piſts as Proteftamts ; with whom he might Diſcourſe, not with» 
out ſome Benefit, of ſeyeral Matters relating to Human or Sa- 
cred Learning, He often went to hear Stephen Cammnſins E 
his Lenten Sermons, who was Biſhop of the City, and aſter- 
wards receiv d the Cardinals 8 from Pope Innocent Xl. A 
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10 An Account of the Lift and Writings 
Man of a graceful Gravity, Wit and Eloquenee,: which fo 
well adorn'd the Integrity of his Manners, as juſtly created 
the Veneration and Eſteem of all who knew him. He was in 
no ways addicted to the vulgar Superſtitions, but with the 
- Fweetneſs and gentleneſs of his Temper, gain'd the Affections 
of thoſe, who otherwiſe ſeparated from the Church of Acne. 
Now (was Mr. Le Clerc fully refolv'd to make the Jour of 
England, and put off his Journey no longer than till the Month 
of April, which Time he ſpent in ſeeing Paris, and afterwards 
artivd in London, about the latter end of May. The firſt 
Thing be deſign'd was to learn the Engliſh Tongue, in order 
to underſtand ſome Books which were written in that Lan- 
guage ; and becauſe he was unwilling.to loſe any Time in pe - 
uſing Trifling Performances, he bought the Practical Carechiſm 
of that great Divine, Dr. Henry Hammond, as alſo his Annota- 
tions on the New 7;ftamen!, Theſe Books are written in ſuch a 
Style, as Mr. Le Clerc's Engliſh Maſter, who was a Frenchman, 
tho'a Stranger to Tlieology, did not underſtand, Mr. Le Clerc 
has often ſaid, that he has belp'd his Maſter out, when he was 
at a plunge, and explain'd the Senſe of the Words to him, by 
hearing the Tranſlation of them; Wherefore inflam'd with 2 
deſire to know the Tongue and Things, he in a ſhort Time fo 
ſurmounted all Difficulties, that he underſtood molt Words, 
and tranſlated not long after out of Exgli/h into Latin. 

In the mean Time, he often preach'd ſome Sermons: in the 
French Church, and for Six Months or moce was an Aſſiſtant 
to the Miniſters of that Church in the Savoy; and he every Sun- 
day preach'd either there, or at the Greek Church. Very few 
Refugees and Preachers were at that Time come out of France. 
Among others was Andrew de VOrtie of the Sawyy, à learned 
and mild natur'd Man; with whom alone Mr. Le Clerg usd to 
hold more familiar Conferences, about Matters in Divinity, as 

this Queſtion for Inftance, Whether the Law was more perfect 
than the 5 Which Mr. Le Clerc had affirm'd in a Sermon; « 
which he ſeem'd to prove to him only by the Example of the 
Divorce, but diſcover d nothing of his Opinion in Theological 4 
Controverſies. He paid his Viſits to ſome Biſhops and Doctors 4 
of the Church of England; but ſince he could not talk Engliſh, * 
nor they French, except here and there one, and they were not « 
willing to ingage in Latin, and beſides are ſeldoni ſo polite 4 
aud courteous to Strangers as the French, he liv'd. not long e-. 
nougb in England, to eftabliſh a Friendſhip with them, for 4 
be did, wht ſtay a whole Year in that Iſland. Hie preach'd, as WM .. 
I faid before, but about fix Months, alt which Time he deli- WF .. 
ver'd nothing which might in the leaſt offend Delle 66 
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of IF, Journ LI CIE. 1 
tho be generally argu d from different Fundamentals than were 
us'd by others; nor indeed would the common People have 
been diſturb'd, or ſo much as have taken Notice of him, were. 


with the Love of Faction. While Mr. Le Gere was in Eng- 
land, he was taken with a violent Cough and Rhume, whi 
paid him very frequent, unwelcome Viſits; and being born 
under a more benign Climate, he was offended with the Va- 
pours, and Smoak of Sea-coal, which is the conſtant Firi 
us'd at London, ſo that he was in ſome fear leaſt his Lungs 
were touch d. This, together with his deſire of ſeeing Holland 
and knowing in what Condition the Affairs of his Friends the 
Arminians ftood, put him upon a Reſolution of croſſing the 
Sea, in the Company of that famous Hiſtorian Gregory Lati the - 
Lalian, who formerly liv'd at Geneva, and was now paſſin 
over into Holland with his Family, on Account of his ring 
diſoblig'd the Engliſh Court. UNS E1 wy 
Therefore in the Year 1683. in the Winter, he croſt over in- 
to |Holland, and paid ſeveral Viſits to [Philip 4 Limborch, by 
whom he was inform'd of the State of the Arminiant. But be 
did not join himſelf to their Aſſemblies as yet, becauſe his Re- 
lations had recall'd bim to Geneva, with whom he could not 
prevail to take an eternal Farewel of his Country, till he re- 
turn'd thither, and had ſome Diſcourſe with them. Upon this, 
tho he viſited none of the M afloon Church at Amierdam, yer 
he waited upon Peter Furie of Rotterdam, and preach d once 
in the French Church, and the Midſummer after went to Ge- 
#:va, When he came thither, he ſcorn'd to diflemble to his 
Friends and Relations what his Opinions: were, and moreover 
Certify'd, that he was reſolvd with the fitſt Convenience to 
return to - Holland, where be could ſpeak: and live without 
Diſſimulation. I condemn not, fai« He, thoſe People who 
* Difſent from my Opinion, and ſpeak their Minds, tho' 1 
* difaprove their Sentiments; but it ſeems to me to be very 
* unjuſt,” to ſpeak diſterent from what one thinks. Nor is 
** there ſcarce any thing more intolerable to a Lover of the 
| Truth, or, what is all one, the Doctrine of that, which he 
A takes for Truth, to hear it condemn'd and traduc'd in Pul- 
, Pits, as a Thing of very dangerous Conſequence; and the 
„ Contrary Determinations ſtrenuouſly aſſerted, while he has 
„ Lot fo much as the Liberty of making a mgdelt Reply. 
4 This js to betray and kick down the Truth, which would 
; have been baniſh'd from the Earth, had oy who firſt taught 
i been of 1tich unaccountable Tempers. I will not attri- 
* bute thoſe dangerous Conſequences, which neceſſarily flow , 
T C 2 * from 


Wit not tor the Diſgult of ſome Divines, who ſpirited them £ 
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12 An Account of the Life and Writings 
** from ſome Opinions, to thoſe Men who would reject thoſe 
c Conſequencee, tho they admitted the Opinions from whence 
4 they ariſe : But I think it in no wiſe the part of an Honeſt 
* Man to be ſilent of his Sentiments, the declaring of which 
« ſeems to be the only way of excluding thoſe dangerous 
e Conſequences, 

86 My Caf: is different from theirs, who can ſpeak what they 
de think, tho? they are in the wrong; and who live not as if 
& they would perſuade the Conſequences of their Doctrine, tho! 
& they ſhould be admitted. For I am oblig d to ſilence, tho 
« T hear all manner of Contrarieties utter'd eyery where. Nay, 
© I do not eſteem it ſafe to be ſilent, and diſſemble my pri- 
© vate Knowledge of Things, becauſe ſome fiery Bigots would 
c pretend to find out the Reaſon of my ſilence, and be ready 
te to accuſe me either of Ignorance or Neglect, in nat takin 

Notice of their Doctrine. Wherefore, I take it to be mac 
© more adyantageous for me, without creating Trouhle to my 
* Friends and Relations, and without injuring any one, to 


<& retire into Holland azain, where I ſhall very willinghy em- 


** brace any Opportunity of being inſtrumental to the Good of 
them, and Service of my Country. Tais he ſpoke in the 
Preſence of his Friends, his Relations, and that Honour'd Gen- 

tleman, John Dupan, at that Time Protofyndic ; and after he 
had taken' his Farewel of his Country and Acquaintance, he 
return'd to Holland in Autumn, the ſame Year. 

_ . The Winter following, he preach'd ſome Sermons in French 
in the Church of the Arminians; but giving that over, in 


4684. he began to teach Philoſophy, Humanity-Learning and 


the Hebrew Tongue; which Practice he bas continu'd in the 
College of the Arminians at Amfterdam, for Seven and Twen- 
ty Years; and in that quiet State of Life, remote from all 
\mbition, he has finiſt'd all thoſe Works, which be has Pub- 
liſh'd at Holland, or elſewbere. Theſe I am now going to give 
an Account of, according to the Time in which they were 
Printed. For what elſe can be ſaid in the Life of a Learned 
Man, who las been imbroild in no other Buſineſs, but that 
. Which pertains to Literature? But I muſt firſt Premiſe a few 
Things, and put the Reader in mind, leſt he ſhould be abus'd 
by the Dreams of ſlanderous Scriblers, that Mr. Lz Clerc, if 
he had ſet himſelf on getting Wealth, or ſought after an idle 
and unactive Leiſure, the only Things ambitious Men dream 
they are born for, had in a ſhort Time bid adieu to thoſe Stu- 
cies, in which he has ſo gloriouſly ſpent the beſt Part of his 
Life. Nor hall 1 flatter him too highly, if 1 ſay, that be 
might have hop d for greater Encouragement, and abundant- 
, > | : | 55 ly 
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enjoy d the Eaſe and Pleaſures of Life, and with th-" 
u_—_—_— — of his Labours acquir'd a ſufficient Stock of 
Fame 1n any other Society of Chriſtians in the whole World, 
He has never found any Relief from the Liberality of the Datch, 
which may be any ways calrd Liberality ; was never buoy'd up 
by the popular Breath; never aſſiſted by the Smiles of Men in 
Power, nor adyanc'd to any Offices in the Government; but 
owes all he bas to God, and his own indefatigable Labour 
which by God's Aſſiſtance, I am perſuaded, be will never dif. 
continue. This he takes to be a Duty incumbent on every 
one, but eſpecially thoſe whom God has inabled to teach ©- 
thers ; that they ſhould leave no Stone unturn'd, to promote, 
as much as they can, Truth and Vertue, in their Speaking, 
Actions and Writings ; and that ſuch as have the Power to do 
what they ought, and yet mind any thing elſe, but that; are 
a*ſort of Renegados, and Deſerters from the Holy Warfare. 
Nor do I think his Labours have been in vain, which he begun 
with ſo much Courage and Alacrity, and finiſh'd with ſo much 
Watchſulneſs and Perſeverance. know what I ſay to be 
true, who profeſs to have receiv'd conſiderable Improvement 
from them; and ſeveral have read bis Works both in Holland, 
Great Britain, France, and Germany; nor does he want Admi- 
rers even in Tay. | 
I confeſs, bad he liv'd any where elſe, he could not poſſibl 

have profited his Contemporaries ſo much by the printing of pA 
many Volumes, becauſe ſo many Books are no where ſo eaſily 
publiſh'd, and fold, as at Amſterdam, Yet a learned Man 
d WH mult not think of getting Wealth that way in Holland, if he 
Ie does as Mr. Le Clerc has done; who never got any thing ſcarce 
1- ly by bis Writings but Books, which muſt be a very dear 
Bargain when they are purchas'd at the Expence of ſo much 
Time and Labour. As perhaps there is no one can undergo 
more, ſo likewiſe is there no one more unjikely to get an 
ſtate by it; and it is notorious, that the Bookſellers of Amſter- 
dam do not overflow with Riches, as Times 2 ſo as to be able 
to allow a Man wherewithal to live a little better than ordina- 
ry. Iknow that Mr. Le Clerc has plainly given them as many 
Volumes, as one, whom I will not name, was never able to 
make, nor ever will be. He was always contented with a 
little, and as he has been no Burden to his Friends, ſo likewiſe 
is he not deſtitute of Neceſſaries. They who would have it that 
he has only corrected Books of other Authors, or done ſome 
ſuch poor Buſineſs, let them ſhow by their own Example how 
It is poſſible for a Man to publiſh ſo many Works of his own, 
and yet have leiſure enough on his Hands to correct Anarher's 
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more than ordinary accounted of in the World; eſpecially 


As Arcuunt of thi Lift and Writings 
2 — lazy Gentlemen ceaſe to leſſen and detract from his 
„ ie b es eee i die 
Nor are the Works of Mr. Le Clire of that Nature as to re- 
quire Fains only in writing them, '(tho' even that muſt needs 
be great) but a Promptneſs of Thinking, a Choice of Matter 
n apt Uſe of other Mens Inventions, a Readineſs in expreſ- 
ing the Sentiment of the Mind in proper Diction, and à juſt 
and regular Diſpoſition of every thing, ſo as to inlighten the 
Reader by their exact Beauty and Order. As for my ſelf, I 
A Value on Labour and Induſtry, and have a high Eſteem 
r ſuch as can give a good Account of their time; yet till I 
ize..the Invention, Choice, Elocution, and Diſpoſition of 
things at a much greater Rate. #3 23-0 
But I ſhall add one Word more, which is this, that it was 
impoſſible ſor Mr. Le Clerc togive his Opinion of ſo many things 
2 — Philoſophical and Theological Learning, and not 
iffer from the judgment of many Scholars and Dirines; or 
not contract Envy from ſeveral ill-natur'd Wits, which are fo 
peſtiſent in the Republic of Letters; or not excite ſome Men, 
hd are greedy of a Name, to take Pen in hand, and defend 
the common Opinions againſt his. Let but one Man be pro- 
duc d among all the Voluminous Writers, who are ſomewhat 


ſuch as have written of various Matters, and things of ſublime t 
Importance, who has not raid up a Multitude of Adverſaries 
by his Compoſitions ; and then let Mr. Le Clere be condemn d 
with the Croud. But if this can't be donc, let the Envious 
contain their Spleen and wretched Malice, and talk no m ore of 
the Number of his Enemies; for could they raiſe ſo many by 
their Vertue and Learning, as he has done, then might they 
have juſt Cauſe for Triumph and Exultation. 4 77 f | 
No, to come to what Mr. Le Clerc publiſh'd, or caus'd to be 
publiſh'd in Holland, when he took up his firſt Reſideneę in 
Aumſterdam, in the Year 1684. There he publiſh'd the Qui 
- byes Sacra, (Holy Qneitions) of his Uncle David: Le Clerc, for- 
metly Profcflor of the Oriental Tongues in the Univerſity of 
Geneva, and Miniſter of the Goſpel; in which are-explain'd 
many Places of Scripture, and various Idioms of the Holy 
Tongue; to which were join'd the Diatribæ (Düucourſes) on the 
ſame Subject of Stephen Le Clerc. Our Author prefix'd a Pre- 
;tace to them, in hich he bas treated of the Lives of both, and 
added ſome Annotations of his own. ' Two Years after, hc 
-publiſh'd ſome other of their Works, the Orations' of David L. 
Clere, his Computum Eccleſiaſticum (Eccleſiaſtical Account) and 
his Poem: ; the Philological Diſertations of Stephen Le Clerc. 1 


[ 
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WN Mr. Jonn. Le CaERkCe. | 
to be lamented they were not publiſh'd with a little mote Care 
and Correctneſs; but the Publiſher was ſo taken up with o- 
her Buſineſs, that he could not give ſufficient Attendance to 
orrect the Proofs, as they came from the Preſs; , which could bi 
o Fault of his, who minded another Man's Buſineſs, and that 
ratis, and had beſides to do with moſt wretched Compoſitdrg. 
Vet not withſtanding, the Learning of both the Le Clerc s, and 
particularly, the Elder's Faculty at Poetry, was very conſpicu- 
pus from thoſe ſmall Treatiſcs. Both of them were wonder- 
ully induſtrious and patient of Labour, which they know, 
rho have ſeen a Copy of the Alcoran, in Arabic, written a 

Pointed with David Le Clere's own Hand, withſo much Neat- 
ef and Elegance, as may almoſt vie with the beautifut Chii- 
acters of Thomas Erpenius, or even eur Elzevir; and an Ar- 
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15 WS: Copy of the Geography of Nubia, which he could not procu 

58 n 122 Nor was he leſs excellent at the Greet — 
t appears by a Copy of his of Libaniw's Epiſtles, which are 
Ir ot yet publiſh d; in which he has exactly expreſt all the Ab- 
ſo reviations of Writing, which were in the Manuſcript Copy. 
n, is Brother alſo, the Father of our Le Clerc, wrote out with tus 
d on Hand, Hephæftion of Alexandria Enchiridion of Med ſurte 
0- Poems, becauſe it was not to be had for Love or Money. 
at By this the Reader may perceive, that our Author was not the 
ly ird in the Family who could endure Toil and Labour, ant 
et Fel had .publiſh'd ; ſome Specimens of Wit and Underſtan- 
{>> ing. n 0 At t vii eite 2 tri 
'd At the End of the Year 1684, Charler le Cane, a learned Man, 
us ho is now: dead, had ſent ſome Theological Dialogues written | 
of Vn French to Mr. Le Clerc, in order to the Publication of them; 


rhich Volume being not big enough, he added a ſecond Part 
f Dialognes to it, | conſiſting of five Dialogues. In the three 
rſt, Mr. Le Clerc inquires how far our Metaphyſical Notrons may 
xtend; and whas is the Lie of them in Religion. Some general 
principles of 4ncorporcal, and, as the Philoſopbers ſpeak, ab- 
tractcd things, are call'd M-raphyſical Notions, by the heip of 
hich, az it appears from thote Dialogues, Thevlogy is very of- 
en obſcurd, © while the Divines determinę ſome things as 
nown,wlich they are really ignorant of. Tbereſore Mr. LeClerc 
8 of Opinion, that we ought not to uſe thoſe Faculties, which 
od has given ug, otherwiſe than within the Limits preſcrib d 
him, itwe are unwilling to fall into innumerable Erors. 
That as we teceiv d not our Senſes, with a Deſign to pry into 


he be internal Nature of things, which is hidden rom them; but 
| — at we ſhould uſe them for the Preſervation of Life: S0 lik 
all 


ile Meraplyfical Notions extend no farther, than to teach us 
0 5 our 


x6 An Atcount of the Life and Mriting. 
dur Obedience to God, and lead us or! to the Perfection 0 
Good. If we once begin to exceed theſe Bounds, we volunta. 
rily throw our ſelves into unavoidable . of Error. H: 
- found himſelf afterwards very much confirm'd in this Opinion 
in the Lear 1688, when he had read that acute 'Philoſophe:f 
Mr. Lock*s Eſſay of Human UnderFtanding, which was not hen 
publiſhd; where he clearly ſhows that the unknown Subſtan 
-ces of things, are only known Properties, which 1ncurr on the 
Senſes. In the Fourth Dialogue he has prov'd by many Exan- 
ples, how ſome Metaphyſicians abuſe the Holy Scriptures, 
while they vainly endeavour to eſtabliſh their own Dreams by 
ſome Texts; whereas the ſacred Writers meant nothing leſs, 
The Sum of all lies in this, that it is plain, we can never be 
-moreſafe, than when we acquieſce in Revelation only; and 
pretend not to fathom the Myitery of the Divine Nature, and 
other abſtruſer Matters, which God has not thought fit to r6 
veal to us, by our Metaphyſical Reaſonings, and remotet 
Conſequences. | 127005 4.25 

In the Fiſth Dialogue he takes notice of Dr. _ Hammond 
Paraphraſe on the 9th, 10th, and 11th Chapters of the Epiftle 
to the Romans; where that moſt learned Engliſh Divine under 
ſtands the Texts, not of the Decrees, by which Men are pre 
deſtinated to eternal Salvation or Deſtruction, but of the cal 
ling the * 1 to the Knowledge of God. In which thing be 
has follow'd Epiſcopius, but has added ſome things, which 
ought to be diligently weigh'd by thoſe, who would willing] 
underſtand thoſe "Chapters of St. Paul. Nor did this ſmall 
Treatiſe of Mr. Le Clerc come out fo correctly as it ſhould, by 
reaſon of the Ignorance or Lazyneſs of the Compoſitor; yet, 
becauſe it was the firſt Product of his Genius in French, it was 
not diſapprov'd of by his Friends, and thoſe who favour'd 
him either on account of the ſubject Matter it treated of, or the 
Style in which it was written; and this Beginning of his was 
ſet upon a Par with the Compoſitions of ſome celebrated Au- 


ors, | 
- When Mr. Le Clere was at Saumur, and bad viſited An 
joa a ſecond time, he bought the CRITIC AL HISTORY of th: 
OLD TEST AMENT by Father SIMON, which was then 
prohibited at Paris, but reprinted at Amferdans by Elxevin, 
and with ſeveral other Goods had been ſent to Anon. This 
Book had made a great Noiſe, and was read by Mr. Le Clerc 
in a Journey, which he took ſoon after from Saamur to Lyons Bi. 
He then plainly ſaw that Father Simon was ſubjeR to many r 
Objections, and capable of being improv'd by ſome Additions, | 
which he thought might be of Uſe and Satisfaction, if they WS... 


70 — 


F 


E 


— 


* 


25 - 


— 
1 


e of Mr. To H N LE — LER & : 17 


0 
RF ere ſctit abroad into the World, But be did not think it 
He roper at preſent, and therefore put it off for ſome time, till 
n, could Fay more Leiſure, and was better ſurnifh'd with 
N 2 which were neceſſary to a more ſtriẽt Examination of 

that Matter. | | A 
8 Wherefore, after he had taken up his Reſidence at Amer 


dam, anew and more accurate Edition of the Critical Hifory 
was at the ſame time very opportunely publiſh'd at Rotterdam, 
He took to the reading of it once more, and wrote a little 


by Book in French, with this Title; Sentimens de Quelqnes Theolo- 
l zien de Hollande ſur ! Hiftorie Critique du Vieux Teftament, com- 


poſte par M. Richard Simon Pittre ; ok, en remarquant let faus, - 
tes de cet Auteur, on donne divers Principes miles pour P intellis, 
ence de Þ Ecriture Sainte, i. e. G Ja 
*The judgment of ſeyeral Holand Divines, upon Father K. 
« „ns Critical Hiſtory of the Ol Tiſtament, wherein are re- 
&© mark'd the Faults of this Author, with ſome uſeful Directions. 
te for the better underſtanding of the Holy Scriptures, This way 
firſt publiſh'd in the Year 1685, and is reprinted this preſent” 
Year 1711; to which is added a new Preface. This Treatiſe 


reo conſiſted o twenty Letters, in which was contain'd what hig 
ali Friends and timſclf thought worth Reptebenſion. Father $/-: 
be MON, in his Critical Hiſtory, has utter d ſeveral things a- 
ic gainſt the Proteſtants in a bitter and contumelious manner, 
and has given many idle Conjectures inn ops Tags Holy 
al BE Writers, and ſeem d to be very faulty in ſome other things 


which were ſo much the more intolerable, as his ſharp In- 
vectives were leyel'd at all kind of Writers. 

Forithis Reaſon M. LE CLERC uſed him with more than or- 
inary Freedom, as taking it the readieſt way to confute him, 
nd at the ſame time he had amaſsd many things, which 
ery'd tothe Illuſtration of any Argument. Father SIN was 
he firſt Man Mr. LE CLERC attacK'd, ſince he had any Re- 
utation for his Writings ; as for the reſt, fe only warded the 


7 lows they gave him, and never return d them, but upon ſuf- 
5" cient Provocation. But in that Piece, be did not always 
ben gublicn the Opinions, which he himſelf would have fix'd and 
9! Wtablich'd, but the Conjectures of others, as of Friends diſ- 
[hs WWurſing of the Critical Hiftory. As for inftance, he never 
ler WWouvht it his Buſineſs to defend what he bad ſaid concerning 


e. <onjecture, by which the Pencatench was thought to be 
ritten by an Iſraeluiſb Prieſt, who fear'd God indeed, but 
as ſent from Babylon to the Samaritans ; notwithſtanding it 
as more probable than the Conjectures of Father SIMON. 
or did he think it had any Relation to him, what ſome had 
| | D wiren 
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written againſt a Diſcourſe, Of the Inſpiration of the Holy Wri- 
> ters, which Diſcourſe he had inſerted in his Eleventh and 
Twelfth Epiſtles. In this Matter he put on a kind of Indifſerence, 
by which he ſhew'd himſelf very willing and ready to embrace 
the Truth, from whatever Quarter it ſhould happen to ſhine. 
And indeed, as that excellent Philoſopher Mr. JOHN LOCKE 
rery rightly ſaid, that we ought to be indifferent as to the Place 
rom whence the Truth appears, but ſhould be chiefly allur'd 
with the Love of it, even tho it came from a profefs'd Adverſa- 
Our Buſineſs here is to he as Cautious, as we can, of Error; 
it matters not who is our Teacher of Truth. Mr. *. CLERC 
has ſaid ſeveral other Tlungs upon that Subject, at the end of 
his firſt Volume of the PARRHASIANA and in a Preface 
to the Second Edition of the Judgments of ſome Holland Di- 
vines, the Peruſal of which, perhaps, will give the Reader no 
occaſion to complam of baving miſpent his Time. | 
Father SO thinking it requiſite to give him as ſpeedy a 
Reply as might be, put out an Aaſner, which was Publiſh'd 
at Rotterdam, and, according to bis Cuſtom, was full of Gall, 
tho not of ſo much Learning, as would make jt be thought the 
Product of a very found Judgment. Mr. Le CLERC, to ex: 
poſe the unfairneſs of h's Adyeriary, as well as to ſhew how 
far he went from the Truth, undertook a Defence of bis own 
Work in Seventeen. Epiſtles, about the Year 1686; which fo 
ſtung a Man, who was quickly irritated, that he Publiſhd 
another Book full of Contumely, and which rather betray'd' 
his Paſſion, than gave the leaſt Satisfaction to the Learned. 
Wherefore Mr. LE CLERC did not think it proper to make any 
other Reply, but left the Merits of the whole Diſpute to Men 
of, Judgment and Underſtanding. As for ſome others, who 
roſe up againſt him, as well as Father AON, he confuted 
them ina few Words in bis Bibliothegze Univerſelle, of which | 
ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak preſently. I deſire the Reader to 
look over what he hunſelf has wrote in his Parrhaſiana. 

About the ſame Year 1686. cams out bis Bibliothegue Univer 
felt, or Univerſal Library; in French, in which Tongue he wrote 
the greateſt Part to the Nineteenth Volume. In this Work, after 
the manner of other Ephemeris's, which were publiſh*d at Pari, 
Lipfck, and Rotterdam, by tome Learned Men, and were eagerly 
read by every Body, he began faithfully to abridge ſome Books 
which were every Day publiſh'd in Latin, French, Engliſh, 
Halian, and Datch, and therein remark'd, not what fſecm 
proper to be ſpoken in them, but what they particularly con- 
tain d. This was a very laborious Task, for it requir'd no 
ſmall Time and Attention, to make an Epitome of what was 
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| moſt remarkable in thoſe Books. For whatever is good and 


uſeful, is not always expreſt in a perſpicuous and proper Way; 
nor does it require ſmall Pains to underſtand” well the mean 
ing of the Writer, and afterwards lay it down in ſuch Words, 
as may both want Obſcurity, and 1ngage the Reader. This 
Trouble is not to be underſtood, but by thoſe who have un- 
dergone it, or have attempted ſomething of the like Nature: 
A Man, who does nothing but Talk, and never wrote any 
Thing in his Life in a right Order, is an utter Stranger to it; 
for his whole Stock of indigeſted Learning lies in Words, Cu- 
toms, Opinions, which ſtill they have no true Notion of; 
nor are able to expreſs themſelves intelligibly, 1325 
But it is the Intereſt of the Common- wealth of Learning, 
to deſcribe to the Readers the unskilful and foul- mouthd Wn 
ters, (or ſuch whom, being Dead, our Judgment can in no 
wiſe injure, nor breed Contention with,) what ſort of M 
they in reality are. In drawing the Characters of theſe, ſo 
that a Reader may know your meaning, is requir'd a ſharp 
and acute Faculty of Writing, ſomething above the ordina- 
ry Way, and yet not to be accus d of any Inhumanity or Ma- 
lice. Which, to ſay nothing of Mr. L: Clerc, is ſometimes 
ſeen in the F Paris Ephemeri:, ſince they have been brought in- 
to a better form; ſo that they may be read with a great deal 
of Pleaſure, by any one who is not a ſtranger to the French 
Tongue, nor altogether deſtitute of a Taſte; and which are dw 
Jik'd by none but ignorant and ſtupid Wretches, who haye 
no reliſh, of them, and who are not in a Capacity of either 
Underſianding them, or Writing any Thing like them. 1 
mult beg leave to tell thoſe Gentlemen, who have an unac- 
countable diſtaſte to any Thing that is New or Modern, that 
in that way of Writing there ſhines as much Ingenuity and 
Acuteneſs, as in the Compoſitions of the Ancients ; and they 
may read ſuch Performances with as much Benefit, who have 
a mind to Converſe and Talk as well with the Living as the 
Dead. Therefore all Men of a more delicate Wit, take a de- 
light in Things of this Nature, againſt the deprav'd Taſte of 
thoſe who admire in the Ancients, ſeveral Things which ra- 
ther deſerve Cenſure than Commendation. Add to this, that 
Mr. Le Clerc determin'd at firſt, not only what was faid by 
others, but now and then, as he ſaw occafion to confirm it, 
or give a very gentle Confunation of it. Which Thing he has 
ever and anon done, nor could he do it without a thorough 
Knowledge of the Matter in hand, which he purſud with 
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great Diligence and Application. He alſo was willing to ſet forth 
this Work of his, not only with the Inventions of others, ex- 
Plain'd and confirm'd with Candour, or ſometimes correct- 
ed, but with ſome of bis own. He inſerted ſome Diſſertati- 
ons of bis, of the Lives of Famous Men, written with Accu- 
racy, cr ſome other - Hiſtories, Beſides you may read there 
the Writings of other Men, which never ſay the Light in any 
other Paper. In the firſt Volume you may find a_Specimen 
of the Fabulous H ſtory. in which the Journey of the Argonauts, 
and the Act of HERCULES, are brought back to the Faith 
of True Hiſtoty. The ſame is done, in the Third Volume, 
with the Hiſtory of ADO NIS, and in the Sixth with the Story 
of CERES. Many Things are found out from the Phenician 
Tongue, and Circumſtances of Fact, by which it is evident, 
that the Ancient Fables, excepting ſome Fictions of the Poets, 
were the Tranſactions of the firſt Inhabitants of Old Greece; 
which, as they are not preſery'd in any Writings, but were 
Handed down by Tradition only, or ill tranſlated from the 
Phkenician Language, (which was not well enough underſſood,) 


into the Greek, were by degrees ſo corrupted, that one could 


not diſtinguiſh them from Fictions. SAMUEL BOCHART 
Had ſtruck upon Things of this Nature, with which Mr. Le 
Clere was wonderfully pleas'd,and to which he added many more 
of his own, not only in thoſe ſmall Pieces, which are inſerted 
in his Bibliotheque Univerſelle, but alſo in his Notes io HESIOD's 
Theogonia. But beſides theſe, there is Extant in the Ninth Vo- 
Jume of the {ame Bibliotheque, a Specimen of the Poetry of the 
ee, which he contends conſiſted in Verſes of a like end- 
ng ; in his Tenth, The Life of EUSEBIUS of Ceſare, in his 
Twelfth, of St. CYPX[AN and PRUDENTIUS; and in his 
Eighteenth, of GREGORY NAZLANZEN ; this could not be 
done, but at the Expence of much jabcur, nor is the Talent of 
eyery Man to write in that Way, which is utterly unknown 
to the ſmattering Pedants of the Age, who deal in Words on- 
iy, and the Parts of Specch, mcer Collectors of the Scraps and 
Syyce pings of Latin, But this requires a Gemus, cultivated in 
the ſublimer Studies, and well vers d in tie Laws of Hiſtory, I 
Thall ſay the ſame of the Cemmentaries belonging to the Hiſtory 
WW of Jan ſeniſm, which 3 re found in his Fourtcenth and other Vo- 
Janes, whether they be His, or ſome Body's elſe; I ſhall not in- 
Yuire, but they are to be met w th no where elſe. It is needleſs 
to ſay any more of this Werk, of which the Author has faid 
ſomething towards the end of il e firſt Tim, of the Parrhafiana. 
While he was employ'd about his Bibliot heque Univerſelle, he 
always read his Philoſoplical Lectures, and explain'd _ 
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n one Writer. But when be found no Body, who would. 
tg him in his Senſe of every Thing, or whom he had 
eaſon to believe to have deliver d themſelves fitly and perſpi- 
ouſly enough, in relation to thoſe Things, which concern 
e Lovers of Philoſophy to know, as he himſelf witneſſes in 
be Preface to his Logic : Our Friend apply'd his Mind Jike- 
wile to writing on that Subject; that he might have a Treatiſe; 
of bis own, by which to explain his Mind to bis Scholars. Fot 
his reaſon he wrote his Logic, Ontology and Pneumatology, . 
hich were firſt publiſh'd in the Year 1692, at Amſterdam; 
e dedicated his Logic to that incomparable Gentleman, 
2OBERT BOYLE, who died before ever a Copy of it came to 

is Hands; his other two Pieces to the moſt Ingenious and Acute 
Philoſopher, FOHN LOCKE, to whom afterwards he inſcrib d 
All Three, when they had a Second Edition in 1697. a 
I think it will not be amiſs, if I quote ſame Things out of 
dis Dedication to Mr. BOYLE, by which one may eaſily per- 
eive the Drift and End of Mr. Le Clerc's Logic. After he has 
eſervedly commended that great Man for his Philoſophical 
earning, he ſays thus, As you have far excell'd in this 
Way of Knowledge, DEMOCRITUS, who is reported ta 
have ſpent moſt of his Time in Experiments ; You, above 
the other Lovers of Wiſdom, bave reap'd a very plentiful 
Harveſt, which, in the Judgment of EPICTETUS, ariſes 
from Contemplations of this kind; you bave underſtood, as 
you have publickly noted in that golden Book, Of Final 
Cauſes, itt binogipus & var àxor, (to uſe the Word of the no- 
ble Philoſopher, 2% Ane Lusen nat lend, & 1%, 5 Our 
5dr 73 Oder, Y cupnuer ZN Eu 74s xacrat, &c. That 
it became Philoſophers, if they were wile, to do nothing elſe, 
either in Private or in Public, but with Hymns —_ 

ſhe Divine Being, and with Praiſe approach the Graces, 


e.) 
I will be bold to add here, that, notwithſtanding, to a vul- 
x Capacity, Logic ſcems very remote from the Study of Pie- 
yet by reaſoning according to its moſt accurate Rules, as 
ave made it plain by ſeveral Examples, a Man is directly 
to Sentiments of the higheſt Moment. It is a grievous In- 
y to the Chriſtian Religion, which is offer'd by ſome (not 
eed out of any Evil Inclination, but for want of being bet- 
inſtructed in it) when they deny, that we ought to give 
y heed to Reaſon in Matters which concern Religion. B 
s means chiefly it is become ſuſpected, without Cauſe, by 
n of incredulous Minds. For, while in every Thing elſe 
y allow themſelves the uſe of Reaſon, withcut winch Forp 
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Enty, which was added in the Year 1707. 


would Eternally be deceivd; yet, when we come to tall of 
Religion, and they hear that they onght to believe what their 
Malters affirm, they continually ſuſpect ſome Fallacy. Nor 
would they perhaps be always deceiv'd, if they attributed 
ſome Fraud to the Ignorant and Unlearned Interpreters of the 
Chriſtian Doctrine, at the fame Time ſeparating the Cauſe of 
Religion, from their Cauſe. We have better Thoughts 'of the 
Goſpel, and think that all its Principles may, without Dan- 
ger, be reduc'd to the moſt ſevere Laws of Right Reaſon. If 
any Thing be above Reaſon, or plac'd out of its proper Li- 
mits, then it is ſilent of its own accord, nor will endeavour 
to give Judgment concerning Things, which belong not to its 
Province, Theſe, and many other Things we hope we have 
explain'd ſo clearly, that there can be no room for Doubt. Mr. 
Le Clerc at that Time ſet a great value on Philoſophical Tradi- 
tion (as he did likewiſe on all forts of Learning) becauſe it 
ſerr'd to draw the Lovers of it to right Thoughts of God, and 
to the Cultivation of Virtue; otherwiſe he had no miglity e- 
ſteem for it. Hence it was, that by many Inftances drawn 
from Theology not rightly underſtood, he openly diſcoverd 
the Fountain of Sophiſtry and Error, as he profeſſes in the Pie. 
face to his Logic. | "Oy Weg 

In compiting this Piece he was oblig'd to other Men's La- 
bouts, which he is far from diſowning, both in his Dedication] 
to Mr. LOc RE, and alſo in the Preface to his LOG1C. But 
the Diſpoſition of the whole is his own ; he has likewiſe many 
other Things ſcatter'd here and there, which were never touch'd 
upon; inch is his Socratic Method of diſputing, which con- 
cludes his Logic; to which afterwards was joĩn'd in the Second 
Edition, a Diſcourſe, Of a Theological Argument drawn fron 


- As to his Ontology and Pneumatology, they were partly tak: 
from the Writings, of other Men, concerning an Es con: 
der'd in General, and the Nature of Spirits: Partly from hf 
own Meditations: he thought many Things ought to have beet 
expreſt in other Terms, and he confirm'd all with Argument 
of his own. Therefore there are ſome Things drawn from ti 
School-Philoſophy, concerning Ens in General; in which | 
was neceſſary the Minds of ſtudious Men ſhouſd be inftrud 
ed, in order to underſtand the way of ſpeaking which thok 
Divines made uſe of, and alſo by Degrees learn how to u 

ne Axioms, which were eternally true, to Purpoſes of a h gh 
Importance. There are many Things in his Pneumacolo! 
which were found out by the Induſtry of the Moderns, and! 
luttrated, inlarg'd, and confirm'd by Mr. Le Clerc ; not wil 
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nfatation of. ſome who: differ d from bim, and particu- 
b 8s DES CARTES. Upon which Account, I 
onder any one ſhould imagine, that Mr. Le Clerc agrees 


rith DES. CARTES, in this Place, more than in any Place 
le; when in Truth be never yy, en with him more 5 
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zuently. For inſtance, he runs Counter to DES CA | 
n the 4th Chapter of his-Opralogy, in relation to what DE 

ARTES thought of God's Power to change the Eſſences of 
hings ; in the 10th Chapter, in thinking any thing to be in 
he Effect, which had not been in the Cauſe; Chapter 1xthe 
n that he contended, that the Determinations of God were 
nknown to us, and that we could not argue from them; 
bapter 13th. Of Contingency, which the CARTESIANS 
generally extol ; Chapter 14th. Of the Poſſible and Impoſſihle, 
hich CARTES was of Opinion, depended on the mere Di- 
rine Will; when he taught that God could do Contradicti- 
dns; Chapter 16th. Ot the Notion of Perfect and ImperfeR 

bapter 18th. Of the Diviſion of Eny's into Genuss, and 

dther Things, in many Places, tho CARTES is ſaldom cited 
by Name. So likewiſe in his Pnexzaralegy, where what be 
ays concerning the Nature of Mind being} unknown to us 3 
dect. 1. Is plainly repugnant to the Conclutions of the CA. 


Li ESL ANS; as many Things which are diſcours d of. . 
o oncerning the Nature of God, of his Intellect, his — 
ut 


and Ommpotence. . Wherefore there was no reaſon, Why a 
Learned Man ſhould think Mr. Le Clare was a Favourer dt 
ARTES, in this Place more than in any elfe,, - 
In the Second Edition, which came out 170. of his. Phile- 
opbical Works, lie took care to annex to them a, ſmall Piece of 
THOMAS STANDET's, a Learned Gentleman, which, con- 
ain'd a Hiſtory of the Oriental Philoſophy, and which he had 
ranſlated out of Exgliſh 1690, and iſh'd it by it ſelt, 
1th Notes and a Phalological Index; tho” he is not us d to ex- 


plain this to his Scholars. It concern'd the Lovers of Philaſo« 
bee phical Hittory, that this famous Piece, of tao, ſmall a Bulk, 
en hould not periſh. Hence alfo it appear d, how far diſtant 
| (rom the Truth the molt Ancient Philoſophers were, and k 
ch! hoſe Praiſes the Greeks themſelves were ſo very full ; tha not: 
rc withitanding they were right in ſome Thing. 
thok In the Year 1695, Mr. Le Clerc publiſh'd his Book of Natu- 
ral Philoſophy by it ſelf, which in the Two Slowing Editi- 
gbegons made up the Third, and Fourth Tome of his Philoſophical 
er. There is no. occaſion for me to add in this Place the 


latter Editions, it is enough to ſay, that they were more cor- 
eb doch as to the Matter and the Style, r 


| 1 what ſeem'd to him to be expreſt otherwiſe than it 


no need of Logic. And indeed whoever knows the Hiſtory of 


* 
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Le Clerc's conſtant Opinion, that nothing was more unbe 
coming a Philoſopher than Obſtinacy, or Obſcurity of Style 
Therefore if he learned any Thing from others, he 'continual. 


ould be, or he inlarg'd his own Thoughts from thence ; if 
any Thing was amiſs expreſt, he endeavour'd to give it a better 
turn. In which he chiefly aim'd at Perſpicuity, and was not 
very fond of what we call a Fine Style; except that the Diction 
of the Old Latin is much clearer, than the uncertain and mix'd 
School-ſtyle of the laſt Ages. Otherwiſe he made uſe of all 
the Words and Phraſes which Cuſtom had Conſecrated, and 
thought that they ought not to be changed, when he could 
| ip meet with Words as perſpicuous in the Ancient Latin 
Tongue. | | | he 
: 17 the Matter of his Books I ſhall ſay no more, they are 
ſufficiently known by Four Editions in Holland, one in Enpland, 
and one in Germany, The Fourth Edition Printed at Holland 
in 1910, is the beſt of all, and as for the Matter the largeſt and 
correcteſt; tho? there are here and there ſome Typogtaphical Er. 
tors, which Mr. Le Clerc leaves to the Cenſure of the Moroſe' 
and Envious, and the Candor of Impartial Readers, A Preface 
is prefix d to the Third and Fourth Editions, in which our Au- 
thor has confuted ſome Learned Men, who would have the Ma- 
thematicks ſupply the Place of Logic, and therefore that there is 
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Mathematicks, may obſerve, that they have reaſon'd rightly in 
Mathematicks, but in other Things liave been as ſubject to mi- 
ſtake as the reſt of their Fellow Creatures. Wherefore he 
thinks they are much in the wrong, who in teaching Philoſophy, 
8 oyer Logic; and whoever reads his Logic, will find this 
bſcryation as true as the unn. 

I doubt not, but that a great Part of the Rules of Logic, and 
its whole Method, or Third Section, is drawn from the Rea- 
fons and Precepts of Mathematicks ; but they are tranſlated to 
ether Things, in which the uſe of them is ſo demonſtrated, 
that every one muſt give bis Aſſent to what Mr. Le Clerc has 
ſaid, and many have afterwards reaſon'd Mathematically t 
if I may be allow'd to ſay ſo, on Arguments not in the lea! 
Mathematical. I have known ſome who for that Reaſon have 
return d him hearty Thanks, becauſe he taught them to diſpute 
in Order and Method. Belides, there are ſeveral famous Men, 
and Learned Lawyers, particularly in Germany, who have 
highly recommended that way of arguing to their Scholars; 
and have profeſs d openly, that no Cauſe could be rightly 
manag d without ſuch an Order. 
18 | pers 
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CLERC's Writings are eſteemed there, becauſe they contain a 
fuller" Explication of the Eclectic Philoſophy, which that Learned 
Philologer and Divine, JOHN FRANC. BUDDEUS has fol- 
loud. But Mr. LE CLERC's Pieces were publiſh'd before the 
Eclectic Philoſopby of that famous Man came out into the World ; 
therefore they {peak without Book, who talk after the rate 1 
mention d; for Mr. LE CLERCcould not explain what he had 
not ſeen. But he never took it ill that his Labours ſhould be 
beneficial to others, which came abroad for no other Reaſon, 
but to profit as many as they could. Inthis, Truth alone is to 
be regarded; and not who was the firſt or laſt who taught it; 
and that it became no body to ſeek the Glory but the Benefit of 
their Readers, which if any can be gather'd from the Writings 
pf Learned Men, they have Reaſon to rejoice at it. and con- 
ratulate their good Fortune. ', 5 614012 "218.08 

In the mean time, Mr. LE CLERC, tho' imploy'd in other 
Buſineſs, was prevail'd upon by the Importunity of ſome Book- 
ellers to undertake a new and troubleſome Work; which was 
o review LEWIS MORERPTs Hiſtorical Diftionary. There bad 
deen a th Edition of it printed at Paris, in theYear 1688, which 
vas full of Faults ; and it was impoſſible to bring 1t into any Form, 
Das to pleaſe the: Learned, without reviſing and looking it all o- 
er, from the Beginning to the End. Nor was it conſiſtent witi 
E CLERC's Leiſure, and more momentous Studies, to enter on 
ny thing which requir'd ſo much Time; nor could the Bookſel- 
ers furniſh him with Books neceſſary for ſuch an Undertaking, 
or could they allow him Time enough, nor were they able to 
dear the ſuitable Expences, which might be ſufficient to bring 

atters to Perfection, or ſomething next to it. Therefore he 
hought he had enough to do to amend ſome thouſand of Errors, 
rhich were obvious to him in his curſory Reading; and this 
Keviſe he afterwards went over thrice, even to the Ninth Editi- 
n, which came out in 1702. Of this he has ſpoke in his Pre- 
aces to Moreri's Dictionary, in an Advertiſement which he hag 
ſerted in his Novella Reipublice Literariæ, for the Month of Fe- 
ar), 1700. and laſtly, at the End of his Parrhafsana, Tom. I. 
ndeed it were to be with'd that a Man of Induſtry, Learning, 
nd Eloquence; a Lover of the Truth, and one who would 
peak his Mind, and at the ſame time had Leiſure, and was be- 
14cs well furniſh'd with a Stock of Books; I ſay, It wete to be 


iſn d that ſuch a one would ſet down to the compiling of ſuch 
Dictionary. Every body would be the better for it, ſince we 
nd Books of that Nature are caught up immediately, if we 
may believe the Bookſellers, who tell us, that beſides the French 

. Editions, 


I perceive ſome of the ſame Nation have ſaid that Mr. IE 
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- a great Fault lies in theLearner ; but, if we ſeriouſly conſider it, 


lead Men the direct Way te Truth and Virtne ; on the contrary, 


_ £»get ſome Reputation by his Writings, there were not want. 


” * * - * 


Editions, there have been publiſh'd and ſold at Holland within 
theſe twenty Years, almoſt Ten Thouſand Copies of Mortri.s Di- 
ctionary; not reckoning among them the Engliſh and German Ver- 
ſions, and Interpolations of the ſame Work. Which could not 
be read without great Satisfaction aud Benefit to the Reader, be- 
ing a Work which tended to the eſtabliſhing of Truth, Religion 
and Virtue. For why ſhould not a Dictionary, which has thoſe 
things in view, do as much good as BAT LE'sdid harm, which 
was made to overthrow them? Nor can I think Mankind ill 
dealt with, which could not return to a better Advantage, if they 
were generally taught in a better manner. Iacknowledge that 


the Teacher is guilty of no leſs. There are few Diſcourſes which 
ſquare with right Reaſon in every thing; and few Books which 


there are ſcveral which entice them out of it. But theſe arc 
Grievancis I believe, which will never be remedied. ; _ ; 
Mr. LE CLERC had for a long time purpos d in his Mind to 
attempt ſomething on the Old Teſtament, and ſince theYear 1690. 
he publiſh'd the Prophet Obadiah, with a Paraphraſe and Com- 
mentary in one Leaf in Ouarre. By which Specimen it came to 
paſs, that he was deſir'd to go t h all the Old Jeſtament in 
the ſame Manner as with Obadiah. Upon this be ſet himſelf to 
it in earneſt three Years after, in 1693. He publiſh d tbe Book 
of Geneſis in the fame Dreſs, with ſome Critical Diſſerration:, 
which was reprinted laſt Year, 1710. In 1695. came out 
the other four Books of MOSES, which have been ſince printed 
2 ſecond Time. I ſhall ſay no more of this, becauſe he himſelf 
has very clearly diſcours d of it in the 21ſt Volume of the Biblio- 
theque Choiſee, | | 
But while the Book of Deuteronomy was in the Preſs, upon 
ſome Occaſion, he publiſh'd in Octavo, A Paraphraſe and Notes 
on the Beginning of St. JOHN's Goſpel ; where he has explain'd 
that Place in ſuch a Manner as utterly overthrows the Doctrine 
of the UNIT ARIANS. This was alſo publiſh'd in a larger 
Print, and annex'd to the Pentatench, but omitted in the laſt E- 
dition, with a Deſign to be put in a more proper Place, when 
Dr. HAMMOND's Annotations on the New Teſtament, of which 
hereafter, ſhall be reprinted, which I hear will. be done ſpeedi- 
ly. By this very Book it might be plainly ſeen that our Writer 
is by no Means of the UNITARIANS Opinion; which he has 
declar'd at other times, when he would think it neceſſary to 
combat with the Calumnies of his Adverſaties. For as ſoon as 
ever he went into the College of the AR MINTANS, and began 
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tute, h which they commonly beſpatter the AXRMINLANS ; 
and therefore, whatever he wrote relating to Divinity, was im- 
mediately blaſted with the odious Name of SOCINLANISAF. 


To ſuch a Height of Slander is this Age arri d, that CHRISTIANS - 


at this Day perſecute one another with as much Malice as the 
HEATH did the PrimitiveſC HRIST IANS formerly; whom 
wheti 'they' could not load with Odium enough, by producing 
thoſe Articles againſt them which they profeſs d to believe, they 
objected At heiſm to them; nor would they hear them when 
they offer d to confute ſuch a flagrant Scandal}, but continu'd to 
add Weight to their lying Speeches, by a perpetual Repetition of 
the ſame'falſe Accuſation. There were ſome who wrote againſt 
the foremention'd Book, of which he has {aid a tew Words at 
the End of the firſt Tome of the Parrhaſiana. | 

In 1696, toward the latter End of the Year, came out his Ars 
Critica, in two Volumes in Octævo; the firſt of which he-wrote 
for the Uſe of the ſtudious, ſome time after he had conſider'd of 
it in his Mind; ſome Specimens of which he communicated to 
the Learned in the tenth Tome of his Biblietheca Univer ſalts. Ta 
this Year he finiſh'd what he had begun, and added a ſecond Vo- 


lume to the firſt, which two might contain all that Art, Tlitg - 


Piece was printed at Londen, from the Amſterdam Edition, at 
which laſt Place it came out again more accurate and 
in 1700, together with a third Volume, of whichafterwards. 


Several indeed had written before D- Arte Critica, as JOHN 


WOWER, in a Book De Polymathia, FRAN. ROBORTELLUS, 
and GASP, SCIGPPIUS. HEN.STEP HENS had ſometime ago 
publiſhd a Diſcourſe De Criticis ; But not a Man of em, when 
there were ſo many Critics, to the beſt of my Knawledge, had 

ven a thorough View of the whole Art, in Order and Method, 

t Mr. LE CLERC; who was neither oblig'd to WOWER or 
STEPHENS for any Aſſiſtance in this Matter: Excepting 
thereiore ſome few things, this whole Structure was rais'd from 


its firſt Foundation, by his Hands alone. Having conceiv'd a 


full Notion of the whole, he ſaw what it would contain, and 


plac'd every particular Part in its proper Place, as commodi- + 


ouſly as he poſſibly could. He ſo manag'd it, and in ſuch a 
Ma nner, as made it intelligible at firſt Sight to thoſe who ne- 
ver read it, But forthe Advantage of others I will give a ſmall 
Sketch of his Defi.n. After he has; iven a Definition of that Ait, 
and laid down the Diviſion and Uie of it, hein:tructs the young 
Scholar in what Order he ſhould enter on the Studies of the £4- 
tin, Greek and Hebrew Tongues. Then he delivers lome general 

E 2 , Rules, 


d 


ing Credit he bad gain'd, with the ſame Envy and ill Na- 


- r 4 
ing ſome Men; who made it their Buſineſs to overthrow that | 


Ger willing to embrace. 
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| Rules, which pertain. to the Explication of all Words and kinds 
ol Speaking; where he explains many Places of all Antiquity 

ſacred and profane, and many Idioms of the Languages Jult 

mention d. After that, be examines Words and Phraſes by 
themſelves, according to the Genders to which they may be re- 
duc d, and ſhows how the great Difficulty in Underſtanding 
them may be ſurmounted, And of theſe conſiſts the firſt Vo- 
lume, The ſecond is wholly/taken up in tracing the Original 
of thoſe Scapes in Writing, and the Way of removing them ; 
as alſo in the Art of diſtinguiſhing the ſpurious Places and Wri- 
tings from the genuine ; and laſtly, how to make a Judgment 
of the Style and Character of an Author which Mr. LE CLERC 
illuſtrates by the Example of O. CU&TJUS. In all thefe you 
may meet with ſeveral good Touches, on Humanity, Learning, 

nd many things drawn from the very Heart of Phuloſophy and 

Theology ; by which it appears of what an Extent the Critical 

Art is, and how much it contributes to the Illuſtration of that 

Learning. Mr. LE CLERC, according to his Cuſtom, has 
treated the Learned Men, as well the Dead as the Living, whom 

he has bad occaſion to mention, with abundance. of Civilit 

and good Manners, and from whom all kind of Lnterature has 
xeceiv'd ſome Light; and of whom he bas 1poke very well, 
tho himſelf is backward in receiving the Praiſes which he has 
given others. But becauſe he handled it in ſuch a Manner as 
they who were nothing but Gramwarians could not do; and 
becauſe he ſpoke what he thought frankly, of many things in 
which he differ d frcm their vulgar Sentiments, and of ſome 
things which were above their Capacity, and becauſe be bad 
therefore the good Opinion of Men of Tait and Penetration, he 
ſo raie'd the Spleen of ſome Grammarians, that from that Time 
forward they enter'd in a deadly Engagement againſt him, and 
inſtead of returning bim Thanks, loaded him with Obloquy and 

Reproach. What ſhall be do now, to regain the good Graces 

of the Divines and Critics, who had {truck at him with their 

bitter Inycctives? He muſt join with the ſtrongeſt Party; he 
nuſt write nothing but the Praiſes of them, who without any 
ei, of R-aſon were his Enemies; he muſt never do any 
thing of Valuc, nor mult he have endeavour'd to write any 
thing for the Approbation of Men of exquiſite Judgment; then 
indeed he might bave had a Chance to pleaſe them, and yet not all 
of them, who had peltcd him with their railing Language. But 
then he muſt haye bid an eternal Farewel to Truth and Virtue, 
and to all honeſt Endeavours of afſilting them, and have liv'd 
he ſervile Life of a lupplc Flatterer, which he wiſhes may never 

11 


appen, and which, if I miſtake not, no good Man would be 
| In 
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+656; chere came out a Second Edition of an hi ſtorical. 
moon ark Piece, written in French, calld, Vita JOAN. 
RMANDI, Cardinalis Daci, Richelii, in two Volumes in Oc- 
vo, and attributed to Mr. LE 'CLERC; | who, on account of 
reſhing his Mind, almoſt wearied out with the ſeverer Studi 
d, as it were, diverted bimſelf from Theological and Latin 
abours, to this of Hiſtory and French. They who ſhall take 
e Pains to read it, will eaſily ſee that there is nothing owin 
ther to Favour or Diſaffection, but that the chief Tranſaction 
that celebrated Cardinal, and his private Negotiations,” are 
t in a true Light, and, to uſe the Words of LIV, Q. . 
ecipue in cognitione rern ſalubre, & r. Whatever is particular- 
advantageous in the Knowledge of Things, all Examples are 
ac d as in ſome famous Monument, that every one ho reads 
em may find ſomething'worthy Imitation, and which maybe | 
ceable to himſelf and his Country; and on the other Side, 
ay learn to ſhun what ought to be avoided. Whether the Au- 
of, whoever he was, had a Mind to try his Faculty at wti- 
g Hiſtory, if he were willing to turn his Application that 
ay, or for what ever other Reaſon it came into the World, it 
pk wonderfully, becauſe no Facts or Sayings are related there 
ithout ſubitantial Witneſſes, and every thing is told with e- 
me Candor, and the Judgment given not out of Affection to 
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1 y, or from the Opinions of ſonie ſingular People, but | 
d eh'd from the eternal Rule of Truth and Equity, which is 4 
n mmon to us all. If therefore theſe Volumes were written by | 
E r. LE CLERC, tho engag d in a different Kind of Studie 
d ere is no Reafon that he ſhould be aſham'd of them, or that | 
e ey ſhould be in any ways detrimental to his Reputation. | 
Ee reat Wits have the Privilege of expatiating where they pleaſe, ' | 
d ſo be they do nothing which does not tend tothe ſame Scope 

d Truth and Virtue, and leads the Reader at length to that end, 


mich we ſhould all arrive at. | l | 
In this Year, likewiſe, viz, 1696. Mr. LE CLERC publiſd 
mall Piece in French, Of the Benefit and Blank Tickets, in what 


y commonly call Lotteries, and which at that Time began to | 
y ſet up in Holland, in which he ſhews that the Divine Provi- 
y ce is not preternaturally conſider'd in the common Lots, and 
n at the wordsBenzfir and Blank are ſenſleſs Terins; he touches on 
L eral Philoſophical and Theological Things, which cou'd not 
t expected from the Title of the Book; and which the Chriſtian 


pmmon-wealth would be concern'd to have read and thought 

a yet what was of much greater Moment, was another 

pok in French, of Incredulity, which was publiſh'd the ſame 

ar. Several had written, Of rhe Truth of rhe Chriſtian Religi- 
| | J on, 
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o end Accuracy taugh 


| credulity, both thoſe which are within a Man, and withor 


and, as it were, ſhut the Gate of Salvation agai 
ſels. For who will not be ſubject to Calumny, if they, wh 


der Underſtanding ! Mr. LE CLERC bimſelf has been ofte 


| 72 — Hiſtory, from the beginning of the World down to tht 


few Hours; by which means the Fate of Human Kind, and 
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on, and d it to be from God; yet no one had with-ſuffg 
m — t what it was, which deterr d the Increc 


lous from coming into the Belief of it; and therefore, that n 
thing ſhould be wanting, he hete lays open the Cauſes of 1 


him, very copiouſſy and carefully; whence we maygather, th 
— 94 any firm Grounds to deny the Belief oe Saviou 
To. this are annex'd Two Epiſtles, in which the Trath of . 
Chriſtian: Keligion is placd beyond all manner of Diſpute an 
Doubt. This Piece was written and publiſh'd with no othe 

eſign, but to let the Doubtful ſee, that he had no longer an 

eaſon to refuſe his Aſſent to the Chriſtian Doctrine, becauh 
be was hindred by fonie Fault of his own, or of others; an 
to confirm the Believers, that they might not be beaten off 
that Temper of Mind by every trifling Reaſon. A Chriſti 
Divine — to lay nothing more at Heart than this; eſpecy 
ally in theſe Times, when the Incredulous impoſe on Chriſt 
ans, partly thro* their own Fault, and partly, becauſe they 
who are call'd Chriſtians, are too apt to diſcourage — — 

em, 
ther by the badneſs of their Morals, or the falſeneſs of thei 
Doctrine. If any one take him to have had any other Purpo 
in view, be wrongs him very unjuſtly, and hinders himfel; 
as far as he is able, from reaping any Advantage of right Cou 


Incredulity, cannot eſcape the Venom of a Railing 
Tongue? Which of the Incredulous will ever come into u 
x They become ſuſpected who endeavour to ſet all Thing 
right ? But may forgive them, and bring them to a bet: 


heard to ſay among his Friends, that if be had any Parts, Wit 
or judgment, however ſmall it was, he had laid it all out in 
Writing that little Treatiſe 3 which he took to be of the bigh 
«& Concern, and which had for a long Time coſt him abun 
dance of Meditation. | 

In the Year 1697. came out another Piece of his. which hal 
been written ſome Time before, for the Uſe of the Young Gen 


temen, bis Scholars, and which contain'd an Epitome of La 


Reign of CHARLES the GREAT, and a brief Expoſition d 
Chronology, and which might be read over ſeveral Times in 2 


the Ages of memorable Men might be deeply rooted in the Me 
mory, Nor did he in the mean while omit to teach the Youth 
where they might find a more copious Hiſtory, and ſhew them 

tn " - mal 
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old in, or fallly-reterr'd to ſome certain Times ; he declat'd 


ngs, to which they might refer, if they had an Incliuation 
tho now them more exactly. This Compendium of Hiſtory ap- 
d again in Print at Lipſet in 1709 ; and, as I am in- 
i'd, will be ſpeedily forwarded to the Prefs a Third Tine 
h more Accuracy and Additions. n 284447 SETS 7: 
Another Work of our Authors, which had been a long Time 
MS the Prefs came forth in 1698. viz. The Annotations and 
an apbraſe of Dr. HENRY HAMMOND on the New Te- 

em, which Mr. LE CLERC began to tranſlate into Latis 
an he came into Holland; nor had he finiſh'd it without an 
of ewe deal of Toil and Labour. But now when the beſt 
t of the Work was oyer, and he was perſwaded, that theſe 
ubrations of Dr. HAMMOND would be very much read, 
etermin'd to go'thorough with what he had begun; and at 
fame Time to relieve the Trouble of Tranſlating 1in-ſome 
pree, adjoin'd Notes to it, in which he either gently com 
d Dr. HAMMOND, or confirm'd what he ſaid, or fup+ 
'd what was omitted, as the Time which he expended: on 
Work would allow. iy . Irs] 


iel o one, Who has paid a Viſit to England, can be-ignorant 
on the Value which is ſet upon Dr. HAMHMOND's Works 
e; nor indeed do the Engliſh efteem him without Cauſes 


iling he is one of the firſt Rate of Men, who, following the 
; = mple of HUGO -GROTIUS, bas enter'd on the true way 
interpreting the New Teſtament, and has given abundance 
be Light to many Places in it. Yet it muſt. be confeſs d, that 
Mren has inquir'd to find out the Gnofics in the Apoſtie s Wri- 
wis oſtner than was fit, and likewiſe Excommunication flom 
t ue Places in the Scripture, in which no Body before him 
r found it. And perhaps he had done much better, i he 
plain d the Revelations in another manner than he has 

rather had acknowledg'd, that he did not underſtand them. 
ba Mr. LE CLERC judg'd his Opinion, which was alſo 
31 07 I1US's, whom . nevertheleſs Dr. HAMMOND denies 
Un rr co have ſeen before, was as eaſily to be defended as other- 
the e, ſince the Truth is queſtionable on either ſide. Notwith- 
n ding what can be faid of Dr. HAMMOND, he muſt! be 
ow d by all Men a Place among the belt Interpreters of the 
8 * copy Our er indeed finds — 2 him, 
Me a way as expreſſes a mighty Deference for one 
exaked a Character : which is — an Epifle of hit 
ben a Dr. HAMMOND and Critic Arr, hic ar tis 

Thi 
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/ Things in a quite: different Way fivm what they us d t 
dem but che Moderns had found out and written of ; theſs | 
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Third Tome of the Ars Critica. I know mere are ſorhe” ſy 


bim with the fore-mott in Divinity; and nevertheleſs, that 
biouſly as they pleaſe againſt a Living Author. Our Po 


The fame Printers, who publiſh'd Dr. AMMOND 2 
 Amfterdam,.'at the ſame Time had in the Prefs, a Book'call'd, 


ings 


of Pertons who have raid at Mr. EE CLERC, for what he la 
been pleas'd to ſay againſt the Doctor's Opinion, not out'of ay 
reſpect to him, but out of pure Envy to the Explainer of him 
but their Partiality is ſo palpable,” that Mr. LE CLERC di 
not think it worth his while to give them an Anſwer. If Df 
HAMMOND. were alive now, I doubt not but he woul 
give him Thanks, and be .pleas'd to have lit upon one wh 
could explain his meaning more clearly, than he had dong 
bimſelt, and who took ſo much Pains out of reſpect to anothe 
Man's Labour, when he might have got greater Reputation 
i that had been his Aim, by — Own. 'And' ſing 
it -requir'd much Sweat and Diligence, by reaſon of his har 
and forc'd Engliſh Style, our Friend has given a ſufficient In 
ance, that he therefore diſlikes him, becauſe he ſometimg 
found: Fault with him; and on this Account he lays ſome I. 
tle to the Equity of all Readers, having us'd that Learned Di 
vine with ſo much Moderation. Nor my can any one hon 
wiſe, affirm tbat it is unlawful to diflent from a Doctor who iy 
Deccagd, and at the ſame Time one expreſſes that Diſſent; ranks 


People ſhould have a Right to ſpeak as licentiouſſy and on 
erity 


will ſmile at ſuch Uſage, and wonder how any one could ar 
prove of ſuch partial Judgments, which think that no Bod 
ought to give his Opinion of any Matter, or that Mr. LE 
CLERC onght not to 11 bis Mind about the Expoſitions d 
an Engliſh Divine. But ſince there were a vaſt number in 
England of thoſe Annotations in Engliſh, and in every Body. 
hands; a London Bookſeller took Care to have Mr. LE 
CLERC's Additions tranſlated into Engliſp; which by that 
means made a good Fourth Volume. 611 290802. © 


Parres Apaſtolicorum Temporum, viz. The Fathers who liv'd ü 
the. Apaſtolir Times, by JOHN BAPT. COTELER, whid 
were formerly Printed and Illuſtrated at Paris, to which wen 
added the Animadverſions of others upon them, together with 
ſome other Things looking that way. Some Engliſh Divine 
bad partly ſugge ſted the Deſign of this Edition to the Book 
ſellers; but Mr. LE CLERC' put them in mind, that thi 
Work ſhould be diſpos d in the manner it is, with all the Ad 
ditions to it; he added ſome ſimall Notes to the firſt: Volume 
and prefix d a Dedication to the moſt Reverend Father in God, t! 
Arch-Biſbop of Canterbury, with a ſmall Preface. :Fowan 
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the End of which he has ſaid ſome Things in Praiſe of COTE- 
LER, which he thought ſufficient, and remarkd on other 
hings; by the by, in the Verſion of it; becauſe he was ſo bigh- 
ly extoll'd beyond all Mcaiure, in the Life of Him, written by his 
riends. But they were pleas'd to alter what Mr. LE CLERC 
nad ſaid; which the Bookſellers gratify'd them in, in ſome 
opies, without his Knowledge. Our Author always-thought 
hat there was a great Difference between juſt and deſerved 
Praiſes, which ought to be deny'd no Man Living, and the 
xceſſive groſs Flatteries of Panegyriſts, which were rather Re- 
proaches and Lies than true Commendations. Nor truly are 
hoſe extraordinary Eulogiſts more us d to detract than flatter, 
nd ſo keep a medium in neither. They indulge their Paſſion, 
ather than follow the perfect Light of Right Reaſon. 

Mr. LE CLERC could have remark'd much more on the 
atres Apeftolici, but he was taken up with Buſineſs of another 
ature: About this Time was publiſh'd a {mall Treatiſe in 
atin againſt Poetry; which a certain Perſon, who was chief- 
concern'd in the Adminiſtration of the Republic of Amfter- - 
m, now Deceagd, was deſirous of having tranſlated into 
ench for his own reading. When he had mention'd this ty his 
jend, who told him, it would be better for Mr. LE CLERC 
ſay what he thought of it; upon which our Friend took a 
ſolution to write His Parrhaſiana, ſo call'd, as if they were 
> Miſcellaneous Animadverſions of THEODORE P ARRHA- 
S; after the manner of the French, who had put forth ma- 
Books under ſuch Titles tor ſome Years palt with confider- 
le Applauſe: For this Reaſon he wrote and publiſh'd at that 
me his firſt Volume of the Parrhaſiana, in which are many 
ings ſaid, which were pleaſing to ſeveral concerning the 
ets; Of true and falſe Elequence; Of Hiſtory, and the Diffe- 
ce between the Ancient and Modern Hiſtorians; Ot the Po- 
r Learning which has decay'd in our Age; Ot the State of 
doms, and certain Republicks towards the Mit; Of the 
ence of Divine Providence againſt PETER BATLE, a 
vourer of he Manicheet, according to the Opinion of St. 
EN; Of Affections, Praiſes, and Caſtigations; and, Of 
own Writings, which be takes opportunity to enumerate, 
d defend againſt ſome of his Adverſaries. After this Vo- 
e was fold off in a little Time, in the Year 1701, Mr. 
CLERC, at the Requeſt of a Bookſeller, added a ſecond 
t to it; where in the ſame manner he treats of Theologis 
Controverſies z Of the Studies of ſuch, who profeſs them- 
res not in the number of Men of Letters; Of the way to 
de a Republic Happy z Of 1 Of true and — 
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34 An Account of the Life and Writings 
Zeal: He deſign'd not to write a compleat Treatiſe on any of 
theſe Subjects, but only touch'd on the Chief Heads, which 
ſeem'd to him of greater Moment, to correct, and place ſome 

vulear Errors in a clearer Light. y 
All theſe, for the moſt Part, were kindly receiy'd and ap- 
plauded, by Men of an elegant Wit, and genteel Education, 
and Fortune; yet afterward he animadverts on Them, who 
were incens d againſt him, for this Writing, and who of all 
Men ought to bave given their Aſſent and Thanks to Him, 
Thoſe I mean, who teach Human Learning in ſome Univer- 
ſities, and turn'd ſome Tbings againſt Him, contrary to his 
meaning; for what was ſaid in that Part of the firſt Volume, 
where he Diſcourſes of the Decay of the more elegant Letters, 
was truly and deſervedly ſpoken againſt the Faults, and not 
the Men. Which had never happen'd, if they had found them- 
ſelres entirely free from thoſe Faults, or had not taken it il! 
to be told of them; for they had either not thought themſelves 
concern'd, or had endeavour'd to amend what was amiſs, as the 
ought to have done. From that Time, ſome of thoſe, who had 
been mention'd by Name, and with Commendation by Him in 
other Places, were ever after his greateſt Enemies, and he 
found by Experience that they patronized the Faults, as well a 
the Perſons, They perſecuted him with virulent Calumnies, 
by which he gain'd only this; that it was plain that Mr. Li 
CLERC had ſpoken more Truth of this ſort of Men, than wall 

generally believ' d. | 

Toward the beginning of the Year 1699, came out Farms 
nia Evanzelica, Greek and Latin, in Folio, diſpos'd more com- 
modiouſly than it had ever been before; which: Mr. LE 
CLERC thought on, after he had ſeen ſome imperfect Leavs 
of the Harmonia of the Learned NIC. TOINARD, hic 
were formerly ſent to Daniel Elzevir. The Words of the E- 
vangeliſts were artfully diſpos'd ;- wherefore that Learned Man 
ought not to be depriv'd of his due Praiſe ; but by his over 
much Diligence he feems rather to Obicure and Intangle Mat 
ters, than Illuſtrate and Explain them; which Judgment Mr 
LE CLERC gave of the Edition of the Whole, Printed at Pari 
after the Author's Death in 1707, as may be ſeen in the 151 
Volume of his Bibliorhegue Choiſie. But be acknowledges bin 
ſelf oblig'd to him, for had it not been for him, he had perhayi 
never thought of what he afterward perform'd. Beſ,des, It 
added to the Harmonical Diſpofition of the Evangel:fts, a per 
tual Paraphraſe, which he ſubjoind in their Words, Towal 
the End, were ſome Diſſertations of the Years of our Saviour 
Life, of the Harmonica] Canons, and vt the Evangeliſts, 2 
| om 
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ſome few Notes on the Harmonia. He dedicated this Book to 
the moſt Reverend Father in God FOHN Lord Arch-Biſhop of 
rt, who ( notwithſtanding whatever fone Whiſperer had 
prated to the Diſparagement of Mr. LE CLERC, and Him- 
ſelf) recciv'd it very graciouſly. The Harmonia was ſome- 


— time after tranſlated into Engliſh and Doch; nor is it long 
ſince the greateſt Part of it was publiſh'd at Geneva, in the 
* French Tongue. As Mr. LE CLEKC never undertook any 


Work with greater Chearfulneſs, who wonderfully - admir'd 
the Sermons of CHRIST, in the Order they were diſpos'd, and, 
while he was endeavouring to Paraphraſe them, fix d them fo 
deep in his Mind, as never to ſuffer them to be taken from 
bim; ſo nothing ever gave more Pleaſure and Satisfaction to 
the Pious Readers. | 

About the end of the fame Year 1699, came out the Third 
part of Ars Critica, in which the Art it ſelf is not ſo much 
Treated of as the Uſe of it is ſhown in Matters of the moſt 
weighty Importance. Dr. WILLIAM CAVE gave occaſion 
for this Part, by the Second Volume of his Hiftaria Lite- 
raria, where he contends, in a Diſcourſe by it ſelf, a- 
gainſt the Opinion of moſt Men, that EUSEB/US was 


3 not an Aria, which Mr. LE CLERC bad affrm d, in his 
* Life, which is Extant in the Tenth Tome of the Bibliothegue L 
Li iverſelle ; then he alſo demes, that he had diſguis d nothing in 


he Lives of CLEMENT and - EUSEBIUS, with a deſign to 
prepoſſeſs the Reader to have an honourable Sentiment of Them, 
of which Diſguiſe or Miſrepreſentation he thought our Author ac- 
cus'd him. Therefore in this Third Part of Ars Critica, he has 
written Six Letters to Three Biſhops, whom he acknowledges as 


— Judges of the Controverſie, in which he ſhows the Diſſimulati- 
die en of Dr. CAVE, in relation to the Catechiſt of Alexandria, 
Fand the Biſhop ot Ceſarra; then he Diſcourſes of the Authori- 
1.” and Uſe of Eccleitaftical Antiquity, and largely and vigo- 


ouſly oppoſes all pious Frauds and Diſſimulation, than which 
nothing is more common in Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, He gives 
Is Adverſary no hard Words, but when he is provok'd to it. 
Dr. CAVE indeed reply tothe Charge againſt him, to which 
LE CLEKC gave no Anſwer, as believing he bad ſet the Matter 
in a clear Light enough; nor did he think his Adverfary's Book, 
tho' loaded with Reproaches, did him any manner of Injury. 
The reſt of the Epiſtles pertain to other Qieſtions, which reſul- 
ed from the Animadverſions at the Beginning of St. FOHN, 
which ſome Body had oppos d. Mr. LE CLERC ſhows, againſi 
the Opinion of ſeveral, that PLATO knew nothing of the 
Holy ' Scripture, and the 1 of the Fews, nor ever took: 
. 2 any 


36 An Account of the Life and Weitings 
any Tuing out of their Writings; tat PHILO and PLATA ' 
ſpoke the ſame Thing in what ſavours of the Heathen: Reli gon; 
and that the Jews, who liv'd in Egypt, had taken many Things 
from the  Heathens, Laſtly, he defends, againſt I know not 
whom, his Animad verſiont upon Dr. FLAMMOND, the Ars 
Critica ;- and in a particular Diſcourſe declares, That the Calum- 
nies of Divines are not always to be anſwer d. In the following 
Year 1700, came out the Theologica Dogmata. DIONYSII 
PET 4/11, as they were formerly publiſh'd at Paris, but with 
the Addition of ſome other Theological. Books, which at divers 
Timcs had been written by a very Learned Jeſuit. The Book- 
ſellers, inquiring of Mr. LE CLERC, what was in them that 
they ſold ſo in France and elſewhere, were told before of the 
Writer of them, whoſe Books were very ſcarce, and ſold at a 
great rate. There fore, at their Intreaty, he prepar'd and diſ- 
Pos d in order the Books which were to be added, aud took care 
that they ſhould have a Preface, together wich the Notes of 
THEOPHILUS ALETHIN, S. J. A. E. upon Petavins; and 
tlis was all the Care he took of the Edition; for there are very 
many Things in thoſe Books which he diſapproves of, and which 
would take up too much of his Time in the Publication of them, 

. Otheryiſe they may be read by judicious Men with no ſmall Be- 
nefit, and are certainly read, as the Bookſellers can witneſs, by 

the quick Sale of them. X . | 

JAHN MARTIANeAUS, a, Benedictine Monk, began in 
the Year 1693, to publiſh St. ZERO, and in 1669, pub- 
lIih'd a Second Volume; in which he ſeverely inveighs againſt 
our LE CLEKC and bis Uncle, whom we have ſpoke of be- 
fore; becauſe they had the Boldnels to differ from St. ROA, 
and afhrm that be was nuſtaken 1n ſome Things, which relate 
to the Hehrew Tongue, Mr. LE CLERC had took no Notice 
of a great Affront which was offer d. to himſelt, in his Notes on 
Deuter onomy 3 but when, Seven Years after, nothing would ſerve 
him, but he muſt expreſs his Rage and Rancour againſt his 
Uncle, in the Second Volume of St. ZEROM, tho! the Fathers 
are uſually publiſh'd by the Benedictines, without Injury to any 
one; yet be thought that this fretful Monk ought to be taken 
down; which he did 1700, in no very large Volume, called 
Onzaſtiones Hieronymiane, He always held St. FEROM in as 
high Eſteem as he deſav'd ; but he thought himſelf not oblig'd 
to pay reſpect to the Faults of the Perſon, or have ſuch an Opi- 
nion of his Learning, as to think him not ſubject to the Dan- 
E of being miſtaken, or that he ought never to depart trom 
his Sentiments. Therefore when his pal uh 75 Slips and Failings 
were detended by a Factious and Angry Monk, and all tie 
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dvd this furious Benediftine' unqualify'd to publiſh St. JE. 
, which Aſcetic of Berhlem was not ſo great a Man as he _ 
k him to be. He could endure to hear him praisd for ſome 
al Things in his Writings; but to 1 * Men of latges 
alifications, and defend His manifeſt E 


A 


at is worſe in him for our Example; this he can by no 


18 
[1 ans endure, but will be always ready to oppoſe it, while he 
th | ſpeak-with a Tongue, or handle a Pen. „ee“ 
18 o trace the Matter from its Original, he proves that St. 

k- MGEN himſelf was not ſo extraordinarily vers d in the "He 


bw Tongue, as was commonly beliey'd ; which if it be grant- 
as it certainly muſt, no one can deny but that St. ENO 
extoll'd him more than enough ; nor is it a Wonder, that 
ſhould impoſe on the Age, in which he ly'd, conſidering 
dark thoſe Times were; and what a Dearth of — 

there was, Then he ſhows at large, that St. JERNOA 


ad not ſo very well skill'd in the Greet and Hebrew Tongues, 
ry he Analogy of Grammar, and the Signification of cartinbes | 
ch rds, and Modes of ſpeaking, as that all the Learned Men 
m, ong the Moderns ſhould be nothing to him. At the fame 
e- me he takes a view of that Father's Works, as they Rand 
he firſt and ſecond Volumes of Aarrianess's Edition, and 


h much Candor declares their uſefulneſs and value; and in 


in ral Places has a Rroke at the Monk's Ignorance of the He- 
b- p Tongue, and his extreme Partiality ; which he had not 
iſt e, had not the intolerable rough Utage of that Benediſtine, 
Ye- ich they of his own Fraternity could not endure, fufficient- _ 
M, ouz'd him; for he took it to concern the Lovers of the Holy 
ite ters, not to ſuffer the Errors of the Ancients to be thus 


m'4 upon the World, while the beautiful and learned Wri- 
zs and Inventions of the Moderns unworthily lay under 
tempt. There are many Things, which, tho they be true, 
Id not be brought into Light, were it not ſometimes neceſ- 
to remove the oppoſite Frauds and Inconveniencies, which 
apt to ariſe from the Ignorance of them. "TOOL 
t MARTLAN&/AEUS had made _ Account of Truth or 


led deſty, or had a greater Portion of Prudence, he had faid 
as hing further; but with Silence heard what was truly obje- 
g'd to St. FEROM, and Himſelf. But this Fellow, who neither 
pi dws himſelf nor his Adverſary, and throws Truth and Mo- 


ty behind bim, ( for I cannot diſſemble Things fo ſelf- evi- 
t) again expoſes himſelf in a Third Volume of St. FEROM,' 
g ſtirr'd up even to Rage and Madneſs, and arm'd with 
terrible Weapons, Obloquy and Folly, Which mage our 

| 3; 6 Pe ; Friend 


ors, and propose 
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Friend give bim a ſhort Reply in the 17th Tome of bis Bibli, 
theque Choifje ; where, notwithſtanding, he induſtriouſly omitted 
£veral Things, which might be ſpoken againſt St. JEROM 
and the Monk's invincible Im ce, But he was now wer 
xy of a Quarrel, which he is never fond of, but in Vindicati 
on of himlelf, and his Writings. | 
Some Years ſince Mr. LE CLERC, while he read HES101 
to his Scholars, had made Notes on the Theogomia of that Poet 
which lay by bim among other Papers, till ſome Bookſellers d 
toberable Figure communicated to him their Deſign of putting 
out HES/OD, which was very much wanted in their Shop 
Hearing this, he told them be bad written Notes on the The 
_ gonig, which might be publiſh'd at the ſame Time; which thy 
'willingly embrac'd, and he immediately prepar'd them for the 
Preſs. They told him, that tbey had purchas' d of anothe 
Booktdler the * of the Greviane Lectinnes upon that Poet 
and deſign'd to fend them into the World all together, Hi 
wote a Letter, at the defire of the Bookſellers, to F. 6 
GA. Us, on that Affair, to know of him whether lie ir 
tended to make any Additions to this New Edition of his 
tionen. Which GU promis d to do, at the Margin d 
the Book, and which he perform d ſome Months after. Whet 
very Thing was Printed off, and the Lettiones Greviane wel 
d by themſelves at the beginning ot the laſt Volume, and 
LE CLERC's Notes at the Beginning of the firſt; it was queſiii 
on d whichot them ſhould prefix the Dedication and Preface to ti 
whole Work; but when Mr. LE CLERC had ſeen GA 
by chance at a Friend's Houfe, it was agreed between then 
that He ſhould write the: Dedications and Preface to the Fitſt Vi 
hune, and GAH ,I to the Laſt, as was very proper. 
_ He follow'd the Text of GReAFJUS's Edition, but mad 
ſome, Interpolations in the Latin Verſion, which was full « 
Faults, and here and. there barbarous; eſpecially in the 7h 
gonia and Seutum Hlercalis; for GRS/EV TUS ſeems to have e 
ploy'd his chief Care on the Opera & Dies, He has plain 
diſcover'd in his Notes. on the Theogonia, many Arcana of Fab 
lous Hiſtory, partly from the Matter it ſelf, and partly fromtlt 
Phenicias Tongue. Of This he has diſcours'd in the Comment 
rii Diſciplinarum & Arrium Trivolciani; which were publiſh 
at An ſterdam, in the Months of March and April, in the 2} 
Article; for that Chapter is LE CLERC's. There are ſo 
other Things of his, in which he has confuted the Calumnit 
of P. | Spinolins, who is now dead, and was one of the Writ: 
of; the Commentarii Trivolcienſ:s, which are eaſily diſtinguiſh 
by:belp of an Index, which is annex d to the 6th Volume 
512110 | 1 


land Edition. & ſharp Jeſuit, who was una ; 
Sg LE CLERC, had inveigh'd againſt ye. pero 
angelica, as a Book infected with Socinian Errors. Our 
thor anſwerd him in that very Work, of which Nine vo- 
es were Printed at Amfterdam; but afterwards Eft him to 
furious Paſſions. For he is as great a Lover of Truth, and 
Liberty of delivering it with Modeſty, as be is an Enemy 
all Strife and Contention- This is the Reaſon, that when 
has ſaid what he thinks, and confirm'd it with ſolid A 
nts, and thinks he has confuted the Ohjections of thoſe of x 
ntrary Opinion, he is continually ſilent, and is us d to Res. 
y to cenſorious Cavillers no longer; for fear this way of 
arrclling ſhould do the Truth more Harm than Good, But this 
the by, which I was willing to mention, to ſhew ſomething 
our Author's Diſpoſition, and refer the Reader to what him 
f has laid concerning HES D. TY [ . £540 
his ſame Year, 1701, a Bookſeller of AmPferdam had 
Impreſſion of MATTHIAS MARTINIUS's Lexicon H- 
icum & Cadmus Syrophenix, with a Gloſſary of ISIDORUS, 
ultrated with GR VU Notes, in Two Volumes in F- 
, publiſh'd Four Years before at Utrecht, but which lay upon 
Hands, and would not Move; he therefore requeſted the Fa- 
ur of LE CLERC to help him to a New Preface, whicty 
ght, as it were, revive thus Work, and recommend to the 
blic. Wherefore for the ſake ot the Bookſeller, he wrote 
ſhort Etymological Diſſertation, which is ſet before the TN] 
ma 4 and by which means the Book went off much eaſſ- 
afterward, which otherwiſe had been condemn'd to Obli⸗- 
dn. There was ſome Merit in the Work it ſelf; and, being 
autified by GR&AVIUS's Addition, was well worth the buy- 
g; but many, bo knew not the Uſe of Ety ies, might 
{et to rights by the Preface. I cannot ſufficiently wonder 
at GER. F. VOSSIUS, a Man of infinite Learning and 
andor, ſhould take the Pains to write out MARTIN 
dd not advertiſe his Readers from whence he had take 
bat he had written. I am perfectly perſuaded of wat Mr. 
E CLERC fays in his Preface, that if GER. . YOSSIUS 
d liv'd longer, he would have publiſh'd his own - Erymole 
n, and confels'd that he ow'd many Things to MART 
ho was by no means comparable to Him for Learning; 
have found by chance ſeveral Places taken out of Hmm. 
In 1702, Mr. LE CLERC had a mind to preſent the Learn= 
World with Two of the moſt Elegant Poets, which were illu- 
rated by him and particularly for the Uſe of his young Scholars; 
ne was CPEDO A LBAVOVY ANUS, cer . 
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VENUS, which he publiſh'd in the Name of THEODOR 
GORALLIUS, in which are included his Sirname and Chriſt. 
un Name; ſo that his Chriftian Name in Hebrew, might be 
tranſlated. into Greet, and. his Sirname expreſs'd in Hebren 
He prefix d a Preface to PEDO ALBINOYV ANUS, in which 
be Diſcourſes of the manner of Expoſition ; and which receiy' 
the Commendation of thoſe, who were ighorant of the Author, 
But when he had deliver'd the way of Expounding, he wa 
willing to produce an Example of it; in which he. follow 
thoſe Laws which He preſcrib'd to Others: Three Things he 
' avoided, which he diſapprov d of in other Expoſitors. The tir 
is, the Fault of thofe.who produce nothing but Various Leftion; 
Emendations from Books of meer Conjectures, and ſome like 
Places of other Writers, when they meet with them; but let 
paſcs in ſilence a multitude of Things, which want Explanati- 
on. I know that there are ſome {ſort of People, who think 
that Notes of this kind, are the reſult of Men who have ar- 
riv'd to the height of Learning, and uſually omit theſe Things 
© minute and puerile; nor can I deny, but ſome famous Men 

ve written Notes to this Purpoſe. But it does not follow, 
but that theſe Gentlemen would have employ'd their Labour 
to much more Advantage in the Republic of Letters, if they 


a behav d themſelves in the ſame manner as FUST.. L1PSIUS 


had done on SENECA and TACITHS, and IS. CASAUBON 
on 7 HEOPHR ASTUS and PERSIUS, where the moſt obſcure 
Places are explaind by them. But we are oblig'd to take 
what 705. SCALIGER, and the Men of the firſt Rate were 
1 to give us, tho we have an earneſt Defire after more; 
phecauſe we are ſenſible, they could have explain d every Thing, 
if they had been willing. But we deſervedly deſpiſe ſuch 
Things, ben they 5 {mall Critics, who would there- 
upon be thought conſiderable Perſons ; becauſe they would 
Alm upon us, as the Product of "pr pong Genias's, ſome 
ings which they have rak'd together on a few Places of an 
Ancient Writer ; when the chiet Reaſon of not mentioning 
them, is, becauſe they could not explain them, and knew not 
from- whence the Expoſition of them could come. This Si 
lence. of theirs does not betray their Learning, but hides their 
Ignorance, tho they put a Diſguiſe on every Thing elſe: 
Another Fault of theirs was, who, when they have nothing to 
ſay to the Writer, generally run out into Digreſſions, foreign 
to the Purpoſe, by which they make a ſhow of their Learning, 
| when there is no Occaſion for it. Theſe Men can turn, what 
they have heap'd upon thoſe Writers, whom they deſign to il. 
luftrate, to any Ancient Author, if they can but meet with 


the 


— 
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ſame Words in him. The Third Fault is of thoſe who in no 


255 lace ſhow the Series and Connection of Writers, ſo that by 
rift cir Aſſiſtance, the Reader can never come at the Connection 
1 Things. We have ſome Books, which have been publiſh d 


me Time ago, and over-burthen'd with large Quotations, 
hether to the Purpoſe or no was not Material, but quite de- 
itute of what was neceſſary to the Underſtanding of the obſcure 
aces, and the explaining the Connection of Speech. This was 
hat Mr. LE CLERC endeavour'd to avoid on PEDO and SE- 
ERUS; upon whom he gave a 1 Paraphraſe, and Nores, 
ren on thoſe Things which had the Jeatt Obſcurity in them. 
ſides he fo temper'd himſclt to Beginners of them, that they 
derſtand both the Proprieties of Speech, and whatever Allu- 
dn lay bid in them ; and this he did as briefly as he could, 
know one attack'd bim violently on this Account; but 71 
dd by bimſelf, or had very few Friends, who approved o 


ill Language, which by no means became a Man of Human 
* arning. Our Friend would have abus'd his Time, if he had 
* Inclination to anſwer theſe Rai lere, as often as he met with 
m. | | 
_ The Works of St. AUSTIN had been for ſome Years in the 


fs, Printed after the Paris Copy, which began to fell in 
03. But when a Bookſeller of -1mſt:rdam was deſirous of Ha- 
g the Edition Improv'd, and a Supplement added, he made 


ON Application, amongſt others, to Mr. LE CLERC; with an 
cure tention to know of Them, where he might get what he de- 
ake d. Some Body had put into bis Hands, Profperi Azuitanici 


men de Inpratis, cum Notis MARTINII STEY ART, a Dis 
e of Louvain, very well known, by the Writings which 

. ARNAUD bad Publiſh'd againſt him. But LE 
ERC was the Cauſe of ſubjoining the Diſſertations of F. 
IRNER, a very Learned Jeſuit, which relate to the Pelagian 
tory, and likewiſe the Commentaries of PELAGIUS on St,. 
Ls Epiſtles, and the Cenſures, Prefaces, Notes,, and Diſ- 


an ations to thoſe Books, or ſome Places of St. Aufin, whicg 
ung alſo perform d. Our Friend, under the Name of 7. 
not LEREPONUS (for what need is there of diſguiling the 

Sr tter?) threw in his Quota of Animadverſiones Critice & 

hell ologice upon St. Aufin; in which he gives light to ſome 

le: ces, and approves of ſeveral, in the Biſhop of HI; but 

to the ſame Time he is not afraid of diſliking ſome Things, 

1g ich he thinks not in the leaſt agreeable to Right Reaſon, or 

ing, ine Revelation; by the Rules of which be thinks St. 
hat TIN is oblig d to ſtand, as well as any Man elſe. Where- 


> he takes the Liberty of Gy ſeveral Things vw 
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| tend to the explaining of Scripture, fictitious Miracles, the Per- 
|  fecution of Heretizs, and Predeſtination, as he has expounded 
it, and Chapters bordering upon it, &'c. Nor can I perceive 
1 why ſuch Things ſhould be diſapproy'd of in the Modern, and 
; not in the Ancient Writers; nay, if we would put a ftop to 
the Infection, they ought to be condemn'd more in the Anci- 
nts, becauſe their Authority has commonly greater weight. 
| or ſome, who inquire not after Truth, but make it their Ru- 
ſmeſs to nouriſh Factions, are apt to produce their Authority, 
as it it had more force than the Light of Right Reaſon and Re. 
velation; whereas it is thought unlawful to oppoſe them, by 
© reaſon of the number of a Patty, which is over-prejudic'd, 
But of this LE CLERC bas diſcours d more largely in lis Que 
ſtiones Hieronymiane, and in the Third Volume of Ars Gur, 
and has ſaid ſome few Things in his Appendix Auguftiniang, 
(for that was the Title of the Volume, which was publith{ 

at Amſterdam 1703.) which are worth reading. 

They who are us'd «v7} vg danbees der tee, viz. t 
admire Names, inſtead of the Truth, were far from berng'pleasl 
with this, and therefore paid him off with Railing and Re 
proach, which he never gave any Reply to, and is never like, 

he Matter is plain enough of it ſelt, and needs nothing but 
good Proof; and if that be wanting, the beſt and large Vi 
lumes in the World, will never be able to gain over an obi 
nate fort of Men, to a Public Acknowledgment of the Trutt 
But they may be as Angry as they pleaſc; for they are mor 
likely to ſufter by their Paſſion, than He is. Why ſhould 
fay more? There is a certain meaſure of Anger; how far i 

may tranſport ſome Men, we know not, as NECA ſay 
tho with ſome Alteration. S 

In the ſame Year 1703, came out the New Teſtament trat 

flated into French, and illuſtrated with Votes by Mr. 

CLERC, which was intended for them only who underſtod 

| French, and was receiv'd by them accordingly, 'Bat foot 

| Perſons, who think themſelves alone Licens'd to treat of Mu 

ters concerning Religion, when they perceiv'd in fevet 

Things that this Work was approv'd of, and were afraid let 

the Auditors ſhould underſtand, that ſome Doctrines were m 

to be found in the Writings of the Apoſtles, which the Peop 

are told are there; they began to 1ndict Mr. LE -CLEK 

not only of Arminianiſm, but as being guilty of Sori 

aniſm allo, in the fore-mention'd Work; and they palu 

upon fome, who, having never ſcen the Book, were apt wil 

out any more Examination to pin their Belief on the Accult 

tions in it. But whoever has read it with more than * 8 

Toe i 14 il 


i 
1 
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ed wich bexan to be made uſe of, to the Defamation of honeſt 

ve en, ever ſince the Accuſation of Arminianiſn has bad any 

nd reralence, and which will, by the frequent and unadvis d uſe 

to bf it, in a little Time grow out of Date. For nothing now is 
Ci» eliſh'd, where any Learned Man goes out of the common Path; 

ht, either haye fome Men that Chriſtian Compaſſion, and pious 

zu. aution of condemning thoſe whom the Tables of the New Te- 

„ent do not condemn; and on whom ſome infix a ſhameful 

de. haracter of Socinianiſmm, which Character, if the Apoſtles were 

by ow alive, they couſd not avoid the Imputation of. Bat 


his Edition of the New Teftament, as alſo of the Reproaches of 
ertain Divines, he has himſelf treated in his Biblothegue Cboi- 
„ Vol. 2. Art. 7. Vol. 3. Art. 9. Vol. 18. Art. 13. which 
ill ſatisfre any one, who has a Mind to know farther of this 
atter, and which are worth Reading. In the Year 1900, 

ubliſh't a ſhort Epiftle in French, in which he explain'd 


„ad defended fome Places, which his Adverſaries had been ve- 
a» (Sy free with. i 5 
geg | muſt not omit ſpeaking of that Piece, which he began to 
kc bl the ſame Year, and of which there are at this preſent 
buy wenty Two Volumes. He had laid down his Bibliorheque 
Ve niverſelle in 1691, which Burthen, being undertaken by a 
bil riend for ſome Time, was at laſt ſet aſide, on Occaſion of 
Oc Book(clter's Death; but ſome People, who had bought ſe- 


maß eral Copies of them, obſerv'd that they were demanded from 
Parts, after the Peace of Refwick. Where ſore it was neceſ- 
ary to Reprint ſome Volumes which were wanting, and the 
Bookſeller, who Prints the Bibliotheque Choiſie, began to defire 
r. LE CLERC to ſet his Hand again to the Work; but he 
tterly refas'd to do it under the fame Title, and after the ſame 
anner; and inftead of his Bibliotheque Uni verſelle, winch 
cated ot Books only, which were publith'd every Day: He fcx 


urle at Pleaſure of Books Printed ſome time ago, as well as 
oſe of freſher Date. ; | 

When therefore he had determin'd this in himſelt, he began 
enge fit Volume, with a Book call'd, 4 Trae Intellectual S- 


cone»: of the Univerſe, wiitten by RALPH CUDWORTH, D. D. 
E ubliſh'd at London, in 1678. This he drew into an Abridg- 
ocit went, augmented and illuſtrated with ſome Ammadverſions, 
ali r the Benefit of thoſe who were Ignorant of the Eli 


ongue; this he afterward purſu'd, till he had gone thro? the 

hole Book. As no one has better expos'd and confuted the 

Cumcnts of the Arheifts, yg ſtronger Foundations of 
2 


Attention, mult have obſerv'd that this is nothing but Calum- 


pon writing the Bibliotheque Choiſse, wherein he might Dif- 


«| 


| | 


Religion, 
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he ouzht to diſſemble this, when he had been particularly ſr 


For this Reaſon, our Author anſwer'd him in his Fifth Volume 


— 


Religion, ſo was nothing ever publiſh'd like it; yet this: Book 
was as ſcarce beyond Seas, as many others, whom, as 
the Poet ſays Fama obſcura recondit. But it began to 
grow out of Date even in Exgland, both by Reaſon' of the 
largeneſs of the Work, (the Diſpoſition of it not being very 
Methodical) and a Faction of Courtiers, who, in the Reign 
of King CHARLES the Second, (trove in a manner to Riſk 
the Reputation of it in its Infancy, which was very Detrimental 
to the Edition of it. This Noble Work deſerv'd to be put again 
into the Hands of the Engliſh themſelves, tho' in another 
Dreſs, and ſpeak French for the ſake of thoſe, who were ac 
quainted with that Tongue ; for we live in ſuch Times, which 
have great Occaſion for Dr. CUDWORTH's Arguments. . On 
this Account Mr. LE CLERC received the Thanks of ſeveral, 
30 conveying to them the Knowledge of ſuch excellent Rea- 

nin Jo 

13 the Learned Doctor treats of the Cauſa Proxima of 
Bodics, which conſiſt of Organs ; as for Inſtance, of Plants 
and Animals; he does not Attribute the Formation of them to 
God himſelf, but to certain Incorporeal Natures of an Infers 
our Kind, which he calls Plaſtic, and which can Act but in 
one tertain Way. It happen'd that PETER BATLE, a vehe- 
ment Patron ot bad Cauſes, in his Continuation of Variow 
Thong his concerning Comets, accus'd our Learned Divine and 
Philoſopher of Ignorance in the Way of Reaſoning ; - becauſe 
this Conjecture of his, Aabour'd under the ſame Inconvenience, 
as BATLE ſaid, which STRATO and the Atheiſt did, who at- 
tributed every Thing to Nature. At the ſame Time he glanc'l 
upon Mr. LE CLERC, as if he were ſo ignorant, as not to 
know, after ſo many Years which he had ſpent in teaching 
Philoſophyzʒ that the ſame Objections held good againſt the 
Doctor, as againſt STRATO. Add to this, that the whole 
Work, call'd Pen ſces diverſes le Cometes, if rightly conſider d, i 
An Apology of the Atheiſts, and may very properly go unde 
that Title; nor would BATLE feem to extol the Arguments d 
Dr. Cudaorih, but with a ſiniſter Deſign to equal him with 
the Arheiſt;, Theretore Mr. LE CLERC did not think; that 


lent of the M. nichean and Sceptic Dotages, which were objected 
to him in the Second Edition of his Critical Dictionary, tv 
Mr. BAYLE had ſillily enough diſgais'd himſelf under the 
Perſon of PYRRHO, and ſpoke contemptibly of all Chriftians 


of Bibliorheque Choiſie, tho' genily, and not with too much d 
an affirming Air, thinking by this means to bring hi, if pol 
ſible, 


f Mr. Jon Ls CL EXO. 
ble. to a ſounder Underftanding. But this Philoſopher -of , 
— was not of a Temper to be drawn from an Error, 
d gave a Reply to Mr. LE CLERC, thinking, according to 
» Cuſtom of the Sceptic, that every Thing could be N 
Wd defended by him; yet ſo as to make it appear, that he un- 
Rood nothing of the Matter; nor indeed did he ever pro- 
d beyond the common Opinions of the Peripateric and Car- 
in Schools. He was indeed a Man of Eloquence, and one 
o by a multitude of Select Words, and a Facetiouſneſs in 
ings of a ſerious Nature, could gain upon the People; not 
thoſe, who are pleas'd with ſound Reaſon, rather than the 
kling Charms of empty Haravgues. In Matters of Divinity 
was an utter Stranger, and knew nothing in a manner, but 
at be heard from Sermons, or bad taken from French Au- 
rs; he challeng'd all Divines, and afhrm'd that no Chriſti- 
School whatſoever, was able to anſwer the Objections of 
Manichees, that is of his own, for he found them out.” 
ww, were all' the true Lovers of the Chriſtian Religion, grie- 
ly offended at tlie Boaſter; for it was plain, that he was x 
rider of Religion; wherefore Mr. LE CLERC thought it 
per to deal with bim more clearly and openly, by which 
grew to ſuch a height, that when BATLE found bimſelf 
ich'd home, he endeavour'd all he could to render his Ad- 
ary odious, and like a true Sophiſter, oppos' d him with all 
of Railing to bis very Death, and left his opprobrious Wri- 
ps to be publiſh'd after it. In the mean Time, Mr. LE 
ERC diſcover'd all that Controverſie of the Manichees, and 
w'd how the Arguments of B ATLE might be taken oft, not 
ording to St. ORIGEN, as he had done before, but ac- 
ding to that Way which he thought the trueſt. The Mat- 
came to this at laſt, that BATYLE, when he rely'd on no- 
g elſe but Reaſoning, and found that would not do, op- 
d Reaſon it ſelf, as the Sceptics are ud; and when a Phy- 
pber is brought to that pals, it is Time to have done dif- 
ing with him. Nor did he leſs overthrow Religion, when 
leny'd it could ſtand by the Light of Right Reaſon, and 
never it came in his way, be did nothing but ſcoff at it. 
ay therefore with thoſe ſilly Men, who think this Sceptic 
tavour'd the Patrons of Religion, becauſe: he took away 
uſe of Reaſon; the Method by which they are wont to de- 
Religion, whereas he plainly ridicul'd both it and them, 
one acknowledges the Truth of Religion, without the help 
Reaſon; nor does any one lay aſide Reaſon, but ſuch as 
ingly lie open to all manner of Impoſture. Mr. B AYLE 
v this we Enough, aud was glad of impoſing on the Sim- 


ple, 


. 
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I . | Wherefore! he proceeded in faying the fame Thi 
1 — again, till applying himſelf to that Virategt Work 
he died about the 20th. of December 1706, whom Mr. LI 
CLERC anſwer d to the very latt, Art.5. Tom 12. of the 
Bibliothegue Choiſſa. | i 
In this Piece of the Bihliothequr Chaiße, are ſeveral Diſſertati 
au, of the Lives and Characters of Men famous for Learning, 
which are to be met with no where elſe. Such are the An. 
mad derſiuns on the Hiſtory of PETER BEMBUS, and a littl 
Book of J. WINDET, Of the Cate of the Dead, Tom. 1. In 
Tom. 2. ations on. JULIUS FIRMICUS MATERNUS 
and the firft Apolozy of FUSTIN MARTYR ; ſome of which 
are Extant, in the following Tame 3. The Charatter of 0 
 CURTIUS, which is alſo in the [Third Volume of ARS CRE 
TCA, in Tome 5and' 6. The Life of ER ASMUS taken' fron 
his Epiſtles, and in the firſt of theſe Tomes, A Defence 
HUGO GROTIUS, in the latter the Character of Mr. FOH 
l, ZOCKE; Tome 8. The Life of GEORGE BUCH AN AN 
with an Account of his Wri:ings ; Tome 9. Au Examen of that 
4 Place in LONGINUS, in which be inquires into the SUBLIM 
i af thoſe Words in MOSES, Let there be Light, and thert was Ligh 
writt'n by the celebrated HUETIUS, and illuſtrated by M 
LE CLERC; Tome 10. Obſervations on ſome Coins, with P 
nician Letters inſcrib d on them; Tome 12, 13. Obſervation: 
the incombnuſtible Larix ; Tome 13. Animadwerſions on ihr Of 
cles of the Hleatbens; Tome 14. The Life of M. ANT. C | 
. P ANUS; Tome 16. The Life and Writings of BOETI 
i and Diſſertations on Dr. MILLS's Edition of the New 77 
ment; as alſo of another Volume by the ſame; the Character. 
BURCHER. FOLDER: Tome 20. Animadverſfions on SUI 
PICIUS SEV ERUS, and ſome other Things, which I ſhall 
mention. I have touch d on thefe Things, by the by, for th 
Laformation of ſome, who undervalue Ephemeris's, as they cal 
them, or who ſeem to undervalue them; by this they 1 
know, that there are many Things above the Capacity 
Grammariant, and of which Nature, thoſe malicious Perſor 
will never be able to perform any Thing. I know that M 
LE CLERC has gaiw'd the Favour of Men of Wit and Jud 
ment, whom he had rather oblige, than gratifie the Adverl; 
xies of True Learning and Virtue. 
In tbe Fourth Tome of the Bibliotheque Choiſie, he has ſpol 
honourably enough of the Edition of PROPERT]US, whit 
has been adorn'd by a Man tamous in his Poctical Taſte, al 
conſtant reading of the Lain Pocts in particular, I ma 
FANUS BROEK HUSIUS; wo had no 1caſon to 9 
. i (in 


M. N Le Curnc, © | 
-nce there were ſome, who had loaded him with immoderate 
ziſes)) becauſe he had not ſo much as touch d on many Pla- 
s, which were full of Difficulty and Obſcurity. Nor did 
LE CLEKC hear any Thing of this complaint as long as 

at Gentleman liv d. He us'd the Edition of Tibullus by the 

ie Hand, with like freedom; yet finds no fault in him, but 


ati : 
ing, rauſe he ſometimes dwells too long on vulgar Things, and ib 
4% rates what every one knows, with too man 


es; 
kd beſides plays his Commendations into their Hand who 
d flatter d him; yet Mr. EE CLERC names not their 
xr ſays any Thing by which they may be known. And he 
put lis Words in ſuch a garb, that no one can complain of 
 Uncivility. Notwithſtanding the late Editor of PETRO- 
US ARBITER, who not long ſince, without the leaſt Pro- 
ation, had publiſh'd a Sæirical Libel, on the Edition of 
DO and SEV ERUS, and abus'd the Editor with xeproach- 
Language, and ſince that, has been commended undeferyed> 
by LE CLERC, very furiouſly inveigh'd againſt him in the 
* that eface to PETROMNIUS ; which diſpleas d every. Body, not ex- 
pting his own Friends, by which it was plain that our Au- 
dr had ſaid nothing, which he or any one elle could have any 
bt of: Wherefore in Tome 19. he vindicated his Reputati- 
as he thought fitting, and when bis Adverfary had ſpit his 
nom again him and his Friends, in a ridiculous and con- 
elions Pamphlet in French, according to his peculiar La- 
it; Mr. LE CLERC, Tome 20. ſhew'd the Reaſons why 
i would not Anſwer bim; nor indeed would any good Man 
9 himſelf fo low, as to wrangle with ſuch a contentions 
W. | 
SUL In 1704: A Bookſeller of Amſterdam publiſh's V. SAN. 
Ns Geagraphia Sacra, with Tables and a Geographical In- 
or r, to which our Author added 1ome ſmall Vores, in which he 
| ber kindly ſhows ſome Errata's of that Gentleman, or illu- 
ates what he has, or points out to the diligent Reader, whom 
may have recourſe to, in order to find out ſome Things 
th more Certainty* and Accuracy. Otherwiſe we are much 
t M ebted to SAO Modern Geography, but he was not 
| Heienth inſtructed in that which was more Ancient; becauſe 
bad ſufficiently read the Greet and Latin Writers, and could 
t ſo much as read the Hebrew Tongue, as appears by his Notes. 
erefore he could not chuſe but be in- an Error, eſpecially 
whit hen he found a Confirmation of thoſe Things from -Leaxzed 
e, Al en; which is plain from what is ſaid at the Word TROAS; 
na which not only SANO was miſtaken, but CHA. PA. 
Y, JOHN FOLV ALENTINE, and above all, that roo 


ame Bookſcller's Publiſh'd a much more Learned and Uſch 
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Tearned Man, GER. 70H. VOSSIUS; which is taken n 
tice of without any Reflection on thoſe Learned Gentlemen 
becauſe it is common for the greateſt Men to fail in ſo 
Things, which they might have eaſily avoided, if they had: 
Jow'd as much to their Attention, as is granted to the 
Parts. But this is owing to the frailty of Human Natur 
eſpecially when the ſame remiſsneſs is not — — repeated 
What relates to this Matter, he himſelf has ſpoken of in thy 
Bibliot heque Choiſie, Tome 2. Arti 9. At that Time alſo th 


Piece, call'd, Onomaſticon, that is, Urbium & Lotorum Sacr 
Scripture, Of the Cities and Places in Holy Scripture, or a Book 
De Locis Hebraicis Euſebii & Hieronymi, augmented and il 
ſtrated by that Learned Feſwit, FA. BONFRERIUS. Thi 
Book ( viz. Onomaſicon) was ſeldom Sold, nor was diſpos 
in ſo convenient an Order, as it ſhould have been. The Tex 
which had before been very incorrectly publiſh'd, was revis{ 
by our Author, who ſubjoin'd ſome ſmall Votes of his to thok 
of BONFRERIUS, and every Thing was carefully diſpos 
into a more elegant and converient Manner by Him, as wi 
appear to any one, who will take the Pains to read over h 
Preface to that Volume. Theſe Two Pieces are publith'd i 
a fair and large Letter, being the ſame Types, with which th 

fore-mention'd Bookſeller had Printed the Geographia Eccl:ji 
ftica of CHA. ST. PAUL, to which Mr. LE CLERC has pr 
fix'd an Advertiſement. . 

In the Year following, viz. 1705. A Bookſeller of Anf 
dam of a ſufficient Character in his Way, and one who was 
great Gainer, by the Sale of the Tabule Geographice, had, 
cording to his own Private Judgment, gather'd up the Tab 
Geopraphice about the Year 1693. partly from thoſe out d 
SANSON, and partly out of ſome others, which, according t 
the Cuſtom of cunning Bookſellers, he had palm'd the Nam 
of SANSON upon. Out of theſe, without conſulting an 
. ones but himſelf, be defign'd to form an = Antiquut, Sacm 

Ecclefrafticus & Profanus ; and for a little Expence, put a greal 
deal of Money into his own Pockets, But he had no Mind tt 
be at the Charge of having them done, as they ſhould be. Fi 
which Reaſon, he ſhow'd this Collection to Mr. LE CLERG 
which was already ingrav'd, excepting a few Tables. He pr 
ſently found out, by the innumerable Errors in them, tha 
none but a Bookſeller could be the Author of them: Who in 
.mediately clear'd himſelf by producing the Paris, and otht 

Editions, which, were equally faulty. It was not ſafe | 
correct them all, far ſeveral of the Tables were more 1 tor t 
Har Len jp * Urnaa 
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un | 

| than the P heing of no net of » for the 
on — of Mankind. Tfierefote he wenge it ein to 
4 re further Charges, Which the other was unwwilling to be ar, 


correct ſome Hundreds of Faults in he engraving P 
ich he cid; as the Preface can witneſs, i the Read eader dune 
* worth his while to perufe. Nor would LA Ignorant 'Book- 
, | er follbw* LE CLERC"* Advice in every thing; for he could 
t endurk td throw' out of” 9 fomie ot the French 
bles,” wHith were very faulty or uſeleſs, or'foteign to the 
rpoſe. Fof the obſtinacy of him was ſo- notorious, that, 

Boo Vithftanding our Reviſe Had: urg d him over and over 

* e ſuch Alterations as Were abſel 2 Neceſſary, 
s refblVd to let thoſe 5 Eron ſtand. For inſtance; in 


| Table of the 88 diſe, which is attributed to the 

N Reverend! Fa 4. DoE TN fo formerly Biſhe 
- IO 1SSONS, 'a Ci 140 Ii 1 Palin Fulam is deſeri 

e Flu in pal, the River” ulla, takes itd 


the Tame alſo, under 40 reeÞ Name, Charax Pauii is 
in abſürcty phc'd at the Fall of that River, with an emp 
. pace bebhrerh, whereas one or other of them, as Me. 
ny RC 'wotild: have it, ought to have been blotted out. 


du Bookſeller, like others' of his Trade, who have an Eye to 
2 own Gai y bo xe than de br ut of a! Copy, was of 
10 hey ho had bald fo many/Cullies with ls 
1 bred Tus ght find as many Fools to buy this de- 
a con oft as well as if it had come out with che 
* t judicious Bnddtidm and this is the way of moft of 


n, rte no) turm a deaf Ear to better Judgments 
their own | 

att, inthe Year 1706, that moſt beautiful Edition of 
ut 6 brks of DES, ' ER'ASMUS of Rotterdam, was finiſti d in 
eee is Folio, by PETER PANDER Ez , 2 Bookſel· 
—— noted fot his Undertaking and Publiſhing Volu- 
A, ; Works. Now —.— the beginning of 1703, the Firſt 
Sac WW tne began to go off, and ſome others; but whife cher was 
1 A Expectation of che Epi iltlas, * were not publiſh'd;'to 

ad i hes; inſerted be Third Volume,” or tbe: own after "4 
£ 10 While the baer VOlumes were Printitigy I 
with new Additions, feveral Years wete paſt. E 
X read over 4 Volume, eithet imſelf or bis 
d, and Ig onto them for Publication, that they might 
out in me 2 oo the beſt fort of Books do: for 
ft of Printing is mightily inproy'd, ſince the Time of Fro- | 
4, el] ally i in Rotterdam, where ERASMUS was born; 
i Atrird a a | 


1 


b 


4 1 f the Life + and. Writings 
Our Author gave an Pa Change 
and Additigns,; i in the Prefaces, 3 x has pref 

ry Volume, and mention d 2285 Fall 
Mr. LECTE. ? bad always an Pell for this Secoul 
Eye of Holland (tor HUGO GROTIUS was the, other, as | 
wy to call him) ans nd, notwithlianding he was taken up with 
{eyeral important Occupations, at the importunity of the Book 
Wet, b he will E this Buxden, and brought it to 

Concluſion. Hie, — the Work pry the Praiſcs of the Au 
thor, which, 40 yery great, were not beyond his: Deſen 
ERASMUS; in theſe 1 was an extraordinary Geniu 
and, to his extreme Deſire of Lxarning, and bis unearied P; 

tience 4 his Studies, by which he ad ſervice to his Conten 
: Poſterity, bad Jene piercing and ſound Jud 
Ment, ＋ 1 daun Wy. a wonderful Candor at 
„ a ſimgular Love of Truth de and 3 
ence. Ach Merc gr my no oper, | 

ways deli in reading exhor 
W the you wy at bla to the I Than % 1 - 100 
Iaftances gf 25 Opinion he had of E] ASMOUS,. om the Pn 
2 — us d to confer upon him, becauſe from hence 
what he - [True Learning and, Vini 
nd what ples he perhaps bas follow d, if 7 
3 Things, ate, may be d from his Life 
It is a common Thing 8 the 900 ace, of S Howe: f 
FCE 

mit ny as ma ers uſua Uail 

_ with ring b. _ 2 * Caſtc . 1. 77 

pinions rte all arts , in other 1 
plainly at a Loſs; and never ſeck farther than their G 
Bridewells, wherein they think all the Senſe } * ac pop 
therefore are ſligbted by Men of more Value 3 themit N 
Beſides, there are ſome Divines too — hg being brought up 
| 25 -Quiddities of the Schoolmen, meaſure every Ras 7 l th 

Cobweb - Diſtinctions and Tyfling, Bu >a] 85 85 arc. nat 
die to Expound or Read the Ho ritings 
the Firſt Chriſtians, from the CN Pee ek as f 
ought to do Very few have under ſtood what a happy and 
greeable Conjundhon, there is between the Human and! 
vine Letters Nor are there more ampng them, who. har 
far addicted themſelves to the Study of Learning, as to vent 
or to be able to lend a healing to the Vices of the 
unleſs where their Intereſt is concern d; but they are very 


ay e orparaigly rode, he De Tp 


\ 


* ens L E rr *. 


of Gain to their own Profit. 


d — The Editor contends,. that ERASMUS was very far from | 


wr | guilt of any of thoſe Vices, and proves it by man 


on of fuch variety of K I I thoſe Times, 
3 d of ſuch admirable Wit. RASMUS only fallen 


Won the Learning of that Age, wy might: have 8 Che an 


Boo rourabte Place among the Firſt -Philologers, his Con 
57 ries. But he had a jus of a more Pc And er 
* tore, than to wear out a long Series of Veats in the Inferi 
; r Arts. It was this, that engag d him to the Study of Dive 
<7, 20d to atrive at the Knowfedge of it, he was vety w 
| ted with the Tongues, and Human Literature, and 
men ade uſe of them to ver 1 Purpoſes. In thoſe Days, the 
een of all Science, THEOLOGY, was depriy'd of the Bret 
beautiful Arts; and an Ignorance unskilful of Argunenta- 
dn, together with a barbarous Style, made Her inſufferable to 
0 ie Taſte of Men of Acuteneſs an Penetration. As ſhe (hioultl 
n olly lean either on the e ee ptures, or the 
1 ftimonies of the moſt Ancient Chriſtians, ſo at that Time 
cer the Greet nor Latin Fathers could he undetftood by the 
75 ulgar Tranflation. Wherefore to extirpate the barbarous 
| Writing, and to ſhake off ctis Foie prian Darkneſs, amo 
her Learned Men, our ER A8 US with extraordinary * 
s, apply'd himſelf to the Study of the more Flite Liter 
Ne I, ring uneaſie at the mari of the Bible, by thoſe: bf vt 
ge immediate rex ing his, he ſearch'd the Fountain, 
e Firſt Ag 1855 which he drank ! argely of the cleareſt Sptin 
or which of the Eccleſiaſtical Writers ar that Time extafft, 
xd he not almoſt drain d? Whom: upon Occaſion: had he 
pt cited ? Nay, when there were no Editions of ſome of then, 
web Fay oe had, or 8 5 7 * Yor 
e Pains about preparing new or his own a t 
others ; and ent he purg ud the Works of St. 7K. 
OM and St. AUSTIN, of an > rnd Number of 1 * 
7 15 a critical Penetration ſeparated the Spurious 
ena, and tranſlated þ wy of tbem from the 
ng to the End. And to Crown all, he trantlated the NE 
ament with Annotations and Para taſes on every Book. 
et any one but read his Epiſſles, in wfuchi he dedicated thee 
nd other Things to the Patfons of that Ape, and which 
ow diſpers d thro' the whole Body of Epitttcs, or . « 
e peculiar Books in their proper licks bit inet 
dition coflecteck into an Oftave Volume. Oue would — 
2G , 
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Fa ity by their Flattery, or Diffimulztion” they can 17 


Inſtan;· 
in that Preface; not can any 25 in the leaft aa it of a 


London 
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believe, uh t the Liß 
and Induſtry o 


ſhould be clot bed with, are concern d in raking into Ancient 

cgiſters, to find out the Rites and Ceremonies of the Church, 
and there they can light upon nothing but an external Shell 
of Religion, and the Neceſſity. of this they urge with Tooth 
and Nail, and condemn all who. are leſs obſervant of it, than 

they think the ought to be. But both the One and the. Otbet 
125 negligent of that Cbriſtian Holineſs, which conſiſts in the 
Fear of God, and the Probity of Manners, and they willingly 
Paxdon Faults: while they proſecute the Hallucinations of Hu- 

man Wit, and the Heal of Rites in Men, otherwiſe of good 


Fame; But :ERASMUS withqut neglecting Myſteries and 
tes, by; which. Religion becomes _mope decent, and Human 
Imbecillity is aſſiſted, chiefly requix'd the Fear of God, and 
Obſeryation of his moſt Holy Comrandments which neceſ⸗ 
Arily flow from a right Interpretation of Myſteries and Cere- 
monies, and which God never remits to any One; and thus 
lee by the Fifth Volume ot bis Works, and from what 

OWs. . 2 IC | 1 
Heb N and ſtrengthen'd this Part of Cbriſtian Reli- 
Fon, which had been almolt tod out of the World in lis 
Iime, both by the Teſtimonies of Holy Scripture and the An. 
Jents, that he niay be deſcryedly reckon'd among the Chief 
Rftorers of it, to its Primitive Uſe. He was certainly one df 
hat N and Probity of Mind, as could happily ſepa- 
rate thoſe Opinions and In Nr winch may be defended 
and obfervid by Ill Men as well as Good, from that Faith and 
thoſe Manners, which were'to he found in good Men only; 
for he was one, who well knew, . eligion did not 
confiſt in making us more remarkable for our external Beauty 
ar quickneſs of Underſtanding, but in ſtirring us up W. the 
7.4 e | ye 


e Me, Jon Le GAA. 1 

» of God and our Neighbour ; and that He cannot be ac? 
A; a good Man, who does nothing but what might be as 
done Men of -wicked Hearts. Fla 9 i "FI. 12 ve 
bis is commonly what ERASMUS Inculcates, benever he 
an occaſion to Diſcourſe of True Piety, even in thoſe very Col- 
ies, which he recommends to the peruſal of Children; and 
h good Reaſon, for the Seed of True Virtue are to he. ſo 
ſoon as may be in tender Minds, which may afteryari 
ig forth excellent Fruit, But no where docs he more fully 

t of this Matter, than in his Enchiridiop | of 4 Chriſtian Ss 
- which is extant at the beginning of the Fifth Volume; and 
ouded with that Doctrine which is ſo much the more plea- 
to Good Men, as it is diſtateful to the Bad. 2 
ter that he had conceiv d in his Mind this Idea of true 
logy, ſo agreeable to every Learned and Good Man, he 
not the Mine to inrich himſelf only, but left it in common 
ny one, who had Occaſion to make uſe of it. For this 
fon he took Care by bis Writings, to diſperſe this Treaſure 
all Europe, for which he receiv'd the Thanks of good Men 
| Parts of it, as was manifeſt from the quick Sale and De- 
ad of them, which evidenc'd how y the World was of 
r-peruſal. But ſince there is ſuch an Ingquality1n Mankind, 
the Good and the Learned cannot come in Competition 
the Multitude of the Wicked and Illiterate, this excel- 
Ber on Conſequence rais'd the Whole Poſſe of the latter 
rd tar te N 100 

is Colloquies, as Mr. LE CLERC has it in his Preface to the 
and roth Volumes, which were read with Pleaſure in his 
n Time, and continue to this Day to afford the ſame Delight, 
| eall'd ſome People who Ignorantly imagine that Religion 
bliſts in Minute Ceremonies, and ſuch Human Devices, tho 
had mention'd, no Body by Name. Yet it appears by * 
and 10th Volumes, that this incomparable Perſon was ob 
d to write ſeveral Apologies, for thoſe innocent and moſt be- 
cial of all His Colloquies. In bis Verſiowof the New Te- 
ent, in his Annotations and Paraphraſes he took Care to 
e no Offence to any, but on the contrary to ſerve all, for 
uch he bas deſery'd the Praiſe and Thanks of all Poſterity, 
ich the Learned of all Nations have and will gire him, 
bile a Value ſhall be paid to Holy Letters, and a good In- 
tion, But the Volumes I confeſs that be us d a ſharp, Pen 
unit, were ſome- impertibent agd idle Wretches, and that 
en he perceiv'd his Repu; ation fl ruck at, he put on Iron Gloves 
ical with ſuch Thorns, and ſometimes wrote more. ſeverely 
uſt thoſe of whom he thought he bad deſerv'd better, than 


„„ „ Aubin f the Lift an Writings 
Vas conſiſtent wich fo ſweet and quiet a Temper. But the 
Things are excuſable in à Man, whoſe” Aſfidenty and Laboe 
was all employ'd for the Service of the *Commonwealth 
Ecatning; and who fot that atone" proceeded on to defery: 
| Character of all Men; no wender then if he "anfſivei 
Scoff and Banter of his Adverfaries'with more Spleen th 
ordinafy. Who can be angry ata Man, who was ſurromm 
ich violent and almoſt daily Contemions, and tho” het 
deavdbur d to ward them off, by drawing bimſelf from the | 
— — was fotc'd to return their — nm upon th 
who drew againſt him without Provocation? Tho! in his A 
gies he ſeems ſomewhat warmer, than in his other Wort 
yet whocver will read them with Attention, he will fmd' ti 
amiable, jocoſe, and pleaſant Temper, which always incl 
DIR er to N 7 by Pee, father th 
biting Sarcaſins gain over his Adverſaries to a juſter Opu 
on of him. | F * 0? hot (9 I © YT j 
- He drew his Pen againft the Writers, who were addicted 
the See of Rome; and againſt ſach as had departed from it, 
not without Provocation from both; and be behay'd bing 
| in thoſe Quarrels ſo equally, that he never ſuffer d himſelf 
| de byaf#'d by a Party, or tranſported ſo high; as to ſpeak ij 
| Thing but what was neceſſary to the Defence of his Reputil 
| on. It js certain, that whatever Judgment we may give ol 
Writings, he ſo manag'd every Part he took upon him 
made both ſides, tho he had provok d both, deſirous of bri 
Ing him over to their Party. We inveigh againft, we rail 
we accuſc ths great Man of Error, Diſſimulation and Con 
dice, and yet we would have him Ours. When he write: 
gainſt thoſe, whom he would recall from Judaiſm then ſo 
affirm, that he openly Favours them; but when he inveigh 
gainſt thoſe, who have revolted, they contihually cry out, f 
he is their Adverſary. Both applaud him when he is for the 
and rail at him, when he is againſt them; What then, wa 
of neither ſide ? Rather of both; for he endeavouts to bring bt 
the one and the other to Right Reaſon. I deny not, but ti 
his Labours herein were of none Effect, and that he had 
many Ptoſelites of his Sentiment; but if all Men of ſon 
Minds pay their Reſpects to him, and pardon what is not 
his Books fo agreeable to their Taſte, they will give an equl = 
ble Judgment of him, which no Age will diſprove of; ye 
the ſame time the beft and moſt Learned Men muſt ackn 
kdge ht) de the higheſt Commendations. 
Such was the Diſpoſition of ERASMUS's Mind, as may 
gather d from all his Writings. But his Epiſtles Evidence! 
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Manner. In Mr. CLERC's Edition 
OTE Ds Ok Ne e o 425 in Number, 4 
d been 


rd, or came to his „ Arc redac? 

the Order of Tame in which they were Written; which is 
"th a Fare Matteo e reading them with Benefit and Sa. 
Action- It is a wonder, lays 725 that EXASMUS 
8 uo regard to the Onder of Time when be publiſhd bis 
Rus. while be was alive; many of them have no Date at 
fallly dated, and all eollected without any Order. 
' Ar his nfuGon it came to of that you hear EXRASMUS 
Vo ang, when he was an © = after that, when be 
> Young ; you read the End of ſome Things, Lee on 

i heard the Beginning of them, or 3 at any Series — 
Life. Hence it was, that the Pleaſure which every Readar 
Ou fone of them was mughtily Iefſeu'd, when he game to 
"rs; becauſe be was continually hurry d to other, Thongs, 
\ of a longer Nate, or which had no Connection with,the 
erz nor did he come to Fee begun, till vary 


herefore in tin Baition chief Care, was taken, that 

d be rank Nr en to their Lime as was hy 
lo that the Keader migbt ha e 
„ and of the Affairs which happen d in his Tres, ao 


ch he mentions, ot had a: {hare in; which anade cot hin 

Ty | e pleaſant of profitable, as many : packer 
| witacls, For as before they — veral of E 

* ſtles in a 1 Ar and could not without , 2 


Ly bear with ſuch nfuGon ; now on the contrary, they 
oy d them with Delight, when they found them 
hol cd; in Order. Which others alſo experienc who, the 
1 _ ” had read theſe Letters before, yet ſeem'd to an en- 


new Work in their Hands, when they look d over the 12 
. \ERASMUS collected from bobs Letters, as they were diſ- 
327 Order, andi ubliſh d in the 5th and 6ib Volumes 
B 3 „ tha Mr. LE CLE . he 

| y.t it may appear, t t RC be. 
17 45 oblige thoſe; who take a Pleaſure in reading ERAS- 
it nyght 


by this New Diſpoſition of his Eoin e tho 
n more Accurate, if the Epiſtles in the N 
70 to pres Fans, 2 * — (tho”” 
7. ok 18 n { ong, before been Lo 
ck arten digeſted. in Fe Wbat elſe bas j 3. hai 

nay wy Moot mi e to Val. 3. 1 1 
— We the 151 Frag OY added\tojhe 


re 3 they, are not of dach Mamas, thay | 
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 MariofLetters ſhonld value himſeff upon. Mr. LE-CLERCi 
taken Notice of ſome flips of aN Man, and mz 

more might have been touch d upon, eſpecialſy in his Tran 
tions from the Greek Writers ; but in that Affair he bas ſpok 
every where with abundance of Humanity, nor has objed 
any Thing to him in contuintlidus Language, like ſome ſupy 
eilious Grammarians, 'who' are apt to throw in the'Teeth 
Great Men theit Pzerilittes, and P ardbnabli Miſtakes 3 as it, 
Things of ſmall Concern, Men of the firſt Character, and t 
ken up with important Studies, were not allow'd the Pri 
e of nodding now and then! Or as if it were Iawful f 
Idle and Lazy Dunces, who bring forth, like Elephants, on 
in Ten Years, to upbraid the moſt ftuitful Wits with want 
Induſtry! But not withſtapding in his Preface to the firſt Volun 
of ERASMUS, he excuſes the Matter in as ſoft Terms as m 3 
be. The, ſays he, we have ſometimes brought off the Shy 
when it run a ground in the large Ocean of all forts of Learhin 
Pet we ſcorn to detract on this Account, from his extraordit; 
erits. He was often miſtaken ; but then it was, when! 
was dereiv'd by the deprav'd Lections of bad Editions ; H 
ſometimes nodded too, which is granted on all Hands in fu 
a multiplicity of Writing, and none but ſlothſul Perſons wi 
deny it, who doing nothing themſelves, are HI-natur'd by n 
King up and picking out the little Blemiſhes of the laborious au 
Tearned, thereby to gain a little Credit among ſuch as are li 
themſelves. We can patiently endute ſuch, who have mea 
thoughts of EXASMUS'sPhilological Learning, tho" they han 
left behind them mire” and greater Monuments of their Wi 
and-Erudition ; and tho? they continue to do it, yet they (hou 

be ſilent, except they have a mind for the ill Word of all G 

J... 44 000154 * 

But perhaps I have ſaid more of EX4SMUS than I ougi 

to have done, and therefore I ſhall turn my ſelf to ſomethin 
| elſe; and inform the World, that in our Time there at 
| | Robortelli, who Practice the ſame againſt thoſe , wil 
bave deſerv'd well of Learning; which our Friend has {ul 
1 ciently experienc d. tho much Inferiour to EX AS 
any one views the Hiſtories of Mankind, with an ordim 
ry Attention, or that only which belongs to the Condition 
Learned Men and Learning, he will eaſily obſerve, that it 
the Theater relating to them, different Perſons may havę diff 
rent Ends, but the Drama is every where the ſame. ' Th forme 
Times, there were Perſons very inſttumental 8 Good e 

veral who er 
Merit, Th 


" 


the Republic of Letters; there were likewiſe { 
_ deavourd to obſcure and detract from their 


M. Joun LI CIER &. 57 
Ame Perfons are now, and ſuch thrte will be for ever. 
| In theſe Times, while Mr. LE CLERC was wholly taken 
= > in Tranſtating and Illuſtrating he Hiſfforical Books of the 
_ 14 T:ftamint, ot in Writing his Bibliotheque Choiſis, nor did 
much as ſtir out of An ſterdam, but very rarely; there was 
Report ſpread in England, toward the end of the Year 1707, 

4 at he was in that Iſland, and many faid they had 17 
. ith bim. Indeed there were ſome others, who * the 
* Mbyiry of it, becauſe they knew that the true Mr. LE 

"IL E AC was hinder'd beyond Sea, by ſeveral Occupations from 

ying ſuch a Viſit. After this, News was ſent into Holland, 


ul | hich was receiv'd with wonderful Aſtoniſhment, at laſt it 
K. as diſcorerd, that a certain Monk, who, abdicating hs Cu- 
N la, had lifted himſelf in the Reform'd Religion, and dwelt 
” the Hague, who went by the Name of FRED. AUG. GA- 
o, bad acted the Part of Mr. LE CLERC, and by 
" at Artifice had impos'd upon many. But moreover, there 
hn ; ere ſo many ridiculous Scenes in this Comedy, which were 
— ceiy'd by ſome with Indignation, and by others with Lau 

11 r, inſtead of Applauſe, But it was not his Buſineſs to Ha 
th ein England, for many there, who knew Mr. LE CLER 


ſight, as alſo ſome Gentlemen of Frante, began to ſmell 
it the Cheat ; which was therefore Advertis'd in the London 


Jy 1 Tettee, and other News Papers, and to Jus its ſpread» 
＋ more, it was alſo inſerted in the Nowvelles de la Repabliqaue 
+ s Lettres at Amſerdam, for the Month of November, with the 

* me Deſign. This was a great Grief to him, that ſome of f 
; W 2 moſt ingenious Men were deluded by an Impoſtor, which 


was no wiſe concern'd in; but yet it was a means to him 
return Thanks to thoſe Learned and Good Men, who were 
luded by ſuch a Report, becauſe he perceiy'd that they pail 
* Fru even to a Cheat, who diſguis d himſelf under 
4 $ Name, | 
thin But when the Monk return d into Holland, he deny'd the 
, with as much boldneſs as be committed it, and in a vi- 
lent manner accusd the Author of the Repub. des Lee, 
Slander ; which Impudence had not paſ'd unpuniſh'd in 
F Country, but that of the States. For that it was Matter 
act, which was written from London, trom Authentic Te- 
oy monies, in Two French Epiltles, Printed 1708, amounted 
a Demonſtration... . | ; 
| In this ſame Year 1708, came out the Libri Hiſtorici Vereris 
wy amenti, Joſhus, Fudicts, Rntha, Samnel. Reges, Paralipme- 
> Ejdras, Nebemias and Eſth:ra, Trauflated and Explani'd 
0 th a Phitological — by Mr. LE CLERC; gs 
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belt to jorn both together, if we are able; or at laſt we ſhoud 


. Admirer of that excellent Man, and a Defender of him, wil 


* 


. 


could not be ſet forth without vaſt Labour, as any. one may 
perceive, who will read but ſome Pages in them, or conſider 
what the Author has ſaid of them in his Bibliothegue Choiſie, Vol 
15. For which Reaſon, I ſhall wave ſayi.g any more < 
them, ſince they are copiouſly treated of in the forecited Place 
1 will only add this, that the only View Mr. LE CLEIC 
had, was the Dilucidation, Expolition and Defence of the 
Truth and Virtue; from the former of which, if any when 
he has departed, either unknowingly or unwillinghy, yet k 
hopes he ſhall never depart from the latter, nor give occaſion 
to any one to do ſo. The weakneſs and frailty of Human 
Nature will Real upon our belt Performances, notwithiſtand- 
ing the want of our Inclination ; but it is impoſſible for us to 
renounce Virtue without our Conſent, becaule the Divine Aſſ- 
tance is never wanting to the willing Mind. Let us do ou 


conſtantly adhere to the latter, which, with the help ot Gd 
we can do. - 

It was ſome Years ago, when Mr. LE CLERC had thought; 
of publiſhing SULP/CIUS SEV ERUS, it he could get any one ty 


-give a helping Hand to it; to which Purpoſe he wrote out t 


Epifler of that Writer from the Miſcellanza, STEPH. B 4M 
LUZ11, and the Spicilegia, LUC. DACHERH1, which wei 

not in any of the former Editions, and on theſe he made 
ſome Tranſient Remarks. When he had laid aſide his D. 
Gen of publiſhing all the Works of that clegant Author, ic 
ſent them to THO. FRITSCH, a noted Beck ſeller in Ly 
fick, to annex them to the Edition he was then about, in! 
ſeparate Volume, Which he did in 1709, in that beautiful 
Edition of SULPICIUS, in Two Volumes in 80. 0 
which ſce an Account in Bibliotheque C/:oifiz, Volume 20. f. 
Art. 6. In the next Year about Spring, came out a ve: y (ar 
Edition of thoſe Golden Books of HUGO GROTIUS, de Vai 
tate Chriſtiane Religionis ; Mr. LE CLEKC, who was a cal 


there was Occaſion, carried theſe Books always about hn 
and when he had carctully revis'd them, and added fend 


Notes to them, he deliver'd them to a Bookf.ller, with the 30 


dition of a VIth Book De el:genda inter C'riftianos d Iii lena 
Sententia. GROTIUS had ſhown, that the Chiitiaw R-!1c:0h 
was true, by Arguments deduc'd from ſuch Things in » 0 
all Chriſtiaus did agrce.. Wherefore he pltas'd all forts of Clu 
ſtians, and that Piece was gencrally approv'd. But ſince th! 
was ſuch a Difference among Chriſtians, and each condenii 
the other, it remain d a Quzliion, into which Society of on | 
| ah 


AO 


— 
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jans a Man ought to join himſelf; unleſs any one could ima - 
that at this Time there were no *Chriftians with whom a 


ne 
by 1 an could in his Conſcience hold Communion. Therefore 
: this Book Mr. LE CLERC endeavours to ſhow ( notwith- 


anding Chriftianity is acknowledg'd in general, and is be- 
y'd by all the Societies of it, which are now in being) that 
Man ought to enter himſelf a Member of that, which impo- 
& nothing upon Chrittians, as to oblige their Compliance to 
only what is afſur'd by the unqueltionable Memorials of - 
wine Revelation, to be the Doctrine of our Saviour; that 


— what any one, who is not void of common Senſe, ma 

4 d in the New Teſtament, if he has avy Love for Truth; an 

Af acts nothing of them, as neceſſary to Salvation, but a be- 
f therein, and a Life ſuitable to that belief. And if all 


tiſtian Societies would tet their Hands to this, we ſhoul& 
n ſee an End of thoſe cruel Feuds and Diſſentions, unbe- 

ing all who profeſs the Name ot Chriſt, and the return of 
leſireable Peace, which has for ſo many Ages been bamſh'd 
dm the World. Of this Book Mr. LE CLERC himſelf las. 
cour?'d in Bibliotheque Choifie, Volume 18. Art. 6. 


oy che ſame Year, about the beginning of Autumn, came 
—_ the Fragments of MENANDER and PHILE MON, 
m fully Collected, Tranſlated and Illuſtrated with ſome few 
D. c, of which perhaps I ſhould have given a farther Ac+ 


nt, had not the Author himſelf ſpoken, what he thought | 

per of em in bis Bibliot heque Choiſie, Tome x9. Art. 7. and 
th. Preface to a Latin Book, of which more afterward. It 

s the Deſign of H. GROTIUS and our Author, likewiſe to 
the noted Ethical Sentences of. the Heathens, not only in- 


the Hands of Young Scholars, but of all ſuch as take a Plea- 
11 ein Moral Sayings of that Nature; I mean, the wiſeſt, and 
For t Men: who read them with a Deſign to grow more Prue - 


it by them, For which Reaſon, they had a more eſpecial 
gard to the Senſe of the Authors, than their Meaſures, and 
refore took no Notice of ſeveral Fragments ; for as what was 
ty, could by no means be reftor'd by Conyceture, ſo nei- 
did it tend to that Puri ole I have mentton'd. Yer this gave 
aſion to ſome, ho, on other Accounts, were Mr. LE CLERC's 
mies, inſtead of favouring his Deſign, to Rail againſt him, 
he bad left every Thing corrupted, or had corrupted them 
want of Knowledge and Skill, to prove which they produce 
moſt palpable Errors of the Preſs; which ſo betray'd their 


th : . 
* ſaflection, that every one perceived, this was done with an 
m ention to do him an Injury, who neither in Word or Dee 


r did them any hurt, rather yoo out of deſire of promoting 
| 2 the 
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60 An Account of the Life and Writings 
| the Intereſt of Learning. Bat, becauſe our Paſſions are uſual- 
ly blind, it far'd with HUGO GROTIUS before, as it doc 
with the Admirer of him now, and the Odjections thrown 
ainſt either, hurt one, as well as the other. Neither of their 
— 68 to deſerve well, can be clouded by ſuch Men, un- 
leſs they perform better than both of them. And when they 
ſhall have done this, it will be worth while to hear them ; till 
then, they muſt expect the Ears of all Honeft Men to be ſtopd 
againſt them. In the mean Time, they muſt not be angry, 
if they ſhould hear the Friends of our Author repeat thoſe ele- 
gant Words of Philemon from a Play of His, call'd Epidicaxo- 
meno;, where he ſays, That there is nothing ſo charming and 
grateful, as to be able to endure Slander ; for if the Perſon ſlan- 
der d onietly niilſtandi the Blow, it turns with double Force up 


* 


We Slanderer. | 
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In the Year 1710. was publiſh'd T. LIV1I Hiſtoriarum qul 
exiar cum Notulis CLERICI, Supplementiſque omnibus Freinſb. 
mianis, Of tins he has copiouſly enough diſcours d in the J. 
bliothegue Choiſe, Volume 19. Art. 3. and in the Preface to 
Lr, where be has bricfly ſhown, what he has done in this 
Edition. This is ſo commodious, as to be read by one Walk 
ing, Travelling or otherwiſe ; for this Reafon, the Supplement, 
Freinſbemiana are amended, ſo that now they may be read 
with Pleaſure ; which before they could not, becauſe of thei 
Faults. Mr. LE CLERC never defign'd to go through with 
his Obt rrations on Lr, for which there was no occa- 
ſion bur only to make ſuch as occur'd to him, while 
he was preparing it for the Prefs. Tho' there are ſome Thing 
in that beautiful Hiſtory, which no doubt are Faulty, or ar 
ſo ſuſpected et!.ex thro' the carcleſsneſs of the Librarii, or tit 
Injury of Time. Vet he would not venture to correct and 2 
mend ſcvera! Things, after GRONOVIUS's molt accurate Ed. 
tions, wu hout the help of Manuſcript Copies, which GOM. 

VI never ſaw, There are ſome indeed, who (tick not at 
laying bold Hands on Antiquity, upon their own meer Cor- 
jecture, and arbitrarily turn ont what diſpleaſes them. Which 
very Men, blinded by their own Ignorance, do Violence to 
the Ancizms, where the Words are choſe, and the Senſe à 
plain, as can be, and fo become ridiculous to acuter Und: 

| | ſtandings; 


Me., Jonn Ls Clue, © 6 


al- ings indeed is it Juſt, to make any Change, with- 
005 as d Neue, — there are no Manuſcripts to have 
wn arſe to Otherwiſe every Thing would be free to the bold- 
eit s of the Critics 3 nothing in Antiquity would be certain 
un- 1 undoubted. And therefore all Learned Men inveigh a- 
hey aft that Licentiouſneſs, which none but ſupercilious Grame 


rians take. It is mueh better, that ſome Places ſhould re- 
in with their Faults about them, and be read ſo, rather 
a be worſe corrupted by talfe or at lcatt uncertain Emenda- 
ns, as if the — themſclves had deliver'd them down to 
with ſnch Corrections. Ss wh | 
Not long ſince came out a very fair Edition of SALUST, Prins: 
I at Cambridge, with the Notes of the Learned Mr. JOSEPH 
{SSE, to which is prefix'd a ſhort Account of the Life of 
Latin Hiſtorian, written by Mr. LE CLEXC, and feat to 
Editor. It is partly compos'd of the very Words of the An- 
nts, from whom it was collected, and dt ſerves to be read 
them, who think the Lives of the Ancient Writers were as 
uous as they ſeem by their Writings, and diftinguuth not 
at a great Difference there is between Saying and Doing. 

At laſt in 1711, came out eASCHINIS Socratici Dialogi 5 
, Grect & Latin, cum fragmento Latino quarti. Theſe were * * 
nflated from the Greet, and illuſttated with Notes by Mr. 
E CLERC, to which was ſubjoin d Philologice Sydva, a Book 
Philological MA. ſcellanies. He bad obſerv'd ſometime before, 
at the Studies ot Learning in this Age, turn d moſtly on rea- 
ng the Letin Writers, as appears by their being often Re- 
mted with Notes by the Learned; while the Greek Writers 
2m to be wholly thrown aſide. He made the ſame Obſcrva- 
dn as to the Philoſophers, as beingin no manner of Eſteem, as 
whatever related to the Knowledge of Antiquity was only to 
> met with in the Hiſtorians and the Poets, and particularly 
de Latin. Which is fo co the Judgment of the Latin 
riters themſclvcs, that he wWunted ncthing of a Scholar, 
ho had not read the Greek jj ors, and chiefly the Philoſo- 


ers. This was the con ſuſtom ot the Old Romans, both 
rators and Poets, not to niefitton the Philoſophers, who lived 
d the pureſt Times. This is ſo plain, that whoever is acquaint- 


| with C/CERO and HORACE, cannot chuſe but obſerve it; 
- at hoever likewife carefully reads over the molt Learned Critics, 
on- th of this and the former Ages, mult needs take Notice ot ve- 
ich many Things, which the Latins took from the Greeks, and 


ar Philoſophers in particular. Therefore if not for its own. 

ke, which yet ought to have ſome weight, yet certainly for 

e ſake of the Latin Writers, the Greek ought to be read and 
recom. 22 


da 
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62 An Actount of the Life and Writings 
recommended to the Study of Ingenious Youth. Whoever ſhal 
once have a reliſh of them, he will find that the Latins hal 

eat reaſon to extol the Grecian Learning, and will return 

banks to thoſe who firſt ſhew'd thoſe delicious Springs. 
It were to be wifh'd, that thoſe excellent Philuſophers, which 
we now have among us, would come forth with the ſan} 
Care and Illuſtrations, with which we ſee Writers of much 
teis Moment and Advantage, within this Hundred Years ct 
more, appear. There would be as much Opportunity, even 
there, of (hewing one's Philolog cal Learning; beſides, that in 
the Ancient Philoſophy are many Things worth our Admira. 
tron, which we generally take no Notice of, and ſome which] 
would employ our P-nctration, to examine the Judgments off 
the Ancients, and venture to Diſſent from them, with as much 
Freedom as they did from the who went before them. Era 
would be eaſily ſeen by us who Pliloſophize more accurately, 
and ſom+ Things would come in our Way, which we might if 
make better ufe of than tie Ancients themſelves did; it wh 
intended to arrive at any Degree of Perfection, not only in the 
Knowledge of the G cet Tongue, but of that Philoſophy which 
Ks at this Day on Foot, | 

That he might begin to make way for this kind of Studie, 
Mr. LE CLERC, to the beſt of his Judgment, choſe Thier 
Dialogurs out of thoſe, which are uſually Publiſh'd at the End 
of PLATO, and which SUIDAS attributes to eAASCHIVES 
the Socræ ic, and indeed they are not unworthy of Iym. Tik 
he publiſh'd by themſelves, in ſuch a manner as they might 
eaſily be carried about one, and with ſuch Notes, as would 
make them eaſie and intelligible to any, who had hut a mode. 
rate Skill in the Greek Tonghe. In which he kept to his uſual 
Cuſtom of putting a Book into the Reader's Hands, which 
was more worth his peruſal than many others, which are (0 
frequently read. What it @@ytains, I ſhall omit ſpeaking of 
refer you to the reading it, and fo the Biblio heque Choi 
Volume 22. where the Editor has ſpoke of His e ASCHINES, 
what cannot diſguſt the niceſt Reader. , | 
I thall ſay nothing of Silve Philologice, the Philological A. 
cellaniet, but this, that the Writer ot them, when he has Le 
ſure, mtends to entertain us with ſome more ot the tame fort, 
* He might ſay of this, and many other of his Works (which 
he has not yet ſaid) as FOS. SCALIGER ſaid of his CA 
STIG AT IONES in CATULLUM TIBULLUM, and PRO. 
| . ; 4 ] know that Men of grcat Erudition, lure 
int a little cortbuted toward the Illuſtration of the An 
In ce. Authors. I muſt confeſs, I envy not their Reputz 
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jon; nor can they prevent me of mine, if I have employ'd 
oy Laboas 10 fome — Purpoſe; nor diſpraiſe my Attempt 
at leaſt, if I have not: But I bave prefery'd ſo much Mo- 
deration, as to Aﬀront no Man Living, anprovol d. by the 


hi Jeaſt Animadverſion; but I never make mention of the 
5 Dead Authors, even when I Diſſent from them, but with 


Honour and Reſpect. For it is unbecoming a Gentlema 

for ſome lips of Words, or ſome Miſtakes, incident — 
Human Nature, to attack the Learning, and in that the 
whole Stock of Reputation, which ſuch great Men have juſt- 
y gain'd. This is the Practice of cavilling Triflers, who 


nina. ar a 

h; have ſpent all tizeir Life in dealing with Thorns, totally Ig- 
_ Rar of the Divine Myſteries of Wiſlom. 18 
nuch In theſe Words, SCALIGER ſeems to have drawn the Cha- 
_ ter of Two Mu, who have been angry with Mr. LE CLERC, 
teh f he has exto]* them both with ſuch Praiſes, as it appears, 
ioht never deſery'd ; and have been ſo inccngdat him, as if He 


of Courle forteit all the Eſteem he has in the World, for 
tee Things which they have found Fault with in his Edition 

the Fragments of MEN ANDER and PHILEMON. I 
an GITO, who Publiſh'd PETROWIUS, and PHILE- 
UTHERUS, who falſely calls himſelf ZI/PSIENSIS. IF 


ave carried Matters too far ; for whoever does that, runs the 
que of his own Reputation; unleſ he thinks it a Privilege 
uliar to bimſelf, to invade others with Scurrility, and a 
ime in them to Defend their own Works; or that a Man is 
e to loſe his Labour, if he offer to take up Arms in his own 
fence againſt him; becauſe this Pedantic and bitter Railer 
rer is, and never will be in an Error, and therefore that no- 
ng can be upbraided to him; or Laſtly, that others may 
t be deceiv'd now and then, and yet preſerve their Chara - 


ti 
wglt 
ould 
ode- 


NIA 
uch 


e kr rt; no: He alone has the Prerogative of being Infallible. 
5 i at Man, whom He. has grievouſly injur'd, mult be a ſenſe- 
JE and ſtupid Blockbead, who can tamely. ſce his Reputation 
uck at by another, and not vindicate it with as much Cou- 
ul. e and Reſolution as He attack'd it. He often ſhews Him to 
1 but a meer Man, -nay, ſometimes a wretched Blunderer ; 


uch is very baſe, when he demonſtrates it to be a flip, in 
ſe very Things which be was ſo much inrag'd at, and 
ughtily upbraided His Adverſary with Ignorance. From 
ence it follows, we mult attend the Funeral of His Wit and 
ming, in the ſame Manner as He thinks Himſelf to have 
inguiſh d the Reputation of others, unleſs he condemn what 


ader. 


Tho 


had a Dram of Prudence, they would have taken Care not 


A done, return to his former Senſes, and beg Pardon of 


[4 
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_ Tho Mr: LECLERC could do all this, yet he had dete 
min d to make no Reply to chem; becauſe be as not at 
ſollicitous for His Credit, and thought it was no more Nece 
ry tor him, tobe always anſnering the Calumniet of Grammariy 
than Divine. But toward the end of 1710, He received fro 
an unkown Hand PHYT. A*GTRIT CANTABRIGIENSIS | 
nnen datiunes in MENANDRU '-& PH 'LEMONEM, in 0) 
tion to thoſe of PHILELEUTHERUS; which he could u 
ut Publiſh. For after he perceived that PHILELEUTHER 
had knowingly and induſtriouſly thrown Himſelf into the Qua 
rel, and impos'd upon himſelf with a Vanity unbecomins 
Modett Man, there was no Reaſon, why Mr. LE CLEy 
ſhould ſuppreſs an Anſwer in Oppoſition to him. In whi 
at the fame Time, our Friend defended himſelf in a Preface j 
it, where he gave a Specimen of what might be ſaid ; ſo th 
no one can doubt, but that he has Weapons to defend him: 
with, whenever he has a Mind But it is not his uſual Cy 
Rom to enter iuto ſuch ſort of Combats, and when he does, 
is with Regret, and he gets rid of them as ſoon as he c 
Beſides, he has under his Hands Things of higher Moment au 
Ute, than Grammaticaſ 1 which become none but A 
dants. He who ſaid, Philoſophandum eſſe, ſed paucis, that wi 
ought to play the Philoſopher, but in few Words, had much ma 
julſly ſaid, if any one play the Grammarian, be as ſhort if 
ou can. Mr. LE CLERC's Friends, one and all, perſuad i 
im to let ſuch Men alone, and proceed to deſerve well if 
thoſe who were Lovers of Truth, and addicted to the Study 
1 which I Hope and Promiſe to my ſelf, he wi 
*” Among his other Works, I did not mention, in it's prop! 
Place, his Tranſlation of Three Sermons into French, by ti 
Reverend GILB, BURNET, who was afterward Biſhop of Sali 
bary, and to his great Cemmendation has been very uſeful bo 
in Church and State, Thoſe Sermons were publiſh'd 1688 a 
89, in which Years WILLIAM Prince of ORANGE, reſto! 
GREAT BRIT AIN to its Ancient Liberty, and was aft 
Proclaim'd and Crown'd King, of which Things theſe % 
mons treat. Somewhat after ne alſo tranſlated Dr. UE 
NET's Confutation and Defence againſt the gth Book of AN 
VARILLAS's Hiſtory of the Changes of Religion, who, as! 
nfually does, had fergn'd many Things relating to the Ret 
mation in England. But Mr. LE CLERC added a Preface 
the Confutation, in which he proves V' ARILLAS to be a 
very inconſiſtent with himſelf, and ſhews that he had wil 
much better before of FOHN HUSS and FERO M of PRAGU 
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Wu tho the chief Praiſe of thoſe Pieces is owing to the Right 

everend-Father;yet-the- Verſions of them may, I think, be 
eckon'd among Mr: LE-CLERCs Works. OO 
This has been his Way of Living; theſe the Diſputes and 
duarrels, in which he thought it ms Duty NN the Truth, 
it ſeem d to Him. On ſuch Labours as theſe, has his Liſe 
en exercis d to this Day. Now we Id deſcribe it as to 
hat he has done, and continues ill f6 do out of his Study, 
he would give us leave. In the Year 1691, he married 
ARY LET, the Daughter of GREGORY LETq, by whom 
had Four Children, but all of them dy'd in their Infan- 
5. One of them, nam'd GREGORY, a Boy of a fine Wie 
nd Complexion, liv'd to the 8th Year of his Age, in which, 
ing conlum d by a long Diſeaſe, he dy*d, to the Eternal Grief 
his ſorrowful Parents. 


Our Friend will ſuffer me to ſay no more, of him, and his 
Airs; and I can do no otherwiſe than obey him in this, 


and - 

two very Great Men. I have 

ded ſome Notes at the End, where there was occaſion, for 
better Llnderflanding of them. And it will appear with 
dw profound à Reſpect, Gentlemeh of the Firſt Character us d 
m. Had Mr. LE CLERC kept Copies of His own Letters, 
might — have obtain'd them alſo; but he either had 
dne, or could not find them. He has loſt many Letters, 
hich he receiv'd from the moſt Illuftrious Perſonages. But 
dwever, it will appear from the ſingular Politeneſs of theſe 
fiters, that Human Learning of it ſelf never Sowers or He- 
ders any one, but according to the Temper of the Perſon, 
ho uſes them to good or bad Purpoſes, mf 
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"Am at a Loſs, hw to a my bank 2 I. MEL. 
+SIUS's Book, which I bave ſo long wanted; as like 
wiſe for the ath Volume of youx curious Bibliot _— * 
ou ſhall never find me guilty... of Iagratitucle, 

mindful of Kind neſſes, but always ready to ferve ſuch a 1— 
in all kind of good Offices. I fend you with this, M ELI 
IF SIUS de Sacris Eleuſiniis, as allo MENAGE's Hiſtoria Sablol. 
ienſit, which the Author lately preſented me with. I ſuppoſe 
this is the firſt Time you ever ſa it. I have not yet, Fathe! 
HARDUIN's Differtations, concerning Triple Baptiſm, I an 
inter g , that Mr. HORTHEMEL, a Bookſeller of Paris, hat 
intended to pay me a Viſit, and that he had' brought that 
Book along with him. 

2. HARDUIN has no good Character among the Frencly 


becauſe he Acts the Plagiary, and not only fo, but is too " 


4s # 


W. Gravius' 'Litters, c. 

v afraigning very Learned Men, and rallying them an 
Bight Mift 1 25 which Human Nate is never free — 
0 for theft Excellencies, he takes no” Notice of them, - bit 
laims all the Merit of their Obſervations in Literature, às his 
pwn; which is a Sign of a by plentiful want of Modeſty, if 

Man may ſpeak his Mind. I am likewiſe inform'd that 
2 7080 is not very well pleas d at FLARDUIN's" ar- 
zating to himſelf that moſt elegant and true 1 
#hich we read in his Notes to Mela, p. 280. together with 
e Places of thoſe Writers from whom he confirms it, except 
at Place in CHARISIUS. Indeed he commends Ms. FRID. 
RONOY1US's Emendations in his Preface, but in his Anno- 
ations he aſſerts them as his own, and ſeldom makes mention 
GRONOVIUS, but when he differs from him. I cannot 
refore, Sir, diſcommend you for defending S4LAfASIUS, 
a other Learned Men; tho' there has been a Friendſhip and 

rcc{pondence by Letters, with Father A DUIN and my 
, and I cannot deny, but that he has made ſome very 

pod Obfcrvations of his own, both in PLINT and his Geo- 
phy; illuſtrated from Medals ; and that his PLINT is the 
ſt, not only among the Writers in Lſam Delphini, but of all 
e Editions I ever ſaw: Mr. BATLE, who dealt ſomewhat 
hkindly with HLARDUIN in the Opinion he has given of his 
INT, being worn out with Sickneſs, has laid aſide all Care 
committing the Works of the Learned to Memory, - The 
pokſcllers now will look out for another; but I believe, they, 
ill neyer find one who can hurt you. | bn: 4. 
Your, Bibliotheque has the Approbation of every Body, and 
prefer d to all Books of that Nature, even by the Authors of 

Diarimm Lipfienſe. In a ſhort Time, we ſhall have from 
ance, CANGEUS's Zonaras, and the Abbot BISOT's He- 

Batavica compil'd from Medals, and Mr. V ARILLAS's 
efence againſt Biſhop BURNET ; and from England we ex» 
& the late famous Biſhop Pearſon's Diſcourſe of the Rowan Bi- 
ops. - I ſuppoſe you have ſeen CHRYSOSTO M's Epiſtle to 
ES ARIUS, as it was publiſh'd by B1GOT, with BAS- 
LAGE's Diſcourſes of the Apollinarian Hereſie, and thoſe 
ritings of St. ATFEANASIUS, which are queſtion'd, as 
o a Letter to Father SIMON, all which came out here ſome 
ays ago. 

4. | will talk more of the Senſe and Learned Writings of 
LE'CLERC's at another Time, when I thall find a better 
dp =_ of reading them over again with Diligence; for 
preſent F am taken off from it by urgent Buſineis. In the 
an Time, I wiſh you W that you may long ſurvive 

, | 2 or 
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68 . Mr, Gtævius Letters: 
for: the Service of Learning, and deſire you. to 
ſame Affection for me, as you have hitherto done, 
I ſhall always have for you. Urecht, May 13. 16 
; , | = | [ 


POSTSCRIAT.: >; ior 


5. You mention'd a Place in St. Lute, if my Memory fail 
not, in whom there 1s a Reading handed about now, which 
St. FEROM diſapprov'd of, and aſcrib'd to the Heretics, 1 
have forgot it; if you'll be ſo kind to refreſh. my Memory, 
I ſhall place it to the Number of your other Favours. 


een. 
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NOTEs for the better Explaining of the forcgoing Letter, 


1. Mr. LE CI. ERC had preſented bim with MEURSIUS's Book, D: 
Orcheſtra, ſive Saltationibus Veterum, which, at the Requeſt of I, 
GRAVIUS, he took Care to have ſent to him from Geneva. © , | 

2. At that Time, Mr. LE CLERC had upon his Handt the 5th Vl 
of bis Bibliotheque Univerſelle, ar the beginning of which'he accuſe 
Father HARDUIN, of having copied out of 8 LMASIUS, - at th 
ſame Time be ſeems to Wight vim 1 r 

3. The Place is in PLINY, Jock IE. Chap. 22. where, for ad ſo 
rum, which wes not Senſe, ISAAC VOSSIUS prov'd, that it foul 
be amphorùm, on Mela, Book III. Chap. 7. This HARDUI con 
ed, and took. it to bimſelf; perhaps, becauſe be thought it lawful 5 
grow rich by the Soils of Heretics, But Mr. GRAVIUS is miſtaken, 
0 think that lace of CHARISIUS was omitted, for HARDUIN 

uotes it both in bis Notes and Emendations ; ſo that the Plagia fila 
1 more 2 mn * GRAVIUS thought it. | 

7. LE ent him the Quæſtiones Sa 1 
gher, and his Uncle. "a Y * e * 
. Ar. GREAVIUS did not well remember, what be had heard N. 
LE CLERC ſay, Vid. Defenſe de Sentimens de quelques Theologien 
de Hollande, &c. pag 414. ky 
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SIR, 
To your other Merits, which are ſufficiently known in the le 
public of Letters, you have made a conſiderable Additial 

by your Verſion of the Hiſtoria Philoſophie Orientalis, writ 
by that Learned Engliſh Gentleman THOMAS ST.ANLE!, 
whole Learning we fome Time ago admir'd, when we read bi 
A ſchl 


d M L CEA. 69 . 
blut, and the Lives of the Gre-# Philoſophers. You bare 
irs very much lig'd all, who are Loxers of the more 
Learning, eſpecially fince you have illuſtrated this Book 
ſuch excellent Annotations: I indeed am very much ↄb- 
to you, in furniſhing my Library with ſo acceptable 3 


| Be: vets! ar 07 05 03S | 
fails pe in a ſhort Time to requite this-Favour, tho! not ſui- 
hich t ſuch as my Door: Ability affords. I have not bad 


. I de look over that! Diſcourſe, but only Curſorily. 80 
as it comes from the Bookſeller, who is binding it as it 

ves, nothing ſhall hinder-me from reading it. 
muſt likewiſe return you Thanks for the uſe of CAPEL- 
's Works, which I have juſt now order d to be return d, 
H ALMA; and alſo: for the Specimen of the New 
on of the Prophet Obadiab, illuſtrated with a Paraphraſe 
Notes, which take very well, and have rais d a great Ex- 
tion in every one to read, hat elſe you have perform'd 
rd the Dilucidation of the Holy Scriptures. I pray to God 
ive you Strength and Health ta go through this noble En- 
2e; which you ſeem juſtly to prefer to all other Studies. 
to return to Mr. JANLET, I heartily with ſome Gen- 
ian or other would tranſlate his Lives of the Greet Pliloſos 


d {6 8 into-Latin ! For they ſeem to me to contain a variety of 
ſboul en Knowledge, ſo far as that little skill T have of the Bug- 
cop Tongue reaches. | 9 S915 1104 Ul 
ul © haye received Letters from /aly, which inform me, that 
5 Bibliotheca Sluſiana is come out, that is, a Catalogue of the 


ary of Cardinal SLUSIO, by FRAN. DESERNE of 
is, and alſo the Works of Father 1M ANACEUS (be would 
e it MARACCIUS) who was the late Pope's Confeſſor, 
Inſt the Mahometans : of whoſe Learning the Biſhop of $4- 
? gave ſo good a Character, when he return'd from e- 
ather PORTER 1s publiſhing at Rome, a Compen- 
m of the Ecclefiaftical Annals of the Kingdom of Feld, 
hich He gives a ſhort Deſcription, and a ſuccinct Hiſtory 
he Antiquities, and moſt remarkable Things of the Eccleſi- 
al and Civil States; and that the MMarmora Felfinea were 
ing out at Bologna, Illuſtrated with innumerable In- 
ptions never before Publiſh d, and alſo with very many Ex- 
ations of the moſt Learned Men; CAESAR MALY ASIA © 
de Author of it. And now permit me, worthy Sir. to take my 
e earneſtly deſiring the Continuance of your AﬀeRion, for 
cht, Aug, 1. | | Tuo, &c. 
90. N. S. N 7 f N 5 | 
Fay give my Seryice to the Reverend Mr. Z/ABOKCH. | 
A | ä 
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1 As now as good anzay Word, as e Abt 1 
- > you, and as a Taken of my Reſpects. and — 

herewith ſend you SUETONIUS, as it has been a Second I 
revisd 1 — me. I ſuppo bald as well de without 
mean a Preſent ben I con der that your Mind is chiefly 
ken up with Studies oſ a higher Nature] pet it i the beft 1 
and thereſore I had rather offet that, tan be found * 

— or 'forzerfu} of the Favours with which 
_— {and le me," Export in x {ine Tine TUL 


bope, wy 3 aniv'd.ac NICASIUS's Hands: The 
<5 has ſent an angry Anſwer: to you. lf 
Ar has accusd Marlam Nerem orom, and other Moi 

1 : Which makes me very defirow 

— ere Anſwer. When you have done with it, I wa 
g of you tu let me have the peraſal of it for a little w 
Lwil take Care it ſhall be return d fafe and found. 


We ate in dai Expectation of 7OIVAR DSC Notes u 
LACTANTIUS, De, mortibus Perſecutorem. Good: Sir co 


aue your Relpecs for 

4; N 2 72 e, &ec. 
Urvebe,, Decemb. 21. 16. *. 8. f 8 
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"BYE, | 


Sine: you were way e düpkeasd with the SUETONIUS I at 
fent yeu, TULLY's Offices now follows it; which I h 
revis d KY Ttuftrated with Notes, not only whete I enk 
vour'd to correct the Text, from the Oldeſt Manwſeript ; | 
what 1 alſo deriwd from the Aticients, eſpecialiy tlie Gr 
Philoſo F have ſometimes alſo Maya the unjuſt 
prehenſions of ſoine of the Modern Commentators, and vir 
cated that excellent Author from over Critical Ceuſures. 
if, Sir, my Labour ſhall recommend it ſelf to you, and ſo 
few others of the ſame Claſs, I ſhall think = 195 more ti 
ſufficiently 3 * Pain. 1 


= 


50 Me Lee PY m 
ith this you have the Letters of VICASIUS. I have been 


Lift GARTES, or rather, The V Ar 
— 585 d teen f in French, i 18 25 55 
me 
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Aab Ale Fa os age pry am daily 
k 5 both Non my own and the, 
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gations fo 4 bn, 


whi ch lies in m aan you (hall ET 72 
5 of ANN WO bas been twice printed, I here 
1006. N e Ir — 
printed it at in Ert 153 Things N 
ut of Sab. I could not IA e when rege d 
Letters. cannot imagine into what Corner my 
has crept. The other 13 a Ver{ron of, GESNER's, in Li 
which was ſubjoin'd Tt, his Notes on the Periplus, to the 
pn of 7 AFRICA, which "BOECLE d in Sv, at Zu- 
1659. If I am not miſtake ECLER publiſh d it n- 
bout 20 Years bye but gannot now ſind 
it you will find that PER ERIP aner Greek and du 
e Fragment pf STEPHEN N of 5 — which 
bliſhed by A BERKEL, xrith a Lin Tran: 
and his own Remarks, at Lone by, DAN. KG: 
„in 12. in 17%. 
nd with this, 1 to my / Brother, and C ARPZOVID 
y Friend, TEUTONIUS ; they will entertain him with all 
tality, and ſhew him what is worth ſeein 77 I long to ſee 
Notes on GENESIS. I ſubſcribe my ſel 
or, April 29, 1693. 1 0 


Yours, &c. 


ly Service to the Reverend M. LIZBORCEH. 
LET: 
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15 4. = wed pleased to hear, that the HUGUET-ANS are; 
ing to reprint our HES D. Tſhall add ſomething mo 
my Notes. I will take Care are you thall hat [roy ve them ef 
Time appointed. I will ! hether to put th 
under = wm or at ee God as as bores But N e de 
to to me with a t may'm 
— what I have added to it, Feet tht 1 Tart, 1 Io! Toul; 
| iilangled, it can be df no uſe- 
' If OR PHTNTUS Hel Are come out, 1 n deſir 
dee K. T hope the Notes of Vi 2 upon that Writ r are d 
ver d to Meſſ. FUGUET ANS. Pray give my Reſpects to th 
and deſire them from me, na Yoder; , topabliſh the EN 
HOTFT| OMANNEANLE, | New - Years Day. For t 
is'd meunder their own _ — * t Noi take t 
Tang T Keri l ſe ALHUSIOS, 
of mine, to ALHUSIFUS 250 Geeldtrt, if 
—— — picked. by firſt of January. I — 57 there 
willingly have my Engagement free, tarnoTrouble might a 
either to he HUGUET ANS, my ſelf, or Ir wy $65 7H þ 
Lam ſending this very Day a Pacqu ſome 
publith'd before, which were Feit nby "CALIGE 5 
2088 SALMASIUS, © CASELIUS, GUDRES.: 
' and . ir Friend HEEL l. the Ap . 
which eo ba — — Append fi e Te wy of” 15 9 
are to the Preſs, till after 0 . 
Hortom anni anæ de fiulſh d before. TOES, Mis 
-» When will Mr! ARILLANT's Get M the Ec 
rors come out? I ſhall know more of theſe HUG 
TANs, ben they ſend me 2 Y; therefore I would 
have you loſe your Time which ver y precious” in un 
Letters of ſuch ſmall Concerns. e fo me thitigs had 
been {aid in your Parrbaſiana, not forte fake of 8:5 but 
ſelf, whom I have in the greateſt Eſteem. But more of 
at another Time, till when Late my * e Au; 
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IR, | l 
| HE Thanks you were pleas'd to give me, for ſending . 


you the firſt Volume of my Work, De Prefentia & 
De Numiſmatym Antiquorum, &xc. and the Additions 
which you ſhall think fit to make to it in the begin» 
gol the Eleventh Volume of your Bihlotbeque Choifie, do very 
h ſurpaſs what I cou'd have expected from your Reception of 
I know, Sir, the Value I ought to have for ſo mature a] udg- 
dt, an1 fo exquiſite and diffuſive a Knowledge as yours is, 
am conſequently ſenſible of the Honour that will thereby 
und to the Work, and Profit to the Bookſeller; Inſomuch, 
I already 7 a great Advantage from your kind Expreſſi- 
upon the firſt ſight of the Book. I am only afraid, that 
dn you give your ſelf the trouble to go thro' it attentively, it 
r the good Opinion you at firſt may have con- 
ed of it. | f 
ſhall not retrench any thing of what is ſaid in the Preface z 
ean, 2 upon Account of my great Age, and the Di- 
Mons of my preſent Employment, and other Reaſons which 
zu'd alledge, from a Lite of but little Tranquility, &c. } 
ht merit ſome Indulgence from an Equitable Reader, that 
ſay, one of a different Stamp from the * Leyden Gramma- 
lan. | 1 


. Mi... — — 


NON VIU 7 
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Works, but yet within the bounds of Moderation, and likew! 


Ctico, p. 37. and wherein, as Lon in that lat Work, ben 


* 


; Baron Spanheim's Letters 
'Thad taken no Notice of him in the Preface of this laſt Work, 
ſince be is ſufficiently diſeſteem d among Men of Letters, inſo- 
much, that his Attacks ring 080 honour than wounds; Gil 
not his Accuſation in the 22d Page of his Preface of the Tenti 
TOs - — 1 Antiquities exceed all Meaſure, and cal 
ſome Re T4: 13 54 
What will yo fay Sr, of\a Man, Phe Fee rein t 
revenge the outragious Affront done to the Manes of HEUNN 
US, by ſeeing quoted among other Fragments of CALLIM4- 
CHUS ſome Verſes, which hadybeen 0 remark d by that 
Cxitie; in a Book which had otherwiſe no Relation tothe Work 
that Poet, and therefore not thought neceſſary to be conſult 
7 He wb in the Notes upon #R&/AN, page 299. gives thi 
Judgment of the ſame JAEVRSIUS: 2 con ſedimus Ingen 
viri ſolidiſſimi ad e vcerpendum, nun ad laudabiliter commentandun 
that is to ſay, who reduces him to the Quality of a meer Tra 


ſcriber, and wretched Author. | 1 
fy other Paſſages wherein he injurioulh; aud. jop Eo 
perty attacks nie, that which J atfhde tb in the ſa a 
is to be found in the Third Leaf of his Preface, upon the Ge 
& Sculptura Leonardi Avoftini, printed at Francker, in to- 169 
There are ſeveral other Places up and down his Work 
wherein he ſhews the ſame Ingeruity, viz. upon AI 
NUs MARCEELINUS, and among others, that where I tret 
of, and refute in Page 173. of my Book of Medals ( AMM: 
AN. Lib. XII. c. 15, p. 26 1. Col. 2. Fol. Edit.) Tou may har 
Ike wiſe ſeen, if you have had Patience to go thre? that Volume 
other Paſſages wherein, after my manner, I refel him. 
1 might'Ktewiſe mention to you his Notes upon AR RWA 
Page 310, where he accuſes me with no leſs than Doating, (. 
delirare) tor having reported, in my Remarks upon the (4 
SARS if the Bmprror FULTAN, a Paſſage of ARRLAN, whet 
he ſpeaks of ALEXANDER's Repentance for baving kill 
EIBUS. AT gh | 
There are other Iuſtances of his attacking me, in his fir 


with ſome Commendations of the Author, and of the'precedin 
Edition of iny Book; that is, in his Sypplemen'd in e/Enea J. 


in the right with Relation to a Greet Epigram, which I hal ta 
1 in the other Edition; and in his firſt Di: 
rtation upon ſome Paſſages of TITUS LIV TUS at the ende 
the ſecond Volunie of that Authors 8 Edition, with his F 
ther's and his own Notes, Page 10. But after all, I confute 
Cenſure, Page 3 o, in this New Editio of my Book of; Mun 


10 


2 , 


| * ro . LE CERN e. 


This I have touch'd upon, only to ſatisſie the Queries you 
re pleav'd t pu do fl ad yrichbar y "Deſign Se 
inſo⸗ entring the Litts with that Perſon; nor is he conſideradie 
ah fer any Body elſe to give themſelves the trouble to do ſt 
me. You will 4 by this, the due Senſe I have of 
d cal zur Civilities, and the Juſtice I render to a Perſon of ſuch 


- 


nfeſt Learning and Mertt as your ſelf, Tam with Sincerity, 


in to * um le and ' obedi it. tvant, ; | 
e, 28h Jah, vos. 1475 9" 
"I bebo — CE EEE ET ets Song 
niult at PIG] Wo 1 75 i 874 elt, 
$ thi 6.208 bf LETTER II. rate 
genie 72 Mat 4920 | | 807 
dan | A . F041 | — 4 | , N 
bhv that Ireceiv'd the Laſt, or Eleventh Volume 
*. of your Bibliorbeque Choiſie. I therein find, at the ming, 


1, RE Extract and Judgment you were pleas d to make of m 
a7 can upon M:dals. You may well believe, Sit, I. found 

nt Matter for a juſt and very deep Acknowledgment of the 
anner, equally Learned, exact and obliging, in which you 


Vol re pleas d to give an Account of it to the Public. This doubt- 
MI ls cou'd not bat exceed by far my Expectation and Pretenſir 


„, in reference to the advantageous Things you were pleas d 
ith Profuſion to ſay concerning my Perſon and Works, and 
rticularly this laſt. I ſhou d at the ſame time have been ſur- 
2d at the Underſtanding, which you diſcover on the Sub- 
Qs therein treated of, were I leſs inform d, by your Works, of 
Extent and Penetration of your Genius and Learning. 


* d not except even thoſe Inſtances, upon which the Opinions 
775 the Learned in this way, are (till divided ; or which may be 
whe herways ſupported by Teltimonies ſufficiently plain from 


ncient Authors, and of greater weight than ſimple Grammas - 
ans, | 

[| may likewiſe ſay, Sir, with Truth, that your Extract is 
de molt glorious and ſatisfactory Recompence, that I cou d de- 
ve from my Work, and which may give me more deſire and cou- 


cedin _— 11 . 
* ge to ſiniſh it; in ſpite of my great Age, which wou'd require 
* 5 lore. ferious A Fe er and conlidering the Dillractions in- 
* parable; from that kind of Life and Buſineſs, which I for ma- 
: Di Years have been engaged in; to which I, muſt add an unfor- 
* nate Aceſdent, the. tranſporting my Books to a 


th thn oor my Goods and Equipage, on Account of my 
I 


g re and which was, ſuddenh Counterm Mukcd, but 


About any hopes of recovering N Books till aſter Winter 13 
Io 


776. Baron Spanheim': Letters 
To conelude, Sir, the Sample of ſome Panique Medals, whic 
Fo ou have added to the extract of my Book, cannot but give me 
Asa extream Deſire, as it muſt needs do to many others, to ſe, 

the ſame continu d; which may give us great Light toward 

decyphering the ancient Literature of that Tongue; as well d 

the true Phenician it's Mother ; as of the Alterations, which hy 

ſuffer d in its Colonies of Afric, Spain and Sicily. . 

I was, before, acquainted with the Merit of the rare Cab. 

net of Mr. DE B ARR, by the Relation I bad of it by my ol 

Friend Mr. CUPER, and afterwards from an Engliſh Gentle 
man whois curious in Medals, Sir ANDREW FOUNT AING 
and as this Subject cannot be otherwiſe well and deſerved 
illuſtrated, but by an exact intpecting and confronting ſeveral 
Medals of the ſame kind; fo the ant ↄf both cou'd not hither 
to give me all the Caution neceſſary to reſtrain me from entriny 
upon that Diſcuſſion. , It now claims you to do it, with tif 
Helps which that fine Cabinet furniſhes, and which you will 
likewiſe meet with in the rich Fund of your own rare Part; 
Do me the Juſtice to believe that no Body puts a higher valu: 
upon em than I do, and that I always expreſs'd the fame 
even before the Declarations fo obliging on your Part, and 
far above my Merit, cou'd have any Influence upon me; an 
that I am ſenſible, more than I can utter, of the Honour, tha 
thereby redounds to me, and am in a particular Manner, Si 
yours, &c, 
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| London, Feb. 22. 1707. 

I ſhou d, Sir, have told you a long and troubleſame Coll 
which I have had upon me this Fortnight, contributed to th 
deſerring thoſe poor Tokens of my Gratitude, which I by the 


Preſents acquit my ſelt of. 
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LETTER II. 
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SIR, 


Les, I cannot give you a ſufficient Reaſon, for fo long de 

laying to ar ſver the kind Letter, which Mr. OV ERBEKE 
delivy-rd me on your Part. The Principal is, I intended to 
| have diſcharg'd my ſelf at his return into Holland, and thought 
I ſhwr'd have had timely Notice, to have done it. In my pre 
tent . whether he has already repaſsd the Sea or ng, 
T bchiev'd I ought not any longer to deter my juſt and part: 
cular Acknowledgments, for the Honour of your Remembrance 
and Affection, far which I am indebted to you upon more than 
one Account. en eden nme 


- 4 > — — 


1 * 5 


ARI ES, and what you added therein concern» 
their Author, is afreſh and ſenſible Proof thereof, and 
advantageous to them in many Reſpects. The Parallel, 


for me, d1d I not too well know how far I ain from daring 
etend to it, and the little Reſemblance there is between us, 
vt that of one common Country, aud an Arderit Love of 
ers, wherein he excel d; and if we except STALI3ER, he 
aſsd the Learned of bis Tune, and r thoſe who have 
» ſince in this kind of Learning. re fs one thing more 


e has been very different; for if mine bas already prov'd 
n longer than his was, he had the good Fortune to be able 
nploy it entirely to Study, and to thoſe Productions which 
he Fruits of it ; Whereas above two Thirds of mine has 
and ſtill is diſtracted by Avocations of a very foreign Nas 
But tho your Lot is more happy in this reſpect, and even 
ſettled than CASAUBOMN's was; yet there is no leſs Rea- 
pon that Account to admire the Fecundity, Variety, and 
lition of your Works: | 
for what concerns the reſt of my Remarks unpubliſh'd; 
the other Comedies of A8ISTOPHANES, and as to 
t you were pleas d to obſerve concerning the ſame in your 
; you will give me leave to tell you, that they are not 
Notes put down in the Margin of the Geneva Edition in 
but are moſtly by way of Abreviatures, ſhort Hints and 
rences, and mult be ſelected, if they were to be made Pubs 
Beſides, they having been writ above fifty Ycars ago, exy 
ſome few Additions occaſionally thrown in, there- muſt 
be ſome Alterations to be made as well as Additions ;-in 
8 as I did in reviſing thoſe upon the Three firſt 
edies. Per 
for my ſecond Volume upon Medals, it has been inter- 
ed in- divers Reſpects, and by many Accidents ſince the 
lication of the fix. f 

freely own too, that I have not without ſome unwilling- 
applied my ſelf to it; conſidering that ſuch an Occupati- 
which might have been tolerable in me Forty or Fifry Years 
and which beſides had Novelty to recommend it, ought 
onger to be th: e of a Man ſo old as I am; Py 
as too great a task in ſo advanc'd an Age, to undertake 


& had been handled and worn thread-bare by others {ſince 
Fublication of my firſt Edition, in 1671. beſides this, 


de ſudament you were pleas d to Publiſh of my Notes up» 
; STOP HAN! 


ine others, with CASAUBON, cou d not but be very glori- 


h ſets me very much below that great Man; our Courſe 


her Work of Two Hundred Sheets in Folio; ſceing too the 
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70 Baron Spanheist . Lee 
ſinte the Edition ef che Selecta f F. HARDOUIN 
ought to reviſe what I had by me in a readineſs concerning i 
lame Subject; to ſhe en Paſſant the Abſurdity of that Authy 
Syſtems; and laſtly, the Bookſeller was unwillig to comn 
this Second Volume to the Prefs (before twas fimh'd ) fin 

he might have juſt reafon to fear, conſidering my great Age a 
mm leaving England, leſt the greateſt part ſhou'd not be ii 
readineſs together, with the Medals belonging thereto. As tie 
are two Thirds by What I can judge now ready for the Pr: 
he intends to begin upon it about Milſummer. 

Vou ſee how fax I am carried in ſpite of my ſelf, and aft 
being entred upon my Eighty firſt Year, laſt December, I fa 
ey without flattery I coud, more ſuitably to my Age, have a 
ploy'd'my ſelf upon ſome Books of Obſervations in another 
of Study, to lich I did in ſome meaſute betake my ſelf may 
Years ſinee, ſuch as an Explication of ſeveral Paſſages of tif 

L Interpreters, and of ſome Eccleſiaſtical Traditions. 
But what will you ſay to this long and tedious Diſcourk 
and, which is worſe, relating to no Body but my ſelf? J 
ſee by this, the common Weakneſs of Old Men, but yet yi 
may gather, if you pleaſe, the particular Value T have for t 
Honour of your Friendſhip, and that I am, Sir, with 8i 


ty, Lours, Gr. | 2 

N | Lonton, May 16. 171 
I believ'd you wou'd ſuffer me rather to dictate this Lette 
than to write it with my own Hand, that it might be more! 
| gidle; and to add, that the Almighty has been ſo gracicus 
me, as to diſpoſe of my — — in a very honoutable M 

riage (the only Child he left me) this Day Fortnight. It 
Husband is the Marquiſs de Mont andre, a Chief of a Branch. 
the Houſe of Rorhefoucaut in France, and who is a Lieuten 
General in the Queen's Service, and a Man of confeſt Me 
in other Reſpects. | 
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t LETTER IV. 
STR, W 
1 Cannot but have a due Senſe of the Pathetic and | obligit 

Marks you give of the Part you are pleagd to take in 
Marriage of my Daughter, and conſequently in the particu 
Satisfaction, which muſt needs redound to me from thence in 
very Reſpect. You will do me the Juſtice to believe, that tht 
Proofs of your Affection muſt needs make a ſenſible Impreſſi 

upon me, as likewiſe that advantageous Judgment, which y. 
Wn, 2 "a | | 6 
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0 M. Ly Q41.3n a, 29 

e ſo kind as to Publiſh, and to repeat in your Letters touch- 

my laſt Work, and the Honout᷑ that reſults to me ther 

2, and L maſt believe this is chiefly occa ion d by the Con- 

Wration of the ſame Country, and likewiſe of my Employ- 
- Sms Gro for 3 


Je Ut droduftions. | 
s for Mr. BURIAN, he having ſent me his Petronius, as 
ormerly did what he publiſh'd de Vectigalibus & de Jeue 
adus, and conſulted me upon ſome MSS, of ILVIUS A. 
LICUS at Oxford, and fince likewiſe the late Mr. GR 
S my good and ancient Friend had recommended him to me 
is Pupil, I could not but thank him for it, without other= 
making any mention therein of his Preface; I omit the El- 
s, much beyond my Merit and Pretenſions, which he gave 
n the Preface he put before the laſt-Edition of GER. 
o conclude, I was ſorry to ſee how he fell upon you in that 
ace, but not ſurpriz'd at the manner in which you anſwer d 
in the laft Volume of your Bibliotheque Choiſie. yet 
s for the laſt French Book, which you tell me is publiſh's 
nſt you, I may ſay bong fide, I have not yet ſeen it, nor un- 
tood that there ate any of "em at our Bookſellers, who cor. 
pond with Holland, and who are usd to give me Notice 
Books they receive. However I am inform'd, that there is 
of em in Town, which ſome private Perſon has broughe 
lately from Utrecht. I have not naturally, nor am I ſorry 


* 
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; wer it. _ 
ch or I confeſs, I was much more ſurpriz d at what you. hint 
tem e in your Letter, of Dr. BENTLET's ſending ſome Re- 
Me ks to Mr. BURMAMN againſt your MENANDER. As 
Effects of your Suſpicion and Prejudice may fall upon him, 
1 willing to hope it will prove groundleſs. techn 
can at leaſt affirm to you with Truth, that for ſome Weeks 
e he has been in this City, he has diſcover'd nothing like 
The Eſteem I had for him upon my coming into England 
y pteſent Character, made me gladly accept the offs of 
Friendſhip. __. n 
Therefore if it be true | 
ſe Remarks upon MENANDER, | cou'd have wiſh'd with 
y Heart, he had choſen ſome other Subject. Neither did 
ow, there was ſuch a Correſponderice between him and Mr. 
0 that he ſhov'd eſpouſe the 1 75 againſt you. 
5 20d, amidſt all my Failings, chat he has at leaſt pre- 
me hitherto, from the Itch of attacking or inſulting _ 
' . of 
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it, any great Inclination for ſuch Writings as you "deſcribe 
to be, and I entirely approve of your eſolution not fa 


that he was actually the Author of 
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ol Letters, whatever Cauſe or Facility I might have found 
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it. I beg you to continue me the Honour of your Friendſſ 
and to believe me Sir, Cc. London, June 10. 1 
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LI 1 E R V. 


I. | 
] Some Days ſince receivd the fine and valuable Preſent » 
were pleas d to make me, of the ſecond Edition of your lex 
ed Commentaries upon the PENT ATEUCH. Tho'I have 
yet receiv'd them from the Binder, to conſider them with m 
Attention and Advantage, I cou'd not, however, but perce 
that this new Edition has ſome very conſiderable Additic 
which muſt needs do a very great Honour to the Work; nal 
ention the Diſpoſition of the Remarks which is more agre 
le and convenient. I dare lay Sir, you can do nothing mc 
worthy of your Self, more u ful to the Public, more fuiti 
to your Penetration, Diſcretion and Learning, than to ap 
your ſelf, in giving your Commentaries upon the other Party 
the Old Teſtament which you have yet to Publiſh. It is not 
me to anſwer for the Obligation the Public will have to you, | 
ſides, being glad to (ee you diſengag d thereby from Contron 
fial Writings, whatever Reaſon or Procuration you may h. 
for ſach ſort of Studies. I bleſs God I have Ever taken this Cou 
even from my Youth, and never departed from it, tho I h 
been ſometimes unreaſonably fall'n upon, and even troubled, 
obſerve the lame Rule, as much as the Subject will allow, 
the Compoſition of the Second Volume of my Work upon 4 
dals: Tho I am often engag'd in ſpite of my ſelf, to embrace: 
maintain an Opinion, contrary to ſome Learned Men and al 
Antiquaries, I have now as much Matter by me, as there 
almoſt contain'd in the firſt Volume. 

After all, I can again ſincerely aſſure you, that I proceed. 
on it much againſt my Will, at ſuch Hours as my Office, 
great Age, and more ſuikable Occupations will permit. 

'Tis a long while fince I heard any Thing of our Learn 
Friend Mr. KUSTER, and the Work he is upon, which he! 
not ſuffer d to Name in the Letter he wrote to me laſt Winter 

Sir, I beg you to believe, I have a juſt Senſe of this obi 
gin and additional Mark of your Friendſhip; and to be pt 

uaded of the particular Value I put upon it, and of the Sint 
_ rity with which I am, Sir, &c. X 
1 London, Sept. 19. 171 
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